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SECTION L 

xxfiouT the time that Signor Mattel opened 
a correfpondence with our bard, he had 
many letters to write of mere compliment 
to authors who fent him their works, and 
of civility to others who had praifed his 
own. Except the letters to the Romanina 
and his brother, thofe to FarineJ/i, Saverio 
Mattei, and his old friend Sig. Fittpponi of 
Turin, are the moft confidential. However, 
there are frequently paffages in his letters to 
others, which merit prefervation, either for 
their wit, ingenuity, politenefs, or, for the 
fentiments they contain on fubjeds of 
literature; and of thefe we (hall feled a few> 
vol, in, b previous 
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previous to refuming his cofrefpondence with 
his more particular friends* 

In 1766, the Abate Vincenzo Camillo AU 
btrti began a correfpondence with our poet, 
which continued till 1773 ; of which corres- 
pondence near thirty letters have been in- 
ferted in the printed colle&ion. But as they 
are fhort, and contain little more than ex- 
preffions of thanks and politenefs for his 
•ffers of friendihip and prefents of his works, 
but little can be extra&ed from them, that 
can either amule or intereft an Englifh 
reader $ particularly, when? deprived of the 
fafcinating elegance with \vhich they are ex-* 
prefled in their native language. 

The firft letter from Sig. Albertito which 
the anfwe? of Metaftafio is preferved, in-' 
clofed a Cantata—" I cannot but be much 
flattered and obliged by your voluntary offer 
of friendfhip, with fuch partial expreffions in 
my favour ; and as a demonftration of its 
Value, you communicate to me a Cantata of 
yojir own writing, wlych is truly happy y 
affecting, and graceful. But how can a man 
at my time of life, tired with his indifpen- 
fible occupations, ftipport a regular correk 
pondence ? Unlefs you could remove a num- 
ber of Olympiads from my (houlder*, and 

give 



( 3 ) 

give me 4 little of your own leifuf e, I fhoultl 
certainly merit only your compaffion for 
hay inability to avail myfelf of the honour 
which you fb gerterbufly offer me." 

When Sig. Alberti fent Metaftafio a Son-* 
net which he had written with an intention 
of prefixing it as a dedication of his Cantatas 
to the poet, he fays : "I am extremely 
grateful for your affe&ionate partiality, and 
congratulate you orj, the produ£tion of fb 
beautiful a Sonnet ; hut at the feme time, 
muft entreat you moil: earneftly, to relinquish 
your obliging defign: as fuch incenfe has 
ever, from time immemorial, been devoted 
to the favourites of fortune, not to us poor . 
inhabitants of Parnafliis. And this reafbn 
has, hitherto, fufficed iri defending me from 
others who have had a fimilar defign : and 
I promife to myfelf the fame complacence 
from you, which I fhall regard a$ a proof of 
your friendship, and a ftimulus to the con- 
tinuance of that efteem with which I have 
the honour to be, &c»" 
: This Abate feems, with great friendfhip 
and zeal, to have complained to Metaftafio 
of - the liberties then taking by fome opera 
botchers with his dramas $ to which the poet 
♦replies : " Spare your virtuous indignation, 
my moft obliging Sig. Albert^ fot qcc«&s»& 
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iftore worthy of your wrath, thin the alter- 
ations of fome of my dramas. If the cor- 
re6hons are juft, I ought to be grateful to 
thofe who (hall enlighten me ; and if other- 
wife, I (hall not be forry that the public, oc- 
cupied with the faults of others, fhall have 
the lefs leifure for reflefting upon mine. 
Let not my averfion to the writing long 
letters diminifti your efteem: on the con- 
trary, believe me ever, in fpite of this in- 
firmity, invariably yours." 

Mefaftafio having, in (port, told the Abate, 
that he (hould be unable to write for (ome 
time, as he was. ordered by his imperial mi- 
ftrefs to take a journey to ParnaiFus ; Signor 
Alberti, not utiderftanding that the poet 
meant to (hut out all interruption, and devote 
his whole time to the mufes, broke in upon 
him with an unexpe&ed letter, to which he 
-pleafantly makes the following reply. " Long 
life to my mod officious Sig. Alberti! who 
for the fake of his friends, in imitation of 
Hercules and Thefeus, does not decline hav- 
ing a commerce with the other- world. 
Upon my having told you that I hid made 
my 'laft voyage to the Elyfian fields, you 
went thither by letter to feek me : folicitous 
to know the truth from myfelf. For once, 
I have the pleafure- to thank, you from 
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Vienna. But if I had been found in that 
remote region, I know not whether my 
anfwcr would have come fo foon. However, 
after this convincing proof, I am fore that 
the inexorable fates may rob me of what 
they pleafe; but they will never place me 
beyond the power of your compafs." . 

The following extract from a letter to the 
Abate Alberts will communicate to the 
reader Metaftafio's opinion of Wank verfe. • 

" I am much obliged to you for the new 
poetical compofition which you were fb 
kind as to inclofe in your laft letter, and 
which I fhould rather call an epiftle, than a 
poem. It appears to me learned, the, thoughts 
feem noble -arid well digefted, and the ftyle 
as poetical and harmonious as is poffible in 
our endicafyllable meafure, ftript of rhyme. 
Whether from reafon or habit, I know not; 
but my ear cannot ealily accommodate itfelf 
to this convenient liberty, which perhaps, 
idlenefs has recommended to fome of our 
illuftrious Italian bards. It is true, that 
rhyme fometimes tyrannically impedes the 
expreflion of our thoughts : but it is likewife 
true, that it often fuggefts to us ideas that are 
more luminous and fublime, to which our 
minds would never have Soared, but for the 
violent efforts to which this tro\xhte<^x\& 

B 3 ft\v£Y\&*Xv&> 
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ftimulatrix has obliged us to have reeourfc 
in our diftrefs. And it is certain, that there 
is as much difference in the force of the 
feme thought happily expreffed in rhyme 
and in blank verfe, as in that of a ftone 
thrown with the hand, and with a fling. 
Not that I difapprove of this liberty in the 
«piftolary or dida&ic ftyle. In thefe, it feems 
as if the poet may dilpenfe a little with this 
mufic, which is always effential to true 
poetry." 

u I know not what can poflibly have 
feduced the worthy Countefs Bianchi in my 
favour. I am fo proud of fuch an enviable 
partiality, that I pray to heavea (he may 
never be undeceived. Pray prcfent her my 
moft humble thanks, and try to keep her in 
this miftake.'V— 

Speaking of the Emperor's Tour through 
Italy, incognito, in 1 769, he fays : u we know 
nothing niore of the auguft pilgrim here, 
than that he quitted Vienna the 3d of this 
inftant March, in the evening ; that there is 
no doubt but that he intends to vifit Rome in 
this manner to avoid ceremony, of which he 
is an irreconcileable enemy; and that he pro- 
pofes to pafs unknown wherever he goes; 
Jmt his ftar is thought too lyminous to be 

concealed 
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concealed by any cloud which he can get 

fcehind." 

u My moft obliging Sig. Alberti, ever eager 
to confer favours on me, has been the firft to 
inform me of the happy delivery of the little 
niece of my dear Gemello : pray accept of 
my beft thanks for the courteous diligence 
with which you have quieted my folteitude*. ,f 
Metaftafio's correfpondent, the Abate AJU 
berti, had been long confined to his bed by 
ft broken ancle. When he fent him fbme 
works which he had produced during that 
ftate-r-The Imperial Laureat fays : " I fhall 
*ead the bdok whenever I can get time for 
that gratification;, but, at prefent, I have 
hardly leifure fuffieient to thank you for it. 
I have, however, perufed the little Cantata 
that was inclofcd in your letter, by which I 
find, that though lama, you have either beeri 
able to clamber mount Parnaffus, or are fo 
well with the mufes, that they fcruple not 
tcS vifit you in bed* Get up, for heaven's 
iake, that you may no fonger oblige them to 

* This was flie little fractious homely child, of which 
Farinelli was fo fond, When I vififcd torn at JBologna, in 
1770. 

3 4 fuch 
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fuch pra&ices as, to thofe who envy you, may 
appear fcandalous." 

u In your laft letter, you wifh me to be 
diffufe in my anfwer, and point out an oppor- 
tunity for me to difcufs certain queftipns in 
the Afiatic manner. Ah, my dear Abate, 
you fuppofe me young, robuft, and idle. 
Would to heaven you were not miftaken ! 
But, for my misfortune, neither youth, 
ftrength, nor leilure, arc allowed me. The 
mere duties of my office are now a grievous 
burthen to me : think then how unfit I muft 
be, to fcrawl whole fheets, merely to fhew 
my eloquence and genius ; I leave all this to 
you, who are in the prime of life *." . ■ 

" The laft Sonnet with which you have 
been pleafed Jo favour me, leaves all the 
other poetical compofitions which the raufes 
have hitherto diftated to you, far behind. I 
congratulate you upon it : . but am unable to 
comprehend how, in your painful fituation, it 
is poffible for you to have an inclination to 
tune the lyre. Though I can plead no fuch 
painful impediment, yet I can never brufh 
the duft off mine, unlefs from abfolute ne- 
ceffity. In the enfuing nuptial celebration 

* Metaftafio was now feventy-four. 

there 



( 9 ) 

there will be no theatrical exhibition. I ob- 
tained not this information, till 1 had almoft 
finifhed a drama which I was ordered to 
write : fo that I have not been fpared, as I 
might have been, a labour which is now be- 
come heavy and ungrateful *.— — 

" Your ibnnet fhall be enjoyed by the few 
palates that are able to tafte it." - ■■■■ 

*' I know not whether I ought to con- 
gratulate you on the huge purchafe you have 
made of Italian dramas. You will find, as 
formerly happened to myfelf, in an immenfe 
quantity of ftraw, but very little grain, and 
that of a bad quality. Siface will not com- 
penfate for the bad harveft. I am extremely 
grateful to you for the obliging offer of it, 
which you oxake me ; but having, fome years 
ago, met with a copy of this old opera, 1 gave 
it a perufal, and am by no means tempted to 
acknowledge it as my legitimate offspring. 
It is a drama compofed agaigft my will : the 
idea was to reform an old opera at the re- 
queft of Porpora : and in reforming, it was 
entirely changed } as the original materials 

* This drama (Ruggiero) was, however, completed, fet 
to mufic by Hafle, and prpformed at Milan, in i77i,upon 
the marriage of the Areh-dyke Ferdinand, with theprincefg 
pf Modcna* 

were 
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wereYo totally different from the additional 
and fo difcordant, as to form a contraft that 
was infupportable and monftrous. And yet, 
it is not mine, though I believe there re- 
mains not one verfe as it was written by the 
firft author* In order to be truly mine, the 
firft defign fhould have been of my inven- 
tion ; but my intention was merely to refltify 
fome particular parts ; and though I have 
left none untouched, I have never regarded 
them as members of a whole fabric of my 
conftru£fcion. Therefore the connexion muft 
fteceffarily remain imperfect. Make, how- 
ever, what ufe you pleafe of Stface; only do 
not let it pafs for a child of mine, as I can- 
not confeientioufly regard it as fuch. 

Writing is always an inconvenient bufinefs 
to me; but to-day, on account of the excef- 
iive heat, which dilfolves me, it is infupport* 
*ble, fo that being totally unable to lengthen 
any letter, I haly conclude." 

Vienna, June 19, 177ft, 



There are two more fhort letters to the 
Abate Alberti in the colle&ion; but they con- 
tain nothing very piquant or interefting. It 
had been reported abotit this time, 3II over 

Europe, 
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Europe, that the poet had been appointed 
Imperial Librarian, in the room of Baron 
Van Swisten deceafed; and upon being con* 
gratulated by the Abate Alberti on this pro* 
motion, he fays, " the report is entirely 
without foundation ; nor do, I imagine that 
my auguft fovereigns ever thought of me, 
when the vacancy happened. Indeed if, from, 
excefs of clemency, they had, I Ihould have 
been obliged to implore their difpenfation 
from a weight fuperior to my phyfical force* 
which would not have enabled me to per* 
form the duties of fuch an appointment."-— 
In the laft letter to the Abate, he thanks 
him for a neat and elegant edition of his 
Italian poetry. He denies the writing a 
Canzonetta in praife of the immortal Mare- 
fhal Daun, which Alberti had afcribed tQ 
him : " take care not to defraud the real 
author of thofe praifes which are his due- 
Pray return with my refpe&s, du$ thanks to 
the moft obliging Lord Huntingdon for the 
courteous remonftrances with which he ho- 
nours rpe." 

Vienna, April 29, 1773. 



A correfpondence feems to have been begun 

about the year 1767, between our poet and 

3 the 
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the Abate Fabroni, afterwards Bifliop of 
Pifa ; a perfon of literary abilities, for whom 
Metaftafio manifefts great refpeft. His 
Lives and Eloges of illuftrious men of his own 
country, which he began to publifh at this 
time in decades, feem undertaken with a 
patriotic view, during the difputes between 
the French and Italians for literary and 
fcientific pre-eminence. The title of his 
biographical work is certainly the fame as 
that of Perrault, in the laft century (a); but 
then the Italians have to boaft of many works 
on the fame plan, and under the fame title, 
which are much more ancient than that of 
Perrault. Signor Fabroni having expreffed 
an intention to write the life of Metaftafio, 
in order to infert it among his lives of emi- 
nent men, the, following letter contains the 
poet's modeft diffuafion from that enterprize, 

(a) Eloges des Hommes illujlres 4e ce Steele (the xvii.) 
Elogi {Talcum illu/iri Italiani % 



let- 
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LETTER I. 

TO THE ABATE FABRONI, AT FLORENCE*. 

Without framing excufcs for the flow 
arrival of my anfwer to your very obliging 
letter of the 9th of laft May, the well-known 
confufion in which we have been thrown, by 
thft lofs of a moft amiable Emprefs ; by our 
fears of being deprived of our maternal and 
revered Sovereign ; and, at prefent, the uni- 
verfal, and tumultuous joy, for having mira- 
culoufly preferved her, will have already 
made my defence, and procured your pardon. 
Therefore, after rendering the fmcere and 
due thanks which I ought, for your moft 
conftant voluntary partiality, I congratulate 
your royal Sovereign, who, in having pro- 
moted you, has given fuch an indubitable 
teftimony of his enlightened mind, and gene- 
rous heart ; always ready to fee merit and 
reward it. 

But, notwithftanding your partiality, I per- 
ceive, that you have a defign to injure me 
very ferioufly. The perfifting in your idea 
pf writing my life, is an evident proof, that 
my repugnance, in confenting to it, has been 
regarded by you as a kind of female modefty, 

which 
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which a little entreaty would overcome* 
No, my dear Abate, you are very much de- 
ceived. Whether from reafon, or weaknefs, 
I cannot think of any one writing my life, 
without the utmoft difquietude. From this 
fincere and candid confeffion, I hope that you 
will have the friendly condefcenfion to re- 
linquish the enterprize; a favour which I 
moil earneftly fupplicate, and fhall receivo 

with all due gratitude* 

Vienna, June u, 1767- 



This requefl: was complied with, during 
the poet's life ; but two years after his deceafc, 
his eloge, by this author, appeared, with thofe 
of Galileo Galilei, Mich. Angelo Giacomeffi, 
Tommq/b Perelli, Card. Leopoldo de* Medici, and 
Carlo Innocenzio Frugoni. Pifa. 1754. 



LETTER II. 

TO THE SAME. 

Fr6M your obliging letter, reverend Sir, 
dated July 6th. I was induced to hope, that 
I fhould foon receive the firft decade, of your 
Lives of lllujlrious Italians, which I have ex- 
pected 
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pe&ed with the utmoft impatience. Oc- 
cupied at prefent in the exercife of my em- 
ployment, it was my intention to defer 
anfwering your kind letter, till the arrival of 
the gift. But as it has not yet reached my 
hands (by one of thofe innumerable accidents 
which ufually difturb the courfe of fimilar 
prefentations) I fhall not fuffer a longer 
iilence, now my inevitable duties are fulfill- 
ed, to injure me in your good opinion. 
Know then, moft reverend Prior, that in the 
perufal of your letters, my mind is filled with 
all the, gratitude, confufion, and affe6tion, 
which are due to yotir friendly and unfoli- 
cited partiality, for one who has neither the 
opportunity, nor the power, of meriting it* 
But being in pofleffion of this ineftimable 
acquifition, 1 am, and ever fhall remain, ex- 
tremely proud of it. 

But why, with fuch difpofitions in my 
favour, do you imbitter my fatisfa6Hon, by 
publifhing fuch frivolous letters as thefe, 
written without the leaft refle&ion, in the 
ftill confidence that they would n^ver fee the 
light ? Good God ! You eftimate the public 
indulgence by your own, and are deceived. 
The public is a moft fevere judge ; and if it 
paade the father of Roman eloquence trem- 
ble 
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ble (which he was not afhamed to confefs) 
at a time when he had fully prepared him- 
lelf for its tribunal, with what conference 
can it be called excefs of modefty in me, to 
dread prefenting myfelf before it, with four 
miferable little letters, written in hafte to 
confidential friends, without ever perufing 
them ? No, moft reverend Prior, I have not 
the courage, or rather arrogance, requifite for 
fiich an exhibition. And whether my fears 
are reafonable, as I really think them, or 
conftitutional errors, I have no hopes of ever 
vanquifhing them. If you ftill regard them 
as infirmities, the pardoning fmall defe&s is 
one of the moft facred duties of friendfhip. 
Treat them, therefore, as fuch, moft worthy 
Prior, and indulge me in this petition, as 
you obligingly did, in renouncing the defign 
of "writing my life. The literary world 
abounds with fubje&s much more worthy of 
your pen, and I have, in my former letter, 
honeftly confeffed how much I am difturbed 
by the mere idea of uiurping fuch incenfe as 

is by no means my due. 

Vienna, September 24, 1767. 



LET. 
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LETTER III. 

TO TH® SAME. 

The firft volume of thfe lives of illuftriolis 
men, of which you have been pleafed, moft 
reverend Sir, to make me a prefent, has been 
obligingly delivered to me, by Count Stra* 
Jbtd*. The names of perfons with whom, 
during childhood and adolefcence, I lived, or 
at leaft was acquainted, and who compofe 
the chief part of this firft decade, ftimulated 
immediate perufal ; and the infmuating flow 
and elegance of ftyle, would not fuffer me to 
lay the book down, till I was arrived at the 
tail page, and had perufed the additional 
commentary on the life of my dear fellow 
ftudent, Count Dandim. Having now grati- 
fied the firft hafty curiofity, I (hall give the 
work a fecond and morejleliberate perufal; 
not paffing by, as was the cafe before, the 
two lives written by Morgagni, which treat- 
ing of perfons with whom I have but little 
acquaintance, had not excited the fame cu- 
riofity as the reft. The rapidity of my 
perufal, however, did not prevent my feeiftg 
the merits of the yrriter ; befides the ftyle, 
which manifcfts long ftudy and experience, 
vott'ixx. c the 
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the laborious tafk of colle&ing materials fo 
difperfed and obfcure, the prudent and laud- 
able dexterity of uniting truth with difcrc- 
tion, and the various and deep learning and 
fcience, neceffary for the accurate difplay oi 
whatever faculties the fubjed prefented, 
juftly entitle the author of fo folid a work, to 
the praife and gratitude of the public. 

Vienna, Odobcr 8, 1767. 



LETTER IV. 

TO THE SAME. 

You wifh me, Sir* to give you my opini 
of the dramatic works of my predecef 
Apostolo Zeno, as if your own judgm 
were not lefs likely to be warped by p/ 
dice, than that of a man who. has rui 
fame career, and who fedueed by tha 
common and vicious emulation, fbino 
oven without knowing it, to which 
Figulo is very feldom favourable 
my own part, I am far from certa? 
ihould.be able in a minute exami 
thefe dramas to fleer with fafet) 
the rocks of envy and affe&ation ; 
if no other poetical merit wjjlta 
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Apoftolo Zeno, it muft be granted that ta 
fuccefsfully demonstrated, that our melodrama 
is not incompatible with reafon (as was long 
thought by the public and the poets whom he 
found in poffeffion, of the theatre when he 
began to write) that it was not exempt from 
the laws of probability, that it could fubfift 
without the wild and bombaft ftile which 
then reigned; and, laftly, that the bufkin 
might be freed from the comic fcUrrility of 
the fbck, with which it Was miferably mixed 
and polluted; thefe are merits fully fufficient 
to entitle him to our gratitude, and the 
p fteem of pofterity. 

Vienna, December 7, ijip 



LETTER V, 

TO THE SAM(E, 

The ftudying to be ufeful to our fellow 
creatures, and feconding the zeal of a worthy 
and partial friend, like yourfelf, are dutid* 
which procure blame if negle&ed, yet have 
little right to praife if performed. Hence 
thofe with which you have ehtrufted me, 
moil reverend Sir, refledi more honour on th$ 

ca g09d- 
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goodtfefe of your own heart, ever etfgef t& 
fulfil the duties of humanity, than on mine* 
I very much wifh that ovlt traveller may 
continue to enjoy that attention and polite-* 
nefs, during his refidenc'e in Poland, which 
our recommendation had procured him on 
his arrival i where, according to the accounts . 
which 1 have received, his deception was 
. extremely flattering ; But that kingdom, at 
prefent cbnvulfed by Confederations, is all 
arms and tumult r drcumftances vctf un- 
favourable to the fine arts. But a ffote &f 
luch violence cannot be durable* The Kt>- 
mours, decompounded, muft find thek equili- 
Sf ium, and that tranquillity return which i# 
lb indifpenfibly neceflary to national as well 
as individual happinefs. 

The well-merited teftimonies of efteen* 
with which you have been honoured by ther 
amiable Qtfeen of Naples, manifeft the ma- 
ture judgment of that incomparable princefsy 
at fo early an age. . Hteuee, I have a double 
reafon for exultation/ 

Materials for the IkdeSt which you defire r 
arfe Wariting(^). ThS manuferipts whicb 
Yemairi, are fuch as have been already £ub* 

., (*) Sig. Fa&roni had requcfted of Mttaftafio, a complete? 
lift of all the inedited works of his patron Gravina. 

lifhed„ 
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tiihed, or (ketches and fragments of tra&s, be- 
gun for amufement, and chiefly left unfinifh- 
jed ; the author himfelf -Having judged them 
unequal to the public expectations excited by 
his high reputation. There may have been 
works of more importance ; but fbop after 
Jlis deceafe, all his writings were demanded 
and retained for fonjp time, by thofe who 
had legitimate authority for fo doing ; and 
were afterwards returned in the exact num* 
ber and ftate in which they now remain. So 
rtbat it leems as if this article fhould be 
wholly omitted in your work. 

Permit me ; to enjoy that enviable place 
which you have been pleafed to affign me in 
your good heart, and believe me to b6 always 
jpnaljterably with due refpeft, &c. 

Yfenpa, Juac %3» *7* 8 ' 



LETTER VI- 

TO THE SAME, 

At length the. cuftom-hpufe officers, after 
condemning and rejecting all my demands 
and enquiries, have produced the little parcel 
with the dialogues of Phociori fo long de- 
tained j awl convi&ed of their irregularity 

C 3 aai 
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aqxl negligence, have fent it to my houfe 
whejn I defpaired of ever receiving it ; but 
accompanied with ftich childifh excufes, as 
were much worfe than the fault. 

I indulged my impatience by the immedi- 
ate perufal of the book, and have ran over 
'five of the dialogues and the greateft part of 
'the notes. I would not poftpone writing till 
"I had finifhed reading the whole work, be- 
"caufe I was unwilling to let a poft depart 
*ere'I had acknowledged the receipt of your 
'-Valiiable prefent, in ; order to prevent you 
from kindly beftowing upon me another 
copy, on the fuppofition that the firft was 
' loft. I fhall not now enter on the merit of 
the original (c); I muft confefs that the great 
truths which thefe dialogues enforce are 
well known ; but befides their being fiich as 
cannot be too often repeated, elegance and 
learning give them the graces of novelty, 
I cannot help admiring the excellent dif* 
pofition of the happy translator's mind and 
heart, who though able to produce architypes 
of his own, trahlported by the love of hu^ 

(c) Entretiens ds Phocioq fur k rapport d$ la morale 

. $V£p la politique^ publifljed by the Abbe Mably, 1763, in 

.which wewk, though not written by Phocion,. the fenti- 

pentifbiFites ifti^oii^Oreek'are ^Ufuppoftefc 

[ ** ' ■ . •> inanity, 
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manity, could not refrain from undertaking 
a labour Co much below his faculties, for the 
love of truth, and thedefire of communicate 
ing it* I congratulate you on the accom- 
plishment of this work, and full of that af- 
fection which you ftudy to propagate among 
mankind, I remain refpeftfully, &c. 

Vienna, June 23, 1768. 



LETTER VII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I perceive, moft .reverend Sir, from the 
effects of your laft letter, which announces 
to me the honour which the members of the 
academy delta Crufca have deigned to confer 
upon me, by admitting me of their body, 
how little I knew myfelf, and that my former 
power of fuppreffing all ambitious views had 
loft its efficacy. It feems now, that inftead 
of contra&ing my wifties and hopes, that I 
may venture to extend them ; finding myfelf 
fortunately decked with the participation of 
that fplendor, with which this illuftrious in- 
stitution has not only dignified its mem* 
bers, but all Italy. Having had the power, 
by the force of your friendship and affe&ion 
c 4 unfolicited 



unfblicited to procure me this diftingutthed 
honour, I muft entreat you to paint to my 
venerated colleagues, in all the warm colour- 
ing of your native eloquence, not only my 
joy on this occafion, but my moft fincere 
fentiments of refped arid gratitude : nor muft 
you forget to reprefent to yourfelf how much 
my debts of gratitude to you are encreafed 
by this recent and moft obliging manifefta- 
tion of your friendly zeal. 

To judge with chriftian charity of our 
neighbour, as it is my duty and intereft to 
do, I have the pleafure to believe, that the 
frequent calls for my laft produ&ion are 
(ymptoms of affection and partiality ; but if 
I fhould derive this eagernefs from a lefe 
flattering fource, I fhould ftill have the^fatit 
fa&ion of afcribing it to that friendship with 
which I am honoured, and have authority to 
T^oaft, 

Vienna, September 1 9, 1 768* 



There are feveral other letters to Mdhfignor 
Fabroni after he Was Bifhop of £ife, which 
though full of that urbanity and £olitene(s 
with wliich the poet treated men of letters 
in general with whom he correfpo»4e*J ; yet, 

aa 
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pw they contain no fentiments or criticifm of 
importance to literature* their infertion here 
ieems unijeceflary. 

The following correspondence was pb- 
traded upon our bard, by a perfon whofe 
name feems never to have reached his eyes 
or ears, before the arrival of the letter which 
produced the fubfequent reply* 



LETTER VIIL 

TO THE A3ATE D. GIUSEPPE AVREUO 
MORANI. 

Being perfectly ignorant of the Situation 
of the perfon with whom I correfpond, Jie is 
intreated to affure hipafelf, that it will not be 
from difrefped, but want of information, if 
I Should omit any of the formula due to hi^ 
rank and circumftances. 

After the'peru&l of Sig. Giufeppe Aurelio 
MoranPs moil elegant letter, I cannot be 
jniftaken in regarding him as a young man 
of great application, genius, andlearning; and 
poffefled of that knowledge in the Greek and 
Homan daffies, at which fow arrive in riper 
/years* I congratulate jmy delightful P^r* 
tbciwpe {Nqplcs)>ii}- the h^vii^g £*ven ypu 
. birth: 
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birth: an honour in which by the right of long 
refidence, and a thoufand ties of gratitude, I 
take a part. But the courteous D. Giufeppe 
is extremely miftaken in the too partial opi- 
nion which he has conceived of me. My 
talents are much more limited than he ima- 
gines : never having arrived at fuch profound 
learning or merit of other kinds as to be able 
to entertain convivas cultores, or claim a place 
in lauto hofpitio. With refpedi to genius, 
father Apollo has treated me with a gene- 
roiity not above the common, and, in other 
refpedts, has not diftinguifhed me from my 
brethern. Seniible, however, of the merit of 
t>. Giufeppe, I gratefully thank him for his 
obliging wifhes for my profperity, and am 
with true efteem, &c. 

Vienna, 1766. 



- LETTER IX. 

TO THE SAME. ; 

As your firft letter infpired me with ideas 

of your genius and cultivated talents, the 

* fecond, which I flpw anfwer, convinces me 

of the candoUr, moderation, : and other un- 

~ common virtues with which your Jieartis 

• furniflied : 
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fumiflied ; internal qualities which I regard 
»s more worthy of being honoured, than the 
jfplendor of external circumftances, which 
jare the mere capricious gifts of fortune. If 
J had not in common your ideal parent 
(PeniaJ I (hould give you very different 
proofs of my efteem, than thefe vain officidus 
expreflions. And as you think you have flot 
exaggerated this metaphorical confanguinity, 
I wifh you to reflefl, that the wretched man is 
he to whom the necefTary fupports of life are 
wanting, qulbus doleat natura negatis. The 
poor, he who procures thefe neceifaries from 
the generofity of others. He who poflefles 
a competent is able to provide for ffis own 
wants, And he whofe means exceed that 
power, .is opulent. If you wifh to find my 
place, it muft be in the fecond of thefe four 
clafTes, where I fhould fuffer with ftill greater 
j-efignation the rigourous juftice which pro- 
vidence renders to moderate abilities, if I did 
pot frequently feel the privation of the 
greateft pleafure granted to mortals, the 
power of conferring benefits on the worthy. 
Add to this, that living in a climate where 
literature is not reckoned among the mer- 
chandife of fpcietyj my infufficiency is like- 
wife 
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wife extended to thofe kind offices, which 
tliewhere perhaps would not be ufelefs. 

With relpeft to my immortal matter, 
Cravina, he publifhed before his deceafe, all 
thofe works which he thought would con- 
tribute to his fame. The reft were never 
defigned for the prefs, though fordid editors, 
have counterafted his intentions : fo that in* 
quiries after them are as vain, as the afl&ults 
of his detradtors, from whofe fangs he is as 
fefe as every man muft be, who like him is 
tetus teres, at que rotundus. 

Notwithstanding the narrow limits of my 
fituation, if you could fiiggeft to me an 
qpportjinity of manifefting my^eal fpr your 
fervice, I (hall do it with that fincere and 
cordial efteem with which I am, apd ever 
#1^11 continue, &c. 

Vjrtuw, September $4, 171^6, 



LETTER X, 

TO THE SAME. 

You muft not wonder, my dear Sig, 

JMenmi, at the tardinefs or brevity of my 

Wjfwer to your naoft obliging letter of lafl; 

3 Peeember, 
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December. A great number of indifpenlible 
letters, together with the capricious ftate of 
tny health, oblige me to defer, and Ibmetimes 
entirely deprive me of the pleasure I fhoutd 
Kave in correfponding with perfens whom I 
fcfteem and love, and from whofe forbearance 
1 promife myfelf the greateft indulgence* 
But this involuntary negligence, efpecially 
When there is no bufinefs in queftion, ought 
Hot to diminifh the credit of a perfeft cor- 
refpbndencfc, widi thofe who have a mutual 
affe&iori for each other. Do me' the juftlce 
to believe, iri fpite of circumftances, tlutt iin- 
preffed with a partiality for your talents and 
Charadtef, I ihall ever remain invariably 
yours* 



*"- Mettft«5tt begins every fubfequent letter 
to tliis Abate, by an apology for not writing to 
him more frequently j which though reafon- 
able, ingenious, and well-turned, in the ori- 
ginal, would appear monotonous and infipid 
in aribther language. I fhall therefore ex* 
*ra& from thefe letters, the moft interefting 
paflages on other fubje&s than his own delin- 
quency Ittan irit^gukir 0oirefpondeiit# 

In 



In 1 769, Sig. Morani wifhed him to efitef 
the lifts among the champions for. Italiaft 
literature, in oppofition to the French, who 
on all occafions arrogantly claimed the fupre- 
tnacy. After excufing himfelf for inability 
to keep up a regular correlpondenee with his 
friends, he fays — " from thefe .involuntary 
omiffions, you may judge whether I (hould 
be able to apply myfelf to the parallel which 
you propofe between the French and Italian 
literature : a work of great labour, for any 
one who (hould not wifh to decide imperti- 
nently, without furnifhing folid reafons on 
both fides. Nor am I more able to obey 
you, in tranfmitting the MSS. you requeflr, 
which being merely intended to affift my 
own memory, merit not tranfcription, or the 
honour of appearing before the public ; nor 
will they ever fee the light, though curiofity 
has been awakened by Sig. Diodati publifh- 
ing the letter in which I inconfiderately 
mentioned them (d)" 

In the next letter to the Abate Morani? 
in anfwer to a queftion, whether a French 
tranflation of Metaftafio's works was pub- 



(d) Sec the letter to Diodati above, p. 306. 

lifted 
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lffhed at Vienna, he fays : ".It is not at- 
Vienna but at Paris, that a,tranflation of 
my works in the French language has. 
appeared ; but having had an unfavourable, 
account of this verfion by thofe, who have 
feen it, I have carefully.avoided the perufal,. 
in order to fhun the rifle of becoming; 
ungrateful to him who has given fuch a pub- 
lic, proof of partiality to. my writings by 
tr^nfla^ting them. It would by no means 
become me arrogantly to decide, as you 
wiflx pie, whether Corneille or Racine has 
the primacy on the French theatre. The 
natives find all the grandeur of Sophocles in 
the firft, ^nd all the truth of Euripides in 
the fecond. The one. filling the mind of 
the fpeftator with the moil magnificent 
ideas, and the other agitating the heart 
with the moil: tender affe&ions : hence thefe * 
two artifts have arrived at equal excellence, 
but by. different roads. However, Corneille 
cannot be denied the great merit of having . 
pointed opt the path which his. rival 
purfued. "1770. 

. " If you would read . without fcruple, 
Pope's EJfay on Man, I recommend to you 
the excellent tranflat ion in terza rima, lately 
publiihcd by Count Qiu/l Maria Ferrero di 

Lauriano. 
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Later tano. In the judicious, chrifliati, a!i£ 
learned notes with which he has illuftrated 
the work, you will fee the innocence of the 
original evidently proved. You will find 
hi Pope a great poet, and a deep philofo- 
pher; but not fuch axioms as are neceffary 
to fuppotft his own fyftem. " 

Though it has been fkid that Metaftafio, 
unwilling to hear of death, permitted no 
one even to mention it before him ; yet he 
frequently complains to his correfpondents 
of his having too many Olympiads on his 
fhoulders. And in a letter to the Abate 
Morani f in 177 1, when he was in his 74th 
year, he fays ; " The ftate of tny health, 
though not exactly what I wifh it, is much 
better than I have a right to expeft. As to 
my occupations, when the commands of my 
fovereign allow me to choofe them, I, like- 
your favourite Cicero, have recourfe ad Lit- 
terulas ; not with the hopes of fame or pro- 
fit, but to keep off the tadium <uita 9 and to 
march to the end of my journey as flow as 
poffible, " 

In a fubfequent letter to the feme Abate, 
in anfwer to his enquiries concerning the 
poet's tranflation of Horace's Ars Poetica, 
he fays : *' Not only my tranflation in Italian 

Verfc 
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verfe of the Poetics of Horace, with Jthe 
ootes which feemjd neceflary, but an extract* 
of that . of Ajriftotle, with %fefervations, 
which rendered the talk more tedious and 
laborious, have been entirely finifhed a con- 
(iderable time. And I have exa&ed the 
premium of my fatiguing occupation in 
imagining, that there was fome merit in 
having employed my leifure without remorfe. 
However, it has never been my intention to 
trouble the public with thefe labours : and 
if even temptation fhould take m$ by fur- 
priie, it would be neceflary, ere they ap- 
peared, rigouroufly to examine what I have 
written : a work to me entremely difagree- 
able. At prefeitf, both deep in my port- 
folio, fecure, at leaft* from iniult, while they 
are unknown* You fee, that to comply with 
your requeft, I muft vanauifti my irrefblute 
and perverfe difpofitjon ; anc| you £now that 

Che cangiai.ii natura v r 

Eimprtfa trofyo dure^ ..,. 

The tafk is liarf for humeri creature \ : : ■ ■. 
To change, propenfitiqs^f.n^ture.^r.^ . 

" The tragedies of my immortal -bene- 
ficent matter, are fufficient to prove what 
philofophy and immenfe learning the writer 
. vol. in. " d poflefled. 
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p offefled. Tfc has executed what , he prcH 
pofed: that ^s, to give ui an idea of the 
Greek theatre. If, in after-times, the enor-r 
mous change of manners renders them in- 
confiftent with the prefent reigning tafte, it 
Cannot be afcribed to him as a fault, bedaufe 
to flatter it was not his intention." 

The particular occafion of the following 
letter dops not appear j there feems, however, 
to be fome degree of vaticination in it, 
which reminds us more of the prefent times, 
than of the period when it was written. 



1 £ T T E.R XI. 

"jtfb A ROMAN PRINCE. (PRINCE GHIGI.) 

The ftrange and univerfal ferment in 
tvhich facred and profane things are now 
thrown, throughout the known world, affords 
little hope £hat the crifis of its termination 
is near at hand. The fire has long been 
burning in fecret, but the fuel is weak, and 
the humours are t&> heterogeneous to produce 
an equilibrium. The objetf: of thofe, who 
nugh't give Us repofe, is innovation, not 
tranquillity. Hence, to regulate and retiu^ 
to order the enormous confufion of fa dark* a 

chaos,, 
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chaos, Teems to want nothing lefs thaii om- 
nipotence, which needs only fay, fiat lux^ 
for light to appear. I hope thefe gloomy 
thoughts proceed from the vice of my own 
temperament, and a natural propenfity to 
deplore the prefent, and exalt the pafh 
3ut it is very certain, that all great revolu- 
tions and changes of ancient fyftems, (evert 
if it were certain that pofterity would be 
benefitted by them) are ever fatal to the un- 
happy mortals, who are condemned te be 
fpectators of the conflift. 

Vienna, 1767. 



In the following letters, he defcribes hisdiA 
trefs at the imminent danger into which hiai 
Patrpnefs, the Eitijfrefs Queen, was thrown 
by the fmall-pox, with which fhe was feized 
at the fame time as the Emperor Jofeph^s 
firft sonfort* to whom the difeafe was fatal; 



L E T TT E R ,£lL 

TO A FRIEND AT MlLAN; 

From the defcriptioh which I have given 
you of the premature death of this foVereigii, 

B 2 an 
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&nd of the extreme danger into which my 
Patronefs was thrown at the fame time, you 
may conceive how pungent muft have been 
my affli6tion, at thefe mournful events. It was 
eafy to read in my countenance* the inter- 
nal agitation of my mind ; nor was there a 
fingle perfon from whom I could conceal 
it. My confufion, my tears, the being con- 
tinually in the gallery of the imperial palace, 
and perpetually making enquiries of the 
phyficians and ladies of the court, concern- 
ing the ftate of my Patronefi's health, too 
plainly discovered to the crowd of cour- 
tiers, my confufion and excefs of grief. I 
fincerely affure you, my dear friend, that 
smong the many fad catastrophes to which 
I have been fubje<3; during fixty-nine years, 
this would have been the moft terrible, if it 
had not pleafed divine .providence fo hear 
the ferveat prayers o£ hefc fiibje£s» ' 



.: il/h^d, ..1! LET* 
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LETTER XIII, 

TO PADRE PAZZONI, MAESTRO DI 
CAPELLA, IN SIENA. 

Though I cannot, without manifeft 
ingratitude, doubt of your affeftion, yet 
every confirmation of it which you kindly 
give me, has all the grace and efficacy of 
novelty. I fhould be totally infenfible, not 
to be pleafed with thp perufal of your laft 
letter, in which is difplayed at once, all the 
candour and ppennefs of your good heart, and 
the honoured ^nd enviable place which I 
occupy in it : a place of which I have gieat 
reafon to be jealous and proud. With this 
confidence, not doubting of the /imijarity of 
our fentiments, I muft entreat you JO pome 
to an explanation with this generous, and 
worthy lady, by whof? partiality I am no 
Jefs confufed than pleafed. Firfl begin by , 
afferting my infinite gratitude and refpe&j 
and then proceed to implore her to (pare me 
the mortification of feeing in print, $s (he 
intends, any of my familiar letters, \The 
public merits refpeft from all, and particu-* 
jarly from myfelf ; nor c^n J have the 

5 3 couragei 
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courage to expert from it that indulgence 
with which I am honoured by my friends, 
tfhe major part of my letters having been 
, written in hafte, were never read by myfelf, 
and God knows how many repetitions, trivi- 
alities, and negligences, I (hould be con- 
demned to blu(h for. I have fufficient mo- 
tives to fear for mymoft laboured works ; and 
I beg pf her i)o£ to encreafe the number of 
jbofe fears unnecefferiiy. Unite, therefore, 
your friendly folicitations with ngiy own, to 
prevail on this lady, my prote&refs, not tcJ 
put her defign in practice,— tell her that it 
would be an iufu.lt, not a favour, to oblige an 
jhoneft man to quit his bed-room, and 
expofe himfelf publicly, in his night-gown 
and flippers. " ' . - ' " - '* ""' 

Adieu, my dear friend. I abfoluteJy de- 

.... . • -. . . v 

pend on your friendfhip, to prevent this 
dreaded publication. But at the fame time, 
do- not conceal the gratitude with which I 
am imprefled by the obliging, and favour- 
able, though illrfounded opinion, which has 

given birth to this idea. 

* Vienna, January 29, 1767. 



There is no date to the following letter ; 
tut it feems to have been written about this 

time, 
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time, when #ie poet was opprefled by forced 
loans of his time and opinions, to authprs, 
whofe works 

<c With fad civility, he fet, and read 
With honeft anguifli, and an aching head."— 
Bofet by wits, an undiftinguiih'd race. 
Who firjl his judgment afk, and then a place."! — 

Pope. 

But the Italian bard more patient and lefs 
peevifh than the Englifh, Jbrufhes off his tor- 
<mentor$ gently, and ^ftniffes them ia 
good humour. Hi? reputation, however, 
muft fometiipes have fuffered on the fide of 
fincerity, or good {aft? 9 where his jriiles of 
pbfcure authors, which rotere always inftant- 
Jy published by thofe on whom they were 
beftowed, bordered on hyperbole. Whether 
the fbnnets, mentioned in the following let- 
ter, defcryed the encqmiums beftpwed upoq 
them by the Imperial Laureat, we know not, 
£s they, ajjd even the name of jhejir author, 
feem equally unknown in the literary world. 



#4 LET- 
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LETTER XIV. 

TO THE CAVALIER ANTON- FILIPP^ 
AD AMI, 

I shall not dwell long on the exceffive 
cxpreflions of efteem with which you honour 
me, in order to efcape the difagreeable talk 
of defending myfeif from the affaults ot 
Canity, whiclrtnight infiduoufly feduce me, 
coming from fiich high authority. I am 
abafhed by your too favourable opinion ; yet 
I (hall hot attempt to undeceive you, fearing' 
to fhafce the foundation of the friendftiip^ 
^vhich you offer me, a$d which I wifli to 
de'ferve. • 

I have perused, and re-perufed, the fbftnets' 
tvhich you have heen pleafed, $ir, to commu- 
nicate to me, and always with juft admira- 
tion. J have found iti them all, force, dig- 
nity fef Vftyie, de6p teaming, IWtly fancy,' 
and above all, that unity, proportion, and 
correfpondence of the feveral parts, which 
diftinguifh an inhabitant of Parnafius from a 
pafTenger. Though I am pleafed with them 
aH, the'fbnnets upon^pipvidence have ftruck* 
me the moft. Perhaps the countenance of 
x ' l '" ■—."■'•-■■ - : -xheti 
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thefe being lets, auftere, diftinguifhes them, 
when compared - with their companions^ 
Your highly poliftied produ&ions, when ev p 
you (hall be pleafed to communicate them to 
me, will always be received with pleafiire. 
And if you accompany them with any com- 
mands, you will greatly gratify my impa- 
tience to convince you of the refpedt and 
obedience with which you have inspired me. 

The following letters to an author, who 
forced the poet into a correfpondence, by 
jprefenting to him his works without previ- 
ous acquaintance or introdu6Hon, will per- 
haps make the reader wonder that he never 
heard of fo accomplifhed a writer. 

LETTER XV. 

¥jf> THE ABATE WLVTO BALBU OF SALVZZO. 

You nujft not imagine that the juft tri- 
bute of praife which I fincerely beftow on 
the magnificent poetical epiftle which you 
hax&e been pleafed to -fend me, is the- effeft 
of the gratitude due to you for your exceffivc 
patriality, Its own: merit has no occafion to 
b* fefpported -or eocaltei by the fecret influ* 
W*ce o# my &lfr love. TJierdbre^ %arate 
+ •*>' -% tht 
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the debts of the, one from the other, and 
affaire yourfelf, that truth and juftice 
^oblige #ie to confefs, what I could not withr 
out rqmorfe deny, that I have not for a 
long time feen a compofition which has 
. given nie e<jual pleafiire. The clear, noble r 
harmonious felicity of rtyle, and the con- 
Tiexion apd choice of your' thoughts, make 
me regard as portentous, the maturity of the 
productions of fo young a writer. " If your 
.circumftanQes and fituatjon, of which 1 ana 
ignorant, ^Uqw you with prudence to chufe 
3 ftudy among the ufeful and glorious, unite 
yourfelf in t|ie ftrift bonds of friendihip with 
{lie mufes* 9.nd I wilj be anfwerable for the 
diftinguifhed and elevated rank at which you 
will foon arrive in Parnaffus. Having 
afforded me fo fair an occasion fpr admir- 
ing your talents, afford me like wife that of 
ferving you, and believe me to be, with juft 
efteem and acknowledgment, &c. 

Vienna, March 12, 1761. 



The lubfequent letters to the. fame cor- 
refpondent, contain further eacojniums oij 
his: writings* Metaftafio fent this Abate a 
pojpy of bis feveral dramas, previous tp 
general publication ; and he feems tQ have 
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jncrited this diftindtion, not only as his admi- 
rer, but champion ; as the poet in one of 
his letters, " thanks him and the ladies and 
gentlemen of Saluztfo for defending his poof 
dramas from the injuries which they daily fuf? 
fer in all the theatres of Europe, from thofe 
ignorant and vain vocal hett>es and heroines, 
who having fubftituted the imitation of 
flageolets and nightingales to human affec- 
tions, render the Italian ftage a national 
difgrace; in the opinion of thofe countries 
which have been obliged to us for all their 
knowledge of the art/* 

This alludes to the abridging and chang- 
ing the fcenes and airs of his dramas, tq 
humour the caprice of fingers, vfho difre- 
garding chara&er, place, and propriety, not 
only in Pafk'ccia operas, but in every other, 
where no fcruple is made to introduce an 
Aria Habilita^ or di bravura, which has been 
applauded in a former drama, without the 
Jeaft attention to the preceding recitative, or 
bufinefs of the fcene. Thefe airs taken out of 
their original niche, when trariflated in the 
books of the opera, continue to incline the good 
people of England to imagine the words of 
an opera to be all n<mfenjt\ and that even 
the mufical dramas of Metaftafio are as ab- 

furd 
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ford and fubjeft to ridicnle, as thofe which 
Addifon has defcribed with fo much plea- 
fentry, in the Speffatvr. 

Reciprocation of compliments of the high- 
eft kind, fcems, about this time, to have 
jpafled between the poet and Signor D. Baf- 
fta/ptrre Pafndia. Though we have never 
feen the letters of this correfpondent, wc 
may judge pf his reverence and partiality for 
Metaftaiio, by the anfwers to them, which 
for elegance and urbanity, appear to merit 
tranflation and insertion, as much as any let- 
ters of the kind in the collection. 



LETTER XVI. 

TO SIGNOR D. BALDASSARRJE TAPADTA. 

It would be neceflary to poflfefs all the 
stoical infenfibility of Zeno and C leant bes, 
long to refift the temptations of vanity, With 
which you aflail the moderation which I 
ought topoflefs, in fpeaking of my dear Par- 
jhenopc. (Naples.) But you, Sir, by at* 
obliging impulfe of afFe&ion, have endea- 
voured to give it a great fhock. God for* , 
give you. All that you defcribe in your 
elegant letter, and all you imagine in your 
- 3 f^blim^ 
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fublime Sonnet, not only exceed the farrow 
limits of my merit, but confpire ta deprive 
nie of the true knowledge of myfelfl Hea- 
ven knows what will be the confequence of 
filch feducing praifes, addreffed to a poet ! 
However, amidft all this danger, I canuot 
help congratulating myfelf for the good for- 
tune which has procured me fuch valuable 
friends ; whofe judgment, however partial, 
will help to fupport my qredit. I wifli your 
great poetical vigour and noble imagination^ 
which have appeared fo manifeft in the nar- 
row compafs Qf fourteen % . lines, material? 
mor6 proportioned to tbeir powers than the- 
gratuitous praifes befipwed on me. And 
ihall be anxious to iecure your efleem by the 
gratitude and refpe&ful affe&ion with which 
you have infpired, your* 4*C fc ] <- 

Vienna, December 12, 176^ 



LETTEJR XVII. . 

TO TH^ SAME. ■ : ' 

. * . . . * . . , ' • 

The juftice which I render your poetical- 
talents,, does not deferve the exceflive gra^ 
tude which ypnh^<xpre^i^ji)^k^ 
9)?%% letter,. -.But ,it has ierved to . #&, 
^ — cover 
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cover that laudable and uncommon modera- 
tion, which is more frequently found in 
thofe who have atchieved honourable ancf 
difficult enterprifes, than in fiich as twang 
the ufelefs lyre. 

I am pleafed at your having chofen a 
ipecies of poetry which precifely requires 
that clear, harmonious fweetnefs, facility* 
and elegant fimplicity, to which you were by 
nature at firft, vifibly inclined. I wifti with 
fblicitude for the arrival of the complete 
edition of your works ; and am, in fpite of 
the laconic brevity to which my laborious 
bufinefs of writing condemns me, &c. 

Vienna, February 20, ifify 

LETTER XVIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

Truly fenflble of the partiality with which 
you honour nie, by the communication of the 
two paftoral Eclogues which you have lauda- 
bly undertaken to write on the illuftrious 
model of the Sicilian and M'antuan bards, I 
♦eg your acceptance of my moft grateftfl 
acknowledgments. But your obliging, par- 
tiality exceeds all bounds, if y6tf'fifppofe-md 

t* 
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to be fufficiently qualified, or courageous, to 
aflume the office of corre&or. I am not fo 
deplorably ignorant of myfelf ; and if, un- 
fortunately, I were,. nature would oppofe me 
in fiich an ill-advifed undertaking. If ypur 
virtuous modefty \ requires criticifm, and 
counfel, in your poetical labours, how can 
you ever fail to find them in your native 
city, the nurfe of fo many rare and fublime 
geniufes, and in which the mufes have 
eftablifhed their favourite refidence? Iforgive* 
however, this courteous infult, as it mani- 
fests your blindnefs to my inability. 

Vienna, May 1 1, 1769. 



Signor Papadia having folicited Metaftafio 
to confide to him fome of his profe writings, 
mentioned in his Letter to Diodati, particu- 
larly his extra&s and remarks on the Poetics 
of Ariftotle, he declines complying wirf* this 
requeft, on account of the confufed and 
incorredt ftate in which ttiefe papers bad 
long remained. But in anfwer to another 
application from the fame carrefpoftdent, 
we have in r the following letter, the difclaf- 
lion of a curious cjueftipn in ancient My tho-» 
logy; -■■■ . '■:. < L ' '■■'--' 

L E T- 
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LET T E R XIX. 

TO SIG. PAPADIA. 

After having confulted the oracle of our' 
times, the learned Sig. Martorttliy to whom 
I have recourfe myfelf, for the fblution of 
literary difficulties, with what conference 
tould you expeft from me, deep information 
concerning the facrifices of the ancients to 
their divinity Cupid ? Do you wifh to tempt 
me to be guilty of temerity? If that was 
your motive, you committed a great mif* 
take : as my ruling defe£t militates moft 
powerfully againft fuch fedu&ion. After 
you have applied to my dear and much 
refpeded Sig. Martorelli^ what can I dp but 
repeat what he has faid ; that I remember 
no treatife ex profejfo qii the fubjeft propofed* 
If it be aiked what were the offerings and 
Sacrifices of the ancients to Venus ; you 
muft yourfelf recoiled, that they were innu- 
merable rofes, myrtles, incenfe, fifh, (hells, 
doves, and I know not what, Nor can it 
have efcaped you, that Luciap, in o«e of 
his meretricious dialogueSj will have it, that 
a white female kid (of goat) was facrificed 
■ - - to 
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to th(i popular Venus ; and to the celeftial, 
Si Female calf; but if you afk the fame 
queftion with tegarfi to Cupid, it will be 
liiore difficult for me to anfwfer. Ih that 
tnoft abundant rtiytihological prompter cflf 
isfatalis Comes, where the flowers, trees, 
iand animak dedicated to each particular 
tleity of the Pagans, are carefully ipecrfied, 
Cupid is omitted. But whit it ttill worfe, I 
am not fure that this God, Jo univerfally 
adored, ever had a Tfemple in any place 
dedicated folely to his fervice. 1 titVtt 
Remember to havte heard or read that he had 
one m Rome ; and Sordini, the moft dili- 
gent inveftigator and illuftritttr bf thfe finall- 
eft ftone in that city, -gives us iVO itfforma- 
tion on this fubjedi. We might indeed fuf- 
fpeft, that there was one in Greece, in the 
city of Tbejpta, as Paufknias in Bceoticis, 
afTerts, that Cupid was there adored with 
peculiar veneration ; but he makes no men* 
tion of any particular edifice there that was 
confecrated to him: nor where that won- 
derful work of Praxitiksy the celebrated mar- 
ble ftatue of Cupid, was placed, that Cajus 
caufed to be tran fported from Thefpia to Rome, 
which Claudius fent back to Greece; and 
which being laftly reconducted to Rome by 
vol, in. e order 
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order of Nero, perifhed there afterwards, in 
the flames. Perhaps fome of the hiftorians 
who treat of the a&ions of this Emperor 
may inform us where it was placed at 
Rome, and with what facred ceremonies 
the Romans had received it. But as fuch 
amorous refearches arc more analogous to 
your time of life than mine, to you I (hall 
abandon the enterprife. 

The prefent of your Theocritus which you 
kindly intend me, will be moft grafefully 
received ; and I hope you will foon find a 
rapid conveyance for it, which will fecond 
my impatience. In the mean time, put my 
obedience to any teft you pleafe, within the 
limited, fphere of my a&ivity, and believe 
me conftantly, &c. 

Vienna, March 12, 1770. 



In a fubfequent letter to Sig. Papadia, 
Metaftafio acknowledges the receipt of his 
paftoral Eclogues ; of which he fays : " I am 
highly pleafed to hear again the ancient 
fweet pipe of the amorous fhepherd of 
Siracufe, managed by your lips : and the 
facility with which you play upon it, thanks 
to the analogy between you, authorizes me 

to 
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to hope, that you will not let it again long 
remain mute, dufty, and ufelefs." x 
. He afterwards fpeaks of other paftorah 
received from this author : " full of inno- 
cence, and yet noble, replete with fmilihg 
images, and nourifhed by the Bucolic genius 
of the Greeks and Romans, of which even 
the language is become familiar to you." 
This correfpondence continued till the year 
1781. 



r 

END OF THE FIRST StidTtoNr 
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SECTION H. 

Jm6n6 Metaftefio's correfpondents, to 
'whom his letters are preferred, there arc 
many female writers, and women of talents; 
who ambitious of his counfel, or, at leaft of 
his-praife, fent him their works. Though 
he did not feem to afpire at thefe honours, 
yet he received them with due politenefe 
and gallantry. We have already givei* 
jpecimens of the tendernefs with which he 
perufed aud revifed the writings of Signora- 
Accarigi (e). 

The following letter to a lady who had 
fent him a copy of verfes under the feigned 
academical name of Ifidka Egirena, or chal- 
lenge to a poetical intercourfe, is fo polite, 
fportive, and gallant, that it is difficult to 
imagine it to have been written, even by <t' 
poet, at the age of fixty-nine. 

(e) This alludes to a letter written in 1774; but thr 
correfpondcncc continued to 1776. 



LET- 
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BETTER h 

i 

TO SJGNOfcA MA^IA ?P^TUNA. 

Whether the beautiful Stanzas addref&d 
to me, ajid delivered by the common poft f 
are thfe produ&ion of a fhegherd or ihep* 
he*del|, they will always excite my wonder • 
and gratitude. They are fo replete with 
good fenfe and candour, and fupparted by 
fuch a fweet, noble, clear and harmonious 
fecility, that the writer has no bccafion to 
mitigate critical rigour by the refpefl: du* 
to the fair fex. I profefs myfelf infinitely 
obliged to whomever is the author. But if, 
as my felf-Iove inclines me to believe, it is 
truly the produ&ion of a female pen, I beg 
the ingenious, obliging fhephcrdefs, who 
has done me fuch honour, to forgive my 
dpuhts, ^nd not to treat them with difdain, 
as they arife frqn| that uncommon merit 
which exalts her ibove her peers.. Nor let 
tier CQndemn my difcourtefy v if I decline 
Soliciting my jaded mufe to furnifh me with 
a reply ■<—. In the firft place, flie is not now 
fo ready $t the eall of an old hufband, as 
formerly, at that of a younglover. And bcftdea 

e 3 this, 



( 54 ) 

this, fate having placed me, though unwor- 
thy, at the foot of the Jmperial throne, has 
procured ma, and ftill procures, fuch fre- 
quent poetical challenges, that the duty of 
anfwering them, would have robbed me of 
the time neceffary to my employment, if I 
had not from the beginning, though fbme- 
times unwillingly, declined reciprocation.— 
And if at prefent I were to change my 
fyftem, I fhould incur the juft indignation of 
all thofe whom I have hitherto involuntarily 
negle&ed. Suffer me therefore, if not in 
the language of the Gods, at leaft in one 
more familiar to truth, to a/litre you, that 
I have the honour to be, with the moil 
grateful and pcrfefi eftcem, &c. 

Vienna, November , 1767, 



LETTER II. 

TO SIGNORA GIACINTA BETTJ ONOfEI,' 
AT BOLOGNA. 

For many folid reafons too long to be 
detailed here, it will not be in my power to 
fecond your ardent wifhes in the work you 
tnention. Receive at leaft kindly, my dear 
Signora Giacinta, the counfel that I ihajl 
1 venture 
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venture to give you. The merit of the fub-* 
je6t which you have to celebrate in your 
native language, cannot be expreffed with 
due energy by any one whofe mind is not 
impreffed with it in the lively manner which 
you feem to feel. Boldly, therefore, take 
your pen, and be affured, that your extraor- 
dinary talents, animated by that ardour which 
reigns throughout your letter, will fuggeft 
ideas to you; which can never prefent them- 
felves to the cold imagination, even of a 
great poet. Nothing is impoflible to your 
abilities; and I feel myfelf already difpofed 
to admire them, even in this new enterprise. 

Vienna, September 36, 1768. 



LETTER III. 

TO THE SAME. 

TtfE obliging manner in which you have 
informed me of the new ftate into which 
you will have entered when this letter 
arrives, is an amiable inftance of your 
regard. The laudable qualities, with which 
you are well acquainted, of the ipoufe 
whom providence has deftined for you, are 
the moil certain means of tranfmuting your, 
e 4 perhaps, 
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perhaps tqq lively quickfilver into gold, an4 
to Conftitute all the felicity of which we are 
capable, This is not only what I wilh, but 
boldly predict: certain that you will co«* 
operate on your part in procuring it, ^n<| 
not draw on yourfelf all the blame q£ ^ 
failure. 

A long letter would ill correfpond with 
your prefent gay occupations : afliire your- 
felf therefore of my fincere wifhes for your 
happiaefs, ^nd believe me invariably yours. 

Vienna* February 2 X 176^* 



L £ TIER IV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your acquaintance, moft amiable Sig- 
jiora Giacinta, with my dear Gemello, the 
Cavalier Brofchi, is a new motive for the 
edGreafe of that efteern which I have always, 
h*d for you : as his excellent dif?ernmen$ 
aflures me of the merit of thofe peribns with 
whom he is in habits of intimacy. And I 
envy you bo ; th that mutual enjoyment pf 
each other's cpmpany, a<t which I can never- 
;jt{pire. Though X>ido is my clde# daughter,, 
I ihaU ntver pardon h?r ijor Iftving been th* 

pccafipp! 



accafion of any dagger to my beloved Cava- 
lier Brofchi(/). This lUHtytifiil daughter 
has but ill feconded the inclinations of her 
fire, by incommoding perfons that arc fa 
dear tq me. I flatter jnyfejf, however, by 
your account, that the accident had no fcri- 
pus confequences : and I beg you to be the 
bearer of my moft ^ffe&iojiate wishes to thi* 

^rftrthy friend. 

March 30, 177 1, 

r J ULIIHW.IIJ..I.. ah. 

Metaftafio's correfpondence with this lady, 
who was a ppetefs, a mufician, and an elec- 
trician, continued till the year 1779. But 
what ftill feems more to have contributed to 
Jier favour vrith the Imperial Laurfeat, was her 
refidence at Bologna, and being in friendfhip 
with FarineHi ; of whom he takes occafion to 
fpeak with the warmeft and moft cordial 
fifffe6Hon, in almoft a.H the letters which he 
addrefled to her, 

" You have obliged me extremely ({kys 
'he in 1771) my dear Signora Giacinta, by 
honouring me- with the continuance of your 
f orrefpondenee, $nd afiijring ine of the aft 

j£/) ^MMing to a fell at the ppera-hou(e in Bpjogpa, a£ 
a xchearial of uidom abband9nata A 

3 feftioxwte 
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fc£ionate remembrance whiph my dear and 
refpe&ed friend Sig. Carlo Brofcbi retains for 
me, which I return with a mutual and moft 
conftant reciprocation. I love and efteem 
him as much as it is poflible for a man to be 
loved and efteemed, who has fo far lurpaffed 
all his peers, not only by his excellence in the 
charming art which he profefled, but by the 
uncommon virtuous qualities of his mind, 
which have rendered him amiable, and ad- 
mirable, in every fituation into which fortune 
has thrown him. Deliver to him in my 
name, I entreat you, my moft. affe&ionate 
compliments ; and if the Do&or, your fpoufe 
(whom I devoutly Reverence) has no object 
tion to the . commiflion, give him for me a 
thoufand moft cordial embraces." 

In another letter to this lady, Ipeaking of 
Farinelli's magnificent ma,nfion (called a 
palace) at Bologna, he fays : " my imagina^ 
tion has conveyed me to the habitation of 
my dear Gemello, where I have feen the 
fplendid decorations of Nitetti (g) in all the 
perfe&ion which he fuggefted to the ingeni- 
ous artifts he employed j and in fpite of the 

(g) This optra was performed in Farinelli's houfe, with 
the fame decorations with which it was originally repre- 
sented at the court of Spain. 

diftance, 
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diftance,' and without the affiftance of a pen- 
cil, poetical fancy ha3 prefented to me the^ 
amiable figure of Signora Giacinta^oi which 
(he muft doubtlefs be poflefled, in order to 
bear any proportion with the ferenity, grace, 
and vivacity of her mind. Figure to yourfelf 
the pleafure I muft have received from the 
falutations of my beloved friend, procured by 
your means. But I beg you to complete the 
work, and render him, in my ftead, a modeft 
but affe&ionate embrace. 1 have interefted. 
myfelf a$ I ought, in all the joys and fbrrows 
which you have been pleafed to communicate 
to me ; and I pray, and hope, that in future, 
fortune ma| not lb frequently change from 
the firft to the fecond. Take care, my much 
refpe&ed * Signora Giacinta, not to trufl too 
much to the faiacious* magic of poetry, when 
you wifh to vanquish the chilnefs of philofo- 
phy. , The Enchantments of Parnaflus have 
fome efficacy in the theatre, fupported,by 
the harmony of the lyre or trumpet ; bi^re 
totally impotent when . we dare to try their 
power bcyoad the limits of fiftion. The 
magic which feldom fails, and which mbft 
infallibly governs the human heart, is that 
with which nature gratuitoufly furniflies you 
females, who without poring over hpoks, 

with 
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with a fmile, a glance, a word, a ftudied neg~ 
Higenee, perform daily fuch wonders, as the 
grafe-hoppers of Helicon never have nor 
nev$ r will atehieve. Seek, therefore, among 
the veffels of your own difpenfary, and you 
will certainly fmd a fpecific adapted to your 
wants/* 

Such politenefs and gallantry from a mail 
in his eightieth year, to a female whom h© 
Jbad never feen, and ?t a period of time fo 
Rear thje total extinction of all chivalry, will 
furprife the prefent age, and perhaps ofFen4 
the ne^t. 

This lady, a fmatterer |n natural philofb- 
j>hy and eleftricity, in a letter tQ Metaftafio, 
having expreffed her terrors at a flight Qioclg 
of an earthquake at Bologna, in ftrong 
and violent terms, and her tranfpqrt? of joy 
en the opportunity which it had afforded for 
jele&rical experiments to illuftrate the fyftsn* 
whkh afcrib^s to that power this tremendr 
oxjPeffeft ; the poet fays : « I know not 
whether I ought to condole or congratulate 
you on this event, In chriftian charity, J 
ought to pray ag^inft earthquakes, but an* 
afraid of offending you by wishing to deprive 
you of the pleafurp of making experiments 
|o <fcmonft#ate your favourite fyftetfi, It 
1 • - would 
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Would b6 a curious problem, that by its foltf* 
tioik fliould prove, how your happinete could 
depend oh earthquakes; but then we muft: 
have recourfe to philofophy : a name which 
you proferibej abhor, and deteft. So that in 
this dilemma, I perceive with what cautiofl 
my form df prayer muft be made, when, at 
the feme time, I implore the extirpation of 
earthquakes, and die lolid and daily enclreaft 
of that electrical power to which you deekri 
yoUrfelf indebted for all your felicity." 

The next literary female correip&nderil 
who fought the oracular opinion of the poet-, 
in fafe old age, ronterning her works* found 
him ftill itiore aufpicious to her talents, or> 
et leAft, her vanity, thah' to thofe of any onfc 
of the Sappho ifitmily already mentioned* aft 
the flowing letters will manifeft. 
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LETTER V. 

TO SIGNORA DONNA BLEONORA DI FONSECA 
PIMENTEU 

The poetical eflays, Jpartfeulai-ly the epr- 
t^alamhW5i > of which you have obligingly 
favoured me with a copy, for the noble and 
harmonious facility of the verification, the 

lively 
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lively images which animate aftd Colour 
them, as well as for the abundant hiftorica! 
and mythological allufions with which they 
are enriched, would be extremely worthy of 
praife in themfelves, apart from all other 1 
confiderations ; but when wb reflect on thefe 
being the firft produ&ions of a lady who has 
fcarcely begun her fourth luftre (a 6th year) 
their merit is encreafed to fiich a degree, as 
to become marvellous. You have very wifely 
forefeen, that fuch aufiirpation of the rights 
of our fex, at my age, might perhaps have . 
excited in me fome degree of jealoufy ; but 
with equal ingenuity and courtefy, you have 
adminiftered the antidote, by afluring me, 
that you owe all the fermentation «f^rour 
native poetical fire, to the affiduous perufal of 
my writings. I readily give credit, without 
examination, to this obliging affertion ; being 
extremely glad to unite to the duty of that 
juftice which I render you, the intereft of 
felf-love. Continue to be the honour and 
envy of your fex, by advancing in a way cor- 
refpondent to thefe wonderful beginnings, 
and believe me, &c. 

Vienna* O&ober 9, 1 77c*. 



Two 
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Two years after, this young lady fends 
him more of her poetical compofitions, which 
are praifed by the veteran Laureat with equal 
warmth and gallantry. Indeed he adds to 
his encomiums the encouraging afiurance, 
that flie has greatly furpaffed his expedia- 
tions. 

This correfpondence continued till the 
year 1776; and he not only perfeveres in 
praifing her produ&ions, hut, at her earneft 
requeft, revifes, and corre&s fmall gram- 
matical errors and poetical inaccuracies ; a 
talk to which he had always great repugn 
nance, well knowing how much eafier it is 
to praife a bad poem, than corred it. 

But this lady not only confulted the bard, 
as the oracle of Apollo, with refpeft to her 
poetical compofitions, but as the oracle of 
Delphos, in other important concerns ; par- 
ticularly on the fubjeft of travelling, which 
is big with fuch inconvenience and danger 
to females, that flie feems in the letter, to 
which, the following is an anfwer, to have 
wiihed herfelf of the other fex. 
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LETTER VLr 

TO SIGNORA PIMENTEL. 

At the firft fight of your laft moft ttb%* 
tag letter, I wifhed (in fpite of ihy pacific 
difpofttien) for a good dofe of Arehilochfcari 
bile, to furnifh me with a torrent of vette- 
mobs Iambics agaiaft that evil genius, which ' 
having fo long exercifed his wicked poWftr 
ovcar the innocent hand of thtt gentle Donna 
Eleonora, has malicioufly defrayed me of the 
pleafore of her correfpondence* But upon & 
fecond perufkl, and maturely confidering this 
very lively letter, I find it abound with fttch 
excellent ideas, and feducing exprefS&hS, 
which, being unable in confidence to apply to 
jffcyfelf> I am obliged to afcribe my happiftefe 
to that inconvenient and painful accident ** 
whfeh like the bahks of a river, had doubled 
the force of your ufiial eloquence. This 
tine induction, indeed narrows the limits df 
my- vanity, but not of my gratitude; of 
Which the partiality of a courteous inhabitant 



* The lady had hurt her hand by a fall, which had oc- 
caftoncd her long filence. 

of 



( «5 ) 

fcf Par naflus, who chufes me for the 6bjc& of 
her poetical flights, exa&s a very l&rge por- 
tion. But remember, moft amiable Donna 
Eleonora> that it is not always fafe to truft to 
the light fuggeftions of fancy in your poetical 
paroxism. What an unjuft and ungrateful 
eenfuuc has it 4i&ated againft the poor in- 
nocent gown (female garb, petticoat) which 
invefts the fair-fex with fuch convenience, 
pre-eminence, ornament and decorum ! and 
what are its crimes and defe£te ! Becaufe it 
is an impediment to travelling ? and whither 
would you go i and what to fee ? would you 
fly from the warm Seieio (b) to the frozen 
Danube, merely to have a near view of a 
miferable Roman ruin, placed there by acci- 
dent, and with which, notwithftanding its 
diftance, you are already Efficiently ac* 
quaintcd; or would you traverfe Afia and 
Africa, as far as the icy regions of Lapland, 
in order, philofbphically,to combine the vari* 
ous inclinations and cuftoms of the earth's 
inhabitants: and thus making a minute 
analyfis of humanity, enable yourielf (as you 
vainly hope) to form, in the Cartefian man* 
ner, a clear and diftindi idea of it ? Bpth thefc 

{h) A river in the neighbourhood of Naples., 

vol. in. f enter* 
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cnterprifes ' are equally ufelefs ; fince the 
mouldering ruins, which excite in you fuch 
curiofity, are certainly not worth the trouble 
of fo long a journey ; on the contrary, they 
would be of infinitely lefs value to you, when* 
ftci\ f than at a diftance : as your imagination 
has the happy power of embellifhing, unfeen, 
whatever prefents itfelf to your mind. And 
the undertaking to qualify yourfelf, accurately 
to define that ftrange compound of contra- 
diction, called man, fhould be ranked in the 
number of impoflibilities. As I hold it for 
certain, that there exifts not an individual of 
the fpecies, who does not every inftant differ 
from himfelf ; and we may inform ourfelves 
of thofe peculiarities, which are univerfally 
allowed, without quitting our country ; for 
though the cornice may be infinitely varied, 
the building is always the fame. In every 
corner of the earth,men are equally the fport 
of their own paffions. A tafte for pleafure 
every where prevails : hence the indifpenfible 
want of fbciety ; yet evfery one is confpiring 
againft thofe reftraints, without which fo- 
ciety cannot fubiifl:. All regard reafon as the 
necefiary attribute of human nature ; and all 
take her for their guide in the tranla&ions of 
life; but each moulds her to his own fancy 

and 
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and convenience. So that I advife you, my 
much refpe&ed Donna E/eonora, to make 
peace with your gown, detaching your 
thoughts wholly from voyages fo ufelefs, and 
big with hardships and misfortunes ; and to 
encourage, no other wifh or ambition, than 
that of diftinguifhing yourfelf among your 
peers*, in the manner you have fo happily be* 
gtiri. Cultivate your dramatic talents, and 
from the specimens which you have already 
given of your abilities, I not only hope, but 
venture to predict, your complete fuccefs. 

Vienna, March 8, 1776. 



Metaftafio having unfolded and difplayed 
in his dramas all the affb&ions of the human 
heart, feems in his letters to female authors, 
to have exhaufted the language of courtefy 
and politenefs. The following letter, the 
only one in the colleftion to the fame lady, 
feems in a different key, and higher pitch of 
of refpeft and elegance, than any of thoie 
to his other female correspondents, already 
inferted. 



F* „ LEiT- 
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LETTER VII. 

TO SIGNORA DONNA CATTERINA MAGGI Dtf 
CALVI. 

If the beneficent feducer, who has been 
able to infpire you, madam, with fo much 
partiality in my favour, were known to me, 
I certainly fhould moft devoutly addrefs every 
fpecies of prayer and fupplication, to engage 
him to eftablifh me in the poifeffion of a 
blefling, which I have great reafon to fear I 
fhall be unable to preferve. The efteem of 
a perfbn who voluntarily adds to i'o many 
excellent qualities of her fex, merely as ac- 
complifhments, thofe ftudies and laborious- 
occupations which are our duties, is an ac- 
quifition, which, however ufurped, might 
tempt the moft mature philofbphical mode- 
ration with vanity. 

I have great reafon to fufpeft that Signor 
Hippolito, your moft worthy conlbrt, has been 
guilty of the whole, or the chief part, of this 
fedu6tion~I know not whether it would be 
for my advantage to exprefs my fentiments 
of gratitude and devotion in perfbn ; but am 
certain, that in fpite of the rilk I fhould run of 

undeceiv- 
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undeceiving you, I cannot help wifhing it 
raoft ardently. Continue to honour me with 
this favourable propenfity, thus voluntarily 
beftowed : afford me an opportunity of me-> 
riting it, and believe me always, with due 
f efoeft and efteem, &c. 

Vienna, December 9, 1772, 



In order to finifh the pofctfs correfpond* 
£iice \jrith literary Ladies, and Females of 
talents, we ihall deviate a little from regular 
chronology, x The following letters, like the 
preceding to females of this clafs, were ex- 
torted from him by perfdjis whom he never 
fkw, or by their friends. He feems, however, 
to hav? received all thejfe applications, no£ 
only with patience, but tQ have anfwere4 
them with good breeding, and' even kind- 
nefs ; and if the correfpondence is continued, 
his philanthropy vifibl^ imtyres into friejfi4 r 

UTTER VIII, 

TO SIGNORA MARIA ROSA COGCIA f 

A fortnight ago, I received a courteous 

fftter from Monfignor Ratti, in which 

f 3 Signora 
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Signora Maria Rosa Coccia was recom- 
mended to me. I anfvvered this prelate, that 
when I knew in what way I could be of uie 
to the peribn recommended, I ihould nQt fail 
feconding the wiih of fuch a mediator* A 
few days after I had fent my anfwer to the 
poft, a parcel was announced to me from the 
cuftom-houfe ; which, when examined, was 
found to contain, not only a very elegant 
letter from the faid Signora Maria Rosa,. 
but three excellent pieces of her mufical 
compofition, which I faw, and refpe&ed ; 
but was not able to judge of their worth. I 
therefore inftantly called a peribn extremely 
ikillful in the art, who, lifter carefully ex- 
amining them in my prefence, and with great 
plealure, affured me, that they were written, 
not onlyin a correct, but mafterly, manner. I 
rejoiced at this; and was flattered to find, that 
my dear country produced young ladies of 
fuch uncommon abilities. But I was' morti- 
fied, at finding myfelf unable to procure fuck 
rewards, as are due to their merit. The 
princes of this court having, many years iince, 
made a rule, never to receive a prefent, or 
dedication of- any book, efpecially of p6etry, 
or mufic; to fave themielves from the* itfdii- 
creet torrent of iuch homages as they were 

formerly 
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formerly inundated with. Here mufic is, at 
prefent, in the laft ftage of decline ; and in 
order to know the merit of fuch a compofU 
tion as yours, fiich knowledge is neceffary as 
is poffefled by very few people : hence all, 
but particularly thofe who may affume the 
chara&er of Mecaenas, can only appreciate 
mufical merit by the report of profeflbrs; 
who being like wife men, and fubjeft to hu- 
man paffions, do not alway deliver their opi- 
nions with fincerity. So that not knowing 
what ufe I can ultimately make of the ele- 
gant copies of your harmonical'lab0urs,t (hall 
Carefully prfeferve them till I have your in- 
ftruftions. I beg you will not regard my in- 
ability, (at which on this occafion I feel iiir 
finite concern) as a crime ; but believe me 
to be, with fincere wiflies for more fuccefs in 
the execution of your future commands,, 
yours, &c, 

Vienna, December 29, 1777^, 



LETTER IX. 

TO THE .SAME, 

Your former letters, mofi refpe&ed Signors* 
|Los a>- have ipfprrhed me of your e^trorcii^ 
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tiary abilities in mufic ; but the laft has con-? 
vinced me of the uncommon goodnefs of 
your heart: full of docility, modefty, and 
propriety : virtues which feldom abound in 
pferfons who, like you, can afford fuch plea- 
fure by the laudable fruits of their applica- 
tion. With thefe wonderful talents, with fuel} 
enviable, and rare di(pofitions of the mind, 
and with the fervor which animates your 
exertions, you will encreafe the glory of ouf 
country ; of which, as a fellow citizen, I (hall 
imagine myfelf entitled to a fhare. The 
generous gift with which you have favoured 
me, of your neat manufcript, for which \ 
am very grateful* fhall be kept facred for the 
pleafure of communicating it to fuch only as 
may know its true value ; and at all times 
ftall be carefully preferved, and ready for 
reftoration, whenever an opportunity may 
occur of making a better ufe of it. Your par- 
tiality towards me, I regard as a precious ac- 
quifition ; and long for an opportunity of 
meriting it, by the execution of your com-* 
mands. 

. Vienna, February 12, 1778, 



The chief fubjeft of the next letter to this 
lady, {1779) is the poet's favourite cenfure 

of 
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pf the compliments of the feafon> which he 
denounces to almoft all his correfpondents. 
In 1 780, Signora Cocci a fent him a print 
engraved from her pi&ure, for which the 
following letter contains his acknowledge 
fneuts, 4 - 



LETTEJl X. 

TO THE SAAfE. 

YoyR obliging attention, in fumilhing tnc 
With an impreffion of the engraving ma4e 
from your pi6hjre, has given me infinite 
pleafure; as it has helped me to form an idea 
of * perfon fo eftimable, ip. fpite of the libe- 
rality of the engraver, who has beftowed 
ppon you more years than really belong to 
you. I can, however, confble myfelf for this 
defeft, by the other moft faithful intelle&ual 
pidhires which you have fent me, in your 
wonderful muficaJ eflays, by which you have 
fo far ovtftript your peers. I regard my 
verfes with the more partiality, for having 
incited you to make fo laudable a ufe of your 
talents. 1 am very glad that you have beea 
informed of the juftice which I render yoi* 
stt Viennai and vou would have had more 
3 ' frequent 
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frequent confirmations of it in my own let- 
ters, if my age did not make the bufinefs of 
writing fo inconvenient to me. Fiirnifh 
me, however, occafions for doing it with 
more effe6l. 

Vienna, February 14, 1780% 



LETTER -XL 

TO THE SAME. 

Your commands, moft obliging Signofa 
Rosa, convince me how erroneous an opinion 
you have formed of me and my way of life, 
in believing me alert and robuft, and in the 
pra&ice of frequenting the court and perfbns 
of high rank. It is a long while fince my 
great age and infirmities have permitted me 
to quit the afylum of my owji houfe, except 
to perform the duties of religion, and even 
that, not conftantly. I have fmall hopes of 
feeing the Grand Duke and Dutchefs of Muf- 
covy, who are expe&ed here; But if by an 
accident, hardly poflible, flich an event fhould 
happen, and I had the prefumption,unfolicited, 
to propofe to them an account of the lingular 
merit of my admirable country-woman, how 
i* it poffiblc to hope, that $fter the miiliooJof' 

■ ' ?kJ e £V 
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objeSs which will havfc taken poffeffion of 
the mind of this prince and princefs in their 
long voyage ; among the innumerable ho- 
mages that will be rendered them at Rome ; 
amidft the feaffo with which their prefence 
will be celebrated, and the curiofity which 
they fhall have excited, they fhould ever 
find the leaft trace in their memories, of an 
humble petition made to them in paffing 
through Vienna? Your wifh fhould have 
been feconded at Rome, by perfons dextrous 
in fuch matters, who know how to ayail 
themfelves of daiiy circumftances. I wifh 
moft ardently, that your fortune were equal 
to your jxjerit ; and am extremely affii<5ied to 
be able at prefent to offer nothing better, than 
ufelefs, though coy dial, wifhes^ for your prof- 



Yjeiuia, September 6, 1781 



We muft n.o\y refume the correfpondence 
with his old friend Signor Filipponi, in which 
we had only advanced to the end of 1767. 

The poet had fuch frequent applications 
from bookfellers, who were perpetually mul- 
tiplying editions pf his works in all the great 
cities cff Italy, particularly Turin, that he 
' ■ * < feems 
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feems to have treated Sig. Rabj with a little 
lefs politenefs in the following letter, than, 
when a young author,. he had beftowed on 
fiettinctti. 



LETTER XII. 

TO SIGNOR FIUPPONI. 

. Our Sig* Rabj does his duty in thinking 
of his own intereft: but he is much miftaken, 
if he imagines that I am unipindful of mine? 
It is my bufinefs to judge of the refpeft and 
delicacy due from me to princes andprinceffes ? 
who have rewarded my labours with fuch 
fplendid magnificence. The oraples and ex* 
amples produced, are not fufficient to author 
jize me to difpofe of things that are not my 
own ; hence, my dear Sig. Filipponi, ^idvif? 
hjm to imitate my refignation. 

I participate fincerely in your affii&ion, at 
the unexpetied refolytion which your exem- 
plary fon has taken; but who knows, whether 
in his new ftate of perfeftion, he will not 
afford you fuch caufe to rejoice, as will repay 
you for your prefent grief with intereft ? I 
Jx>th wifh and hope it fincerely, 

Jfhe 
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Tht Gazettes muft have informed you of 
dur earthquake and inundations. The firft, 
which happened in Vifenna, was only tre* 
menddus threats* without the teaft fatal 
efFeft ; but in the neighbourhood of the city 
of Neujiadt, the confequences have been very 
ferious^ Yet the furious over-flowing of the 
Danube, thanks to the paternal goodnefs of 
our moft auguft fbvereign, who with hand 
and heart has affifted the wretched inhabit- 
ants of the deluged Suburbs, hats not produced 
thofe 'tragical effefts which were? juftly ap- 
prehended: fo that the evil has been infinitely 
lefs than the fright, from which we have not 
yet recovered. Adieu, my dear friend ; take 
care of your hdalth, and believe me, &c. 

' Vibnftfe, Kkutefr 7, 1768. 



L E T T BR XIII. 

\ TO TSS SAME.. 

You have dorie wifely, ftly dear Sig. 
FU$ppcni,XoilFLtz yodrfelfifi writing. Itfhfcll 
venture to take the farrie Ubeity^asr feel too 
plainly, that though otirs is thfc beift time of 
life r for prating, it is r Very urifaVouteble : to 
writing; but, m this country, an Italian 
■•• ama- 
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amanuenfis, to whom a man can fafely dic- 
tate, who wifhes that his letters may not dif- 
grace him, is a fifh very difficult to catch ; 
fo that I prefer fliort letters, or filenee, to the 
greater evil of lofing my credit or my pa- 
tience* 

My poor Pegafus has trotted and galloped 
fo much, that being now full of fpavins, he 
ought to eat his corn in quiet. My mod 
indulgent patroncls will, I hope, confider his 
crippled ftate, and not foon oblige him to 
crawl up the mountain. At prefent, I have 
no orders to obey ; and I have rdafon to re- 
joice at my efcape. ■.. -. 

I had almoft inadvertently let my pen be 
guilty of wishing you a happy new year ; 
fuch is the force of bad habits ; but thank 
. Jieaven, I ftopt juft at the inftant I was going 
to flip. So that I fhall not only avoid this 
flale and injurious formality, but am certain, 
that you will forgive me for the averfion I 
have to fo lilly and troublelbme a cuftom. 

Count Cana/e, with air his ample and 
.'flourishing family, have received your tefti- 
monies of efteem, with the higheft plealure ; 
and beg, reciprocally, to interchange good 
wifhcs ; permit me likewife to offer up vows 
for every branch of your family, facred, aud 

profane, 
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profane, whom I love, reverence, and honour, 
with all my ancient entire, and incorruptible 
affe&ion. . * 

Vienna, December 31, 1768. 



% L E T;TER-/XIV; : 

TO THE SAME. t . 

' God forgive you i my dea* friend, for pre- 
dicting, the neceffifcy afmy : clambering again 
up mount Parnaffus. After fc matty jour- 
neys, flumblesy and falls, does not it y£t feem 
time for my poor jaded Pegafiis to eat his lafl 
feed in peace ? Inftead of taking new fteps 
(as you fay) towards immortality, thepror 
grefs already made on the road, is loft, wheii 
we dare to tranfcend the bounds which nature - 
has preicribed to miferable humanity. 1 al- 
ready,, but, too well, -know this melancholy 
truth, and Wifh to profit from my knowledge; 
but how am I to refift the conftant and be- 
nignant ; ckmency, which overlooking my 
iniWficj^aey^ »£till wifhes to confer benefits 

r . :• Vienna, July 3, 1769. 



*i.i. -• •' . z LET- 
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LETTER XV, 

TO THE SAME. 

I should not know how to account, my 
dcareft friend, for the admiration with which 
you have honoured my letter concerning this 
Imperial family, if I did not refleflythat it 
contained nothing but plain truth, which, 
appears moft beautiful, when the leaft im- 
belliflied(/); my vanity, therefore, will allow 
me to take to myfelf no part of the praifes you 
beftow on this fortunate letter. They have* 
however, fo far excited my curiofity , as to make: 
me wifh to fee its contents. I therefore applied 
to a young man, who ufed to tranfcribe fome 
of .my letters previous to their departure, <as 
an exercife in the Italian language, which he 
ftudies with great diligence ; but it was not 
to be found in his bundle. Whether he 



(1) Notwithftanding the democratic clamour againft die 
tyranny of the Houfe of Auftria, in later times, the inha- 
bitants of Vienna, during the life of the £mprefs Queen, 
Maria Therefa^ who died 1780, feemed the happieft, and the 
moft contented with their Sovereign and her government, 
of any people in Europe. For inftances of this Princefs's 
virtues and benevolence, fee Dift. Biogr. art. marie. 

omitted 
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bhiitted giving it a place there for want o( 
time or inclination, I know not; t I fhould 
have the fame temjptation to juftify your 
favourable reception of the trifle I wrote on 
the Englifli Armonica (£); but it is mbft pru- 
dent not to enter too deeply into this ufelefs 
and perilous examination. Indeed if you had 
eonvihced me (as you rhight too eafily have 
done) that this little produ&ion, is UnVirorthy 
of applaud I fliould ftill have reafon for 
foifce confolation ; as the having already ob- 
tained it without defers would be a comfort* 
ing proof of the numerous band* of friends 
and defenders tfhich my good fortune has 
procured me ; and I am much more fenfible 
of this enviable acquisition, than of the 
choicfcft laurels of Parnafius. 

Adieu, my d$ar Sig, FiHpponi\ I retuirv 
you the compliments of the feafbn, in re- 
venge; tinging in pure fpite, thi* ftale and' 
ufelefs cant among real friends. 

Vienna, November 16, 1769. 

The talents of our two countrywomen, the 
Mifs Davis's, who refided a confiderabie time % 
at Vienna, hi the feme houfe as Hafre and 

\l) The Gfajesy carried to Vienna, and performed upon 
fcy^fhe eldi^ft Mifs DSviB* 

Vol. hi. o Fauftina, 
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fouftina *>have been celebrated by o«rtanj$ 
the eldeft, for her peiifi drmance on the <?/j$?jv 
at that time a new inftfirment ; and the 
youngeft, For her vocal abilities* The £tt*» 
prefs Queen had been fo pleafed by their 
feveral talents, that in the year 1769, on the 
marriage of the Infant Duke of Paitaa with 
the Arch-dutcheis Maria Amelia, ike defired 
Metaftafio to write a Cantata, which wafc 
fet by Haffe, in order to difplay their iwftral 
talents. This Cantata has been pablifhfcd i» 
late editions of the poet's works* under thfe 
title ^f FArmorlicVi the name of *he new m r 
jftrumeht on which the eldeft Mife £>i*ie 
iaccompariied her -fifter, in the pe*^m»ice.*0f 
the Cantata. 

A letter written by the poet to the princefe 
&i Belmonte, at Naples, recommending thefe 
performers to her prote&ion, ' will ferve as 
a comment to the Cantata juft inentfcrnesL 

LETTER XVI. 

TQ THE PRINCESS DI BELMONTE* 

The bearers of this moft reverential ad- 
drefs^are two Englifli young perfons,. travel- 
ling under the conduct of their worthy pa- 
* Sec P'refint'State of'Muf. in Germany* &c, Art. Vienna* 
:: ' rents. 
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fefcte* in order to give teftimonies at Naples 
of their feveral abilities in mufic; their 
ttames are Mifs Mary* and Mifs Cecilia 
Davis : the firft performs with admirable 
fkill on an inftrumeiit of new invention*, 
called the Armonicd. It is compofed of 
glaffes of different fizes* revolving, by means 
of a pedal, on a fpindle. Thefe glafles,. form- 
ing a, regular fcale of Tories and femi-tonesi 
being delicately touched with wet fingers* 
during their revolution, produce the moft un- 
commonly fweet, and celeftial tones,, imagin- 
able; particularly in pathetic ftrains* for 
which the inftrument is eminently calculate 
ed* The other fifter, who is pofleffed Qf * 
very pleafing and flexible voice, fings ex- 
tremely well, with much art arid natural 
expreflion ; and when accompanied by her 
fifter on thd Armonicd^ ihe has the power of 
uniting her voice with the inftrument, and 
of imitating its tones, fo exa&ly* that it is 
fometimes impoffible to diftinguilh one from 
the other. They have been here univerfally 
admired, and applauded i and my moft auguft 
Patronefs, who has deigned to hear tljem fre* 
quently, has honoured them with munificent 
teftimonies of imperial approbation. 

Vienna, January 16, i?72. 

q a Mi& 
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ftilfs Cecilia Davis performed in the thea- 
tre of San Carlo at Naples, the part of Bra~ 
damante, in Metaftafio's new opera of Rufe- 

GIERO, 

LETTER XVII. 

TO SIGNOR FILIPPONI. 

Your letters, my rrioft dear Sig. Fllipponu 
always afford me the greateft comfort, in 
reviving the idea of our long, fincefe, and 
difintereftied friendfliip, and of that honour- 
able chara&er, fa worthy of yourfelf, which I 
have' always found fo irreproachable ; , and 
this certain knowledge renders every thing 
dear that comes from you, even to the in- 
fult of a merry Chriftmas ; I therefore thank 
you for it, arid in revenge, join the famd 
wifh for you, with others which ought not to' 
be profaned by being coupled with fu'ch 
ftupid and vulgar companions. 

I am overwhelmed with confufion and 
gratitude, at the partial arid generous difpo- 
fition of your obliging and learned friend, 
in wifliing to honour me With the dedication 
of his Lvjiad (J). I therefore beg of you to 

(/) Or the Difcovery of India r , an epic poem, by Luis 
di Camobns. It does not appear who was the tranffator 
of this poem into Italian, who fo much wifhcd to dedicate 
his verfion to Metaftafio* 

exprefe 
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fcxprefs to him the lively and fiacere fenti- 
ments of my grateful heart, and my impa- 
tience to fee tnmsfufed into our language by 
a mafterly hand, a work which hasjuftly 
merited ugiverfal approbation ; but after 
this true and candid aflurance,, ufe all your 
eloquence, I entreat you, to convince him, 
that neither the nature of the gift, nor his 
own intereft or mine, can permit mg to 
accept of it. The oppulent foijs of fortune, 
among whom it has ijtot pleaded providence 
to rank me, b^ve $c<pif ed # right by im*- 
piempr^ble prefcription, to all dedications; 
and both the work and the author (by fubr 
ftjtuting to fome great name, that of a poor 
inhabitant of Parnaffus) would be deprived 
of the well foyndecj hopes of .thpfe folid ad- 
vantages which he might promise himfelf 
from riches anij power. An honour fo little 
my due, would provoke the malevolent to 
examine my titles ^ and God defend me 
from fuch a dangerous enquiry ! In fliort, 
having hitherto, for this invincijble reafon, 
always refufed the acceptance pf foch in? 
cei>fe, I have lpft the power pf compliance, 
if I would not moft defervedly incur the in- 
dignation of thofe by whom it has hereto- 
fore been offered : Do you, my dear Sig. 

03 Filipponi) 
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Fillpponi, endeavour to prevent this moffc 
reafonable repugnance from dirnihifliing the 
partiality of this worthy man of letters, 
which I would not lofe for the world. 

Sig. €(male is very fenfible of the intertft 
you take in the recovery of his fon-in-law ; 
and has consigned to me, on your account, a 
thoufand grateful and pffeftionate cxpre£ 
iions. Contrive to let the venerable prieft«» 
efs know how much I love, efteem, and 
honour her, as well as your numerous off-, 
ipring, facred andprophane, ft nati natorum t 
ft qui nafcentur ab ittis ; and never ceafe to 
Relieve me invariably yours. 

yjenna, December 17, 1770, 

LETTER XVIII, 

*ZO THE SAME. 

1 

Among the many flattering receptions of 
my Rucjgiero in Italy (/#), who was not 

[w) The pperaxf RupeiERo,*he laft of the poet's dn*~ 
matic productions, was written by order of the Empre$ 
Queen, and publifhed under his own eye, in a moft cor- 
reft and fplendid edition in quarto, at Vienna. It was fet.by 
Haffe, and performed at Milan, on the marriage of the 
Archduke Perrfinand xtf Aiiftria, .with Maria Beatrjce vf 
Efte| Princefs of Modena, 177 i t 

fright 



brought up by his old fire with Vety-Wn- 
guine hopes, yours, my dear Sig. RftippoHij 
has been the moft grateful. I am pleafe<& 
that you have ftill found in thi* late produc- 
tion of my tired and exhaufted genius, fome 
features of the aid countenance of your 
Jriend j and I have relieved with the high* 
eft pka&re, on the efiSaS of this recognition 
upon your good heart. Thefe kind fymptoms 
of (incere friendftiip, have carried nje back 
tyith infinite delight to our juvenile days; 
renovating the pkafing beginnings of 
our af&£tion, and its conftant fucce£- 
five progreffion* My lively imagination 
J»s t#l$:e# a liew wa& wtffy you tburpugh the 
Jlrqdfl Qiulia* £nd the dafk Pqrtqfio upon thg, 
Gianicoloi at, Rome; we ^vq breathe4 
together the chsarfal and falubripus air of 
the Pomeroj at Naples \ &#4 if has repre? , 
fented to me pur private feftivities, irwQCejtf 
(ynjpofiacs, an4 poetical confabulations* 
You fee for how* Riany gay ide?t§ \ $nj 
indebted to your letter; I now pjueht tp bp 
particularly grateful for thpfl}, a? J hkv? 
great ocqafipn for fuch fpecjfrgj ^gaiijft tb$ 
jg^ftigate perfecution of ijjy Ijygopjiojidri^ 
complaints, which tinge ^t£^^e& ?Y^y 
thought 

04 Without 
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Without the leaft {hadow of affectation, % 
»m truly grateful to thofe who haye had the 
partiality to wifh to dedicate to me their 
works ; but have never had the courage ta 
accept of an incenfe which fropn time im«? 
memorial has appertained tp the oppulent 
ions of fortune. We poor inhabitants of 
Parnaffus are born to offer, and not to receive 
it; and J ought not to be condemned for 
refufujg to become a ufurper. I entreat you 
to become my advocate, and to plead my 

gratitude and jreafpnable {elf-denial. 

Vienna, December 26, 1771* 



We quitted the poet's correfpondence 
yrith his beloved Gemello^ Farinelli, July^ 
1768, after fettling him at Bologna, and 
after feveral confolatory letters, and admo- 
nitions to fortitude and refignation (not 
very fuccefsful indeed) had been fent to him 
by our bard. We {hall now refume thi§ 
correfpondence, and continue it, uninter- 
ruptedly, till May 1769; from which period 
there is a chafm of feven years in the printed 
edition of Metaftafip's letters, to this cele- 
brated finger, without any reafon being 
afligned by the editor. 



(> ) 



LET T E R XIX- 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLJ. 

The kind care wfriph my bplove^ Car** 
fuccio (n) took to acquaint me, in preference 
to {q jnany others, of the new form whiph 
your domeftic fociety takes, in confequence 
of your generofity, and the fuggeftions of 
your heart and benevolent mind, is a pre r 
cious erpanation of our affe&ionate and in^ 
diffoluble Twinfhip. I cannot expjefs to yoii 
the pleafure which thi§ confidence has given 
me, nor fufficiently copgfatulate you on the 
pcckfion. In the firft place, if is a great CQmr 
fort to me to fin4 in this action, the conftant 
and admirable chancer pf my dear Gemello, 
always like himfelf, and always determined to 
4iftinguifh himfelf from common men by 
beneficence, which is o$e of the greateft 
attributes of the divinity. I hope, in the 
fecond place, or rather promife myfelf, that 

(ff)The diminutive! and augmentative^ of the Italian 
language are fo delicate and numerous, tbaf it js 'in vain to 
attempt finding equivalents for them alj, in any other 
tongue. Carlo, for Jnftance, is Charles j CaHiw, little 
Charles j Carlualo, dear fweet Charles^-Grr/w*, grefc 
Pharles j Garbed*, iwfty filthy great Charles, 

th? 
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the necefTary and delightful occupations 
which the regulating this rifing generation 
furnifhes, will, by degrees, banifh all thofe 
gloomy and hypochondriac thoughts, which 
r inceffantly haunted and governed you, day 
and night; threatening your definition, t$ 
the profound, but unavailing affli&ion of 
your friends, unable to afford you any aifift-' 
ancc. 

At prefent, inftead of thefe melancholy 
imaginations, I cannot tell how many pleafing^ 
juid happy ideas croud into my mind. I fee 
you healthy, ferene, and making your wholp 
happinefe confift, as ufual, in procuring that 
of others : You are now full in my view, 
with your dear nephew at your fide ; I 
now fee you at the harpfichord with ypur 
noble little niece. And very very often (only 
mind how the fancy of poets runs away with 
them) I feem to lee you (kipping round 
your flourishing beds of peas, beans, and 
other fortunate tender plants, which will 
certainly thrive in proportion to the care of 
fo houc#, prudent, and friewlly a cultivator* 
Now, my beloved Gemello, there only re- 
mains forme to thank you ? as I fincerely do, 
for your particular attention to me ; apd to 
rejoice with yw at ypur fasvipg djfepvered 

a better 
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H better mode of reading my heart, where 
jrou have fo long been an inhabitant, than I v 
of explaining it, by fcribbling or prating*-** 
Adieu, my deareft Gemello : may iieavem 
reader you happy in proportion to my 
Wifl^s, and adininifter to you new motires 

pf confolitfion, 

Vienna &q>teinbcr f> *j(& 



LETTER XX- 

"N 

TO THE SAME* 

Sio^ron Manctni (o) a few days ago, 
and Sig. Tifialdi yefterday, have faithfully 
eonfigned to me the affe&ionate remem- 
brances of my beloved Gemello ; and have 
patiently anfwered all my numerous inter- 
rogatories, concerning the prefent ftate of 
your hfumour, as well as heakh. Some of 
ibt information I have obtained has confoled 
fne, particularly that which reprefents you 
fe jnuch (atisfied with the new domeftic 

(4 A &iger of the Bologna fchooj, educated under tb* 
celebrated Bernacehi, His voice z'fipnmoi but having 
quitted the ftage, he was now engaged as finging-mafter tp 
(he ArtMiiteheflTes, which ^lace he filled in ^772, when I 

few Jw*t Yic«a»f JS* Qta* %m^ v<& h An. Viean* 

fpciety 
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fociety which you have acquired, and the 
^leafing occupation which it affords you u 
but, on the contrary, the account which I 
kave had of the obftinate continuance of 
your impertinent tertian ague, afflifts me 
extremely. And finding that your niece is 
not exempt from this wearing malady, has 
made me reafonably conclude, that fome 
external caufe, common to you both, has 
pecafioned your indifpofitionu Jf this 
Should have been the cafe, it wpuld not b§ 
t>e difficult to difcover and remove it. My 
fond twinifm has fuggefted to me, that yo\j 
pafs the chief parf of your time iij the open 
air ; that the autumnal exhalations, and the 
poifonous vapours of ? great part of our 
country, is not breathed with impunity ; that. 
the air cf paved cities is much le(s im- 
pregnated with this poifbn, not only from the 
exhalations of the earth being impeded, but . 
from the numerous and conftant fires, as well 
jls the motion of the inhabitants, which agi- 
tate and corred the air. And I beg that the 
neceffary care of your health, may fet you a 
thinking of thefe matters which frjendfliip 
has fuggefted to me. Take them into. con- 
sideration, my dear. Gemello, and examine 
my fiifpicions : If you find them at all pro* 

babfoj 
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bable, avoid expofing yourfelfy at leaft dutf* 
ing the perilous feafon. I well know thaC' 
your conduit has been fuch hitherto, as to 
prove that you are in no want of tutors, and 
that I pretend to no fiich employment ; but 
this doubt torments me, and if I did not 
communicate it to you, I fhould be ten? 
times more tormented with remorfe. 

I congratulate your amiable niece on her 
happy maternal ftate, and her fpoufe on the 
graduation of his paternal proximity* Re- 
commend me to them both, and infpire 
them with a proportion of your afFe&ibn for 
me : as they are already extremely dear to 
tAp from the love which my Gemello bears 
them, whom I tenderly embrace, and of 
whom I (hall ever be moft faithfully, &c- 
Vienna, November 30, 1768- 

LETTER XXL 

TO THE SAME. 

Our extreme clofe attachment to' each 

other is fo public, that every one believes, if 

he is dear to one of us, that he is fiire to 

poffefs the friendship of. both. Signora 

Marianna Bianchi Tozzi (j>\ who a(pires at 

(^) A celebrated opera finger, who at this time ranked 
very high in the favour of the public, both in Italy and 
Germany. 

the 



the acquifkion of your favour, Which fhtf 
has no doubt of obtaining, if I only affure 
you, that fhe is already in pofieffion of mine : 
and I cannot refufe her the confeffion of this 
truth. When, not long ago, fhe reprefented 
in this theatre, the part of Cletia in my 
opera of that name, I was extremely pleafed 
with her ; not only on account of her excel- 
lent performance, and blamelefs conduct, 
but for her attention and indefatigable appli- 
cation to fulfil all her duties. She. returns 
to Italy, at prefent, through Brunfwick; 
where, according to my accounts, fhe has 
juftly received univerfal applaufe. If you 
will but let her know that her fupp?£tion is 
not entirely unfounded, I fhall be extremely 
grateful, provided fhe does not fail in execu- 
ting pun&ually all the commiffions to you, 
with which 1 have charged her. Adieu, 
my dear Gemello. I devoutly reverence all 
your arhiable domeftic committee, and am 
as ufual, % yours. 

Vienna, December 14, 1768. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXI*. 

TO THE SAME. 

• Youk lafl letter of the cjtfi kuftant, occa- 
sions a mixture of pleafure, anxiety, aud 
affii£ion t which I am unable to defcribe» 
The obfti&acy of your diabolical fever, the 
jwrthetic pi&ure of the ftate of your perhaps 
too go*5d, hearty and the affectionate thov^ghts 
which ftimulated you to add new ties of 
friead&ip to thofe which have hithertp & 
iadiflolubly united us, are ideas well worthy 
of the fweet and bitter tumult with which I: 
am by tunas internally agitated. It was 
ioipoflible for you to give me a ftronger 
prtoof of your conftant affe&ion, than by in- 
viting me to a facred alliance, in preference 
to rfo many diftinguifhed perfbns to whom 
you might apply. You muft therefore 
imagine how much I feel myfelf obliged i 
atid how I am flattered by this new inftance 
of the place I hold in your heart. But as 
there is no perfeft happinefs in this valley of 
tears, the plea&re of finding myfelf thus di£ 
tiaguifhed by you from the croud of your 
3 friends, 
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friends is difturbed by an invincible imfeai* 
ment, which oppofes itfelf to the executiori 
of ycur defign. The never having reprefented 
the perfbnage of whofe office you kindly 
think me worthy, during my long life* 
would be a fmall obfiacle in treating with 
Iriy Gemello; but the misfortune is, that 
befides the number of perfons to whom I 
have excufed myfelf, it is not two months 
fince I refitted the felicitations of a perfon 
much coiinedted at court, and whd would 
have a reafbnable caufe for being offended* 
if after fefufing him, I complied with the 
requeft of another ; and the refcntment of 
this perfon would not only be urtpleafant* 
but might be mifchievoiis. Nor is it pofli- 
ble for me to flatter myfelf with keeping it 
a fecrct; the hoping to conceal any of 
our aftions, who are as well known as the 
North ftar, would be a Platonic idea. So 
that your part, my dear Gemello, is not 
only to pardon, but pity me, the lofs being 
wholly mine ; and my part will be gratefully 
to remember, as long as I live, what you 
thought and wifhed. 

In fpite of the hurry with which I am 
obliged to write a heap of ufelefs letters, I 
cannot forget to prefent my refpe&s to the 

fruitful 
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Fruitful lady who honours me with hef 
notice, and to affiire her, that by anxioufly 
attending to your health* fhe will add to 
that of yours moft faithfully. 

Vienna j January 23* 1769* 



LETTER XXIL 

TO tHE SAME* - 

^ttiovoK your moft welcome remembrance 
of the ifcth of laft February, was only an an- 
fwer to my preceding prolix letter* I cannot 
poftpone my reply to it* nor reftrain my 
abufe, which your inhumanity well merits y for 
the manner with which yoti have treated my 
folicitude. You know in what a ftate of mind 
the account of yottr obftinate fevef txitift have 
left me- and without alluring tne that you 
had at length fent it to the devil, you con- 
tent yourfelf with merely faying, that your 
health is capricious* But in fpite of you* 
I find motives of Confolation in the fteadinefs 
of your hand- writing ; in your lileilce itfelf ; 
and, above all* in the vivatity of your letter* 
which is not tin&ured with a febrile humour* 
But it is not out of chafa&er for a marine 
vol. in, h monfter 
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monfter to reduce a Gemello to confole 
himfelf, by having recourfe to conjedhire* 
Thank heaven, in thefe days of penitence 
(Lent) I remember, like a good chriftian, 
that anger muft be fubdued, otherwife I 
fhould not let you off fo eafily ; but mind ! 
and keep yourfelf well, if you wifh my rage 
fhould not be renewed. 

If, at this time of our lives, you could 
doubt of my fincerity, or I of yours, we 
fhould be unpardonable. 1/ have feen your 
invitation in no other light, than as a tender 
proof of your friendfhip ; and you would be 
extremely unjuft and ungrateful, if yoir 
could fuppofe I had any other latent reafbn 
for declining the offer, than that which I 
have candidly flated. So that you have not 
the leaft occafion to repent of the friendly 
eagerhefs- with which you have fo much 
obliged me ; nor I to blufh at my involuntary 
backwardnefs, in accepting of your twinly 
offer. Therefore, in fpite of wild and unwor- 
thy conjeitures, let me enjoy in peace, the 
plcafure which this ndw proof of kindnefs 
has afforded me, of knowing how I ftand in 
your good heart. 

I envy Signora Bianchi, and Monfieur 
Lojier, who have ere now feen and embraced 

my 
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my dear Gemello. O that I could do the 
fame! But though I cannot fee the leaft pro- 
bability of it ever happening, I cannot relin- 
quish the hope, 

Vienna, March 2, 1769. 



LETTER XXIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

Muger paridera, hija la primera(q) I 
therefore congratulate you, my deareft Ge- 
mello, on the fafe and certain fecundity of 
your amiable niece, and of the prowefs with 
which (he has happily accomplished her 
firft maternal expedition. Accuftomed to 
Jive among the Graces and the Mufes, You 
ought to be pleafed, that, under your auspices, 
their chorus is going to be augmented, and 
that fortune has dextroufly afforded you an 
apportunity of manifefting your gratitude, 
by rendering them a due return for that 
education which you are fo publicly known 
to have had from them. . I entreat you to 
exprefs my fincere joy to the mother, in the 
mod lignificant words which you can think 

(q) The woman is a good breeder, who begins by 
bringing forth a girl. . Span. Frov* 

H 2 of. 
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of ; atid my tender affefifcoh for the child, by 
a hundred kiffes at leaft : as this right whfch 
I claim from our twmfhip, cannot, at prefent, 
be fufceptible of any malignant interpre- 
tation. 

A friend, well knowing', like all living, 
mortals, my affe&ionate eagerrrefs to be 
acquainted with every thing that concerns 
you, has anticipated your information, and 
obliged me extremely by his diligence; but 
that has not, however, inclined me to blame 
your delay. To infift on a rigorous exa6H- 
tude of ceremonial from a poor gentleman 
juft brought to bed, would be unreafbnable 
to the laft degree; particularly, from one 
whom, from long experience, I know to be 
poffeffed of fuch a mind and heart, that it- 
would be difficult to decide, during the throes 
of child-birth, whether the Offerings of the 
niece, or thofe of the uncle would be the 
greatest. But now yo# have vanquished the 
difficulty of this fipft apprcnticfelhip, I hope 
you will have frequent occafionsr for exer- 
eifing your courage, with much greater 
eafe : and am, as I have ever been, and 
ever foall be? yeur nioft faithful, &c 

Vienna, May I, 1769; 

2 L ET- 
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LETTER XXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

On Monday evening, the firfl: of tlie pre* 
ient month, I fent my lervant Jofia to the 
poft-houfe, with my letter of congratulation 
for your happy labour •, when he brought me 
back, in exchange, a confirmation of the good 
jidings in your owij frand-writing, dated 2 1 ft 
of laft April; I found, after the pleafure which 
the perafel afforded me, another pleafure, hi 
perceiving, that your affectionate and impa* 
tienttwinfhip hadfeducedyou to take the pen, 
during the firfl: myfterious days of your par- 
turition : I 4«n extremely grateful, for the 
juftice which you have done my fplicitude on 
your account; ^nd accept, with all due grati- 
tude, the enviable friendfhip, and patronage, 
of Signora Maria, Carlotta, Anna^ Terefa, fe-f 
tronilla, to whom 1 beg of you to quintuple, 
on my ^ccountj in proportion to her names ? 
the embraces, which I confign to you for 
her ufe, by virtue of pur moft clofe (becaufe 
ple&ive) affinity: promifing to reimburfe 
you in current coin, whenever it (hall pleafq 

H3 God' 
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God to permit us to fee each other; a hope, 
which notwithstanding all the difficulties, I 
do not mean to renounce. There wanted 
but a little Erefypulus to try your patience, 
which for a long time has certainly not been 
idle. O my poor Gemello ! — but I recal 
this exclamation : fuch mortals as you are 
in no want of compaffion. Your virtue has. 
afforded fufficient proofs of your knowing, 
not only how to fail before the wind, but 
how to tack in contrary winds, without 
looling your fteerage. And yet, though I 
will not degrade you by my pity, I cannot 
help praying for your tranquillity. I live in 
the greateft intimacy with my moft conftant 
complaints : What would you have me do? 
It is keeping bad company, but I might 
have worfe. Prefent a million of kind com- 
pliments from me to your dear niece, but 
qualified with the refpeft due to her fublime 
rank among matrons : and never ceafe, on 
your own part, to return the affe&ion of 

vour, &c. 

Vienna, May 4, 1769. 



Though the poet's letters to the learned 
and worthy Padre Martini^ contain nothing 

of 
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of importance to general literature ; yet to 
lovers of Mufic and its hiftory, nothing that 
concerns this venerable Maejiro di Capella y 
can be indifferent. For fuch', therefore, we 
fhall give a translation of the following fliort 
letters; to whom they will probably afford 
fbme pleafure, from the mere circumftance 
of two fuch men being in friendfhip, and 
correfpondence, with each other . 



LETTER XXV. 

TO PADRE MARTINI, « 

The unexpe&ed misfortune which has 
happened to the worthy Abate del Monte, 
which muft already have arrived at yQur 
knowledge, is univerf^lly lamented ; it has 
retarded many days the pleafure of receiving 
your moll obliging letter of the 7 th of laft 
January, which was delivered to me only 
laft week. I fent a fervant to him immedi- 
ately, with iincere offers of my fervice§ 
in any way in which it was poffible for 
me to be ufefijl ; and he brings me back 
the comfortable news, that he was as well 
3s it was poffible for a perfon to be, with a 

£ ^ broken 
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broken leg : which feems to fay, th$t the 
cure will not be flow, nor be attended with 
any inconvenient confequences. As foon as 
ever he is vilible, I (hall vifit him in perfbn, 
in fpite of near two hundred fteps, which it 
will be neceffary to afcend, in order to 
attain his aerial habitation. 

I ?im extremely impatient, not only for 
the fecond volume of your moft learned 
Hijiory, but for the Duets ^nd Trios 9 which 
you make us hope : ^nd I fhould be ex- 
tremely proud, if I were able to furnifh you 
with any thing inedited towards your lauda-. 
ble undertaking ;, but whatever I write, be- 
ing by order and for the ufe of the court, is 
performed and printed immediately; or, if 
fufpended by fome accident, the produftion 
is laid by for a future occafion ; and I am 
not at liberty to publifli it. 

Take care of yourfelf, for the honour of ■ 
our dear Italy ; and believe me always, with 
the moft juft $nd relpeftful efteem. 

Vienna, February 22, 1768. 
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LETTER XXVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

I found on my tabic, a few days ago, 
the fecond volume of the moft learned 
work of my very worthy Padre Martini ; 
and this morning, an admirable letter 
from him, without knowing who was the 
benevolent bearer. But as I could not be 
ignorant of the friendly and, generous hand 
from which fuch a precious gift, and fuch an 
obliging letter, came, I haften to acknow- 
ledge the inftru&ion I receive from the one, 
and the pleafure afforded me by the other. 
I ihall profit from this work, as much as the 
narrow limits of my mufical knowledge ex- 
tend; and Ihall procure that juftice to be 
rendered to it, which is due to the oracle of 
harmony. After thefe effufions of gratitude, 
my next bufinefs is to entreat the continu- 
ance of your partiality, as if I could ftill 
doubt of it, after the teftimonies which I 
have received, But it is my duty to aflure 
the illuftrious donor, of the high eftimation 
in which I hold his gift, and of the lively 

wifli 
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wifh with which I am impreft, to merit, in 
fome way or other, his obliging attentions, 

Vienna, March 4, 177 1. 

LETTER XXVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Yesterday was configned to me, by 
Signor Antonio Baroni, the new dillertation 
De ufu progrejjionis geometries in Mufica ; and 
with the utmoft eagernefs I inftantly began 
the perufal : but I foon law that it was a 
kind of reading that I was not qualified to 
go through with, haftily. With due atten- 
tion, I hope, however, to acquire from it 
all the pleafure and inftau&ion of which my 
intelligence is capable. In the mean time, 
accept my moft grateful thanks for the pre- 
cious gift : wifhing you, reverend and learned 
Sir, a long enjoyment of that life and health, 
which you fo laudably employ in increafing 
the luftre of our country ; believe me to be 
with affedtion, gratitude, and efteem, &c. 

It will probably afford fome gratification 
to the lovers of Englifh poetry, who are 
zealous for the honour of our countrymen, 
to be made acquainted with the effe£t which 

a perul^l 
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a perufal of an Italian tranflation of Young's 
Night Thoughts, had on a man of Metaftafio's 
exquifite tafte and found judgment. There 
is only one letter in the colle&ion, addreffed 
to the perfon to whom the poet confides his 
fentiments. 



LETTER XXVIII. 

TO DOCTOR GIUSEPPE BOTTONI. 

I have perufed with avidity, and infinite 
pleafiire, which I never expe&ed to receive 
from excefs of melancholy, the firft fix Night 
Thoughts of the celebrated poet Young, in 
your elegant verfionj and am extremely 
grateful to you for enabling me to have a 
knowledge of the Englifh Mufes, in fpite of 
my involuntary ignorance of this excellent 
language. Thanks to your affiftance, I 
have underftood, and admired, thefe poems to 
fuch a degree, that they did not feem at all 
to have changed their drefs. I have not 
pbferved in your tranflation, any of thofe 
uncertain and fervile ftrokesof the pencil, 
which ufually diftinguifh a copy from an 
priginal ; and am perfuaded, that if the fub- 

lime 
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lime author bad fung on the banks of th<s 
Anw, he would have ojpreffed his thoughts 
in that flowing, clear, and noble manner; 
and with that conftant and varied harmony, 
with which you have fo wonderfully tranf- 
lated and enriched him. I can cafily com- 
prehend what infinite pains fuch a difficult; 
talk muft have qoft you ; but it feems well 
worthy of your labour. The extraordinary 
merit of this excellent writer appears, even 
in his defe&s ; for notwithftanding the want 
of order and connexion, his frequent repe- 
titions, determined obftinacy in always 
Aewing the dark fide of every obje&, andi 
unwillingnefs to cpndud us to virtue by any 
other way, than that of defpair; in fpitq 
(I (ay) of thefe oppreffive circumftances, he 
feizes on the reader, and traftfpqrts him juft 
whither he pleafes. 

He always thinks for himfelf, profoundly, 
and with grandeur. His colouring is vivid ? 
vigourous, and fplendid; fo that the abun- 
dance of his beauties, makes us overlook his 
imperfe&ions ; as we are too much dazzle^ 
by the magic of Reubens' s colouring, to fee 
the defeats of his defign. 

May the favours of Apollo with which 
you have been blefled, continue during the 

progress 
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jprogrefs of a work fo admirably begun ; and 
may I be ftill indulged with your partiality* 

Vienna, May 23, 177 1* 

To the following correfpondent of this pe- 
riod (1 771) no more than one letter feems to 
have been preferved ; but as we obtain by it 
Metaftafio's opinion, on a fubjeft as curious in 
politics, as that of the preceding letter in po- 
etry, it feems well worthy of infertion here* 

LETTER XXIX. 

1TO SIONOR D< GIACOMO MARTORELLI. 

I never doubted, Sir, but that Baron Van 
Swieten, in his anfwer, would render you all 
due juftice ; but I am extremely pleafed to 
fee my expectations fo fully verified in the 
Copy tranfmitted to me, and to find in what 
high eftimation your opinions and writ* 
ings are held by fo enlightened a judge : as 
you may place entire confidence in the appro- 
bation beftowed upon you by a man fo can- 
did, frank, and of a temperament fo entirely 
hoftile to flattery. 

I am extremely obliged, as you may well 
imagine, by the trouble which you have 
taken to fend me the epigram lately come 

from 
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from the Ifland of Barataria(r). Your civi- 
lity to it inclines me to imagine, that you 
think it my own ; it will not therefore be de- 
cent for me to pafs fentence upon it, having 
not yet learned to fwim or fi(h in the troubled 
waters of critical feas. A very learned adept 
in the imperial library, to whom I commu- 
nicated the epigram, believes the author of it 
to have been a Greek and not a Roman: found- 
ing his opinion upon the error which, according 
to him, cannot be that of the ftone-cutter, 
and upon fome phrafes which feem to him 
tranfpofed. I fhall procure a copy of the li- 
terary journal of Florence, and without fear 
of being deceived, fhall believe what is there 
determined concerning it. 

With refpedi to this part of the world, li- 
terature of every kind is a merchandife for 
which there is no vent; and the phyfical rea- 
fonforit is, the enormous and ruinous military 
lyftem, which obliges the fovereigns, whe- 
ther thev will of no, in order to defend them- 
felves from each other, to impoverilh both 
themlelves and their fubje6te. And as there 
is no other road by which individuals can 
expeft advancement, fo princes would be 

(r) Alluding to the tranflation of a Greek Epigram, which 
afterwards appeared among his pofthumous works, 

thought 



( I" ) 

thought reprehenfible curators of the public 
fecurity, if the leaft part of that revenue were 
appropriated to the honour of Minerva, which 
is hardly fufficient for the expences of Mars. 
And this too indifputable truth, is the clear 
folution of innumerable problems, my dear 
Sig. Martorelli, which appear inexplicable. 

Vienna, Auguft 19. 1771. (j) 

Of the many prints engraved of Metaftafio, 
I have never feen one that did juftice, either 
to his features or expreffion. And the Poet, 
in the following letter to a Roman painter, 
who applied to him for a print, or the copy of 
a pidure, which refembled him the moft, 
feems to have thought himfelf little obliged 
to the artifts who had made him the fiibje£t 
of their labours. 

(j) The reader will recollefl, by attending to this date, 
the fituation of Germany at the time thefe reflexions were 
made: the long and ruinous war between Auftria and Pruf- 
fia, and the mutual jealoufy which, thofe powers entertained 
of each other, feem to have difcouraged and banifhed almoft 
every art, but that of (laughter. But now, in greater dan- 
ger from the arms and principles of France, than the fears 
©r ambition of each other, though united among themfelves, 
their whole attention and refources are neceflarily pointed 
to the fecurity, not only of the government, religion and 
laws of the feveral {rates, but the pofleflions, liberty, and 
lives, of individuals, more important and folid bleflings, than 
literature or the fine arts ! 

LET- 
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LETTER XXX, 

tO SIGNOR FRANCESCO CARDINALS 

Fame, which blazons the merit of others* 
however conftant and univerfal, is, however, 
but too frequently the mere efFeft of chance 
and good fortune ; hence that which procures 
me the favour of your choice, may very 
probably be of this kind; but too rigorous 
an examination into motives* may not be for 
the advantage of my felf-love; and being in- 
debted to good fortune for the acquifition of 
your partiality, I fhould not have Sufficient 
courage to take much pains, in analyzing and 
deftroying it* 

Impreffed with a due fenfe of my obliga- 
tion to you, for the honour you do me, by 
wifhing to give my portrait a place among 
theilluftrious men whom you propofe to copy* 
I cannot, in gratitude, help praying to heaven, 
that by thus exalting me, you may not dis- 
grace your own tafte and judgment. 

It is moft certain, that my pidiure in the 
obfervatory of the Arcades at Rome, was fent 
thither by myfelf, from Vienna, attherequeft 
of Prince D. Sigifmondo Ghigi\ and likewife 
that it was carefully copied from that which 

"W39 
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Was onde thought to referable me the moft ; 
but it feems as if I had no great reafbn to be 
proud of it. In that which I inclofe, you will 
find the features of my peruke and band per- 
fe&ly expreffed ; but riot thofe of my face. 

Yet it did not feem ufelefs to fend it, as ex- 
ternal, but true circumftances, however tri- 
vial, frequently contribute to fuggeft the air 
of an abfent countenance. 

Vienna, December 9, 1771* 

There are feveral fhort letters of civility 
in the colle&ion, from the bard to this paint- 
er; who feems to have merited his efteem, 
by the modefty and refpeft with which he ad- 
drefTed him* 

" The candour and modefty with which 
you exprefs yourfelf, have not only confirm- 
ed, but confiderably encreafed my efteem for 
you : as thefe qualities have their intriiific and 
real value, without the affiftance of opinion 
or chance. I congratulate yott on the poffe£ 
lion of fuch qualities, and perhaps more on 
my own account than yours, as they have ren- 
dered the poffeffion of your partiality a n*ore 
valuable acquifition. " 

The following letter of this period, will 
afford the reader an opportunity of knowing 

I Metaf- 



Metaftafio's ideas of a perfeft Canzone, or de- 
tached fong of many ftanzas. 



LETTER XXXI. 

TO THE MARQUIS CARLO VALENTI, 
upon a Canzone written by P. Sanbonifacio, the 
* Jefuity on the Emprefs Queen's birth-day. 

Whoever was the author of the Canzone 
which you have been pleafed to fend me, has 
great reafon to be grateful to the mufes for 
the partial affiftance which they have afford- 
ed him, in this pleafing and' ingenious produc- 
tion. It is at once poetical, clear, noble, 
harmonious, rich in imagery and ideas, and 
manifefts, throughout, the effe&s of that art, 
which the writer fo dexteroufly and perfedtly 
has contrived to conceal. But what has af- 
forded me the moft pleafure, is the author's 
exquifite judgment, which difcovers itfelf 
both in the choice of his fubjedt, and in the 
fkilful manner of arranging his materials % 
which he has diverfified without multiplying 
them, and formed into a whole, where no- 
thing is wanting or fuperabundant ; I congra- 
tulate.him on his fuccefs; and while I render 

you 
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ybu my beft thanks for this new and obliging, 

teftimony of your remembrance, permit me 

to remind you of the conftant and ancient 

retped, with which I have always been, and 

ever fhall be, &c* 

Vienna, June 10. 1771. 



We fhall now return to the Poet's corres- 
pondence with Sig. Saverib Mattei of Na- 
ples, with whom he generally difcufles lite- 
rary fubje&s* more amply, than with moft of 
his other cbrrefpondeiits* 

LETTER. XXXII. 

TO SIGNOR SAVERIO MATTEI. 

'Though you alwiys avail yourfelf of £ 
period equal to the time which I have Suffer- 
ed to elapfe In aiifwering your laft letter, I 
lubmit with patience, while I ktidw you are 
fulfilling the duties of a parent and a philo- 
fopher. And I rejoice extremely* that you 
have quitted the tireforfie toils of the bar, which 
obliged you to exercife your taleitts at the ex- 
pence of more luminous and fruitful employ- 
ments; I hope thefe are the preludes tb a 
feries of aufpicious events ; and that, for once* 

1 2 fortune 
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fortune will be obliged to unite with jufiice, 
in favouring merit. • 

I perceive the partiality of friendfhip in all 
you fay of my Ruggiero ; and the pleafurc 
which this difcovery affords me, is a confola- 
tion more flattering, than the confcioufnefs 
of fuperior merit could produce. But what- 
ever my poor drama may be, its worth will 
certainly receive no encreafe by the refpe& 
fliewn to the Singers of the prefent times; re- 
duced by their own fault to the rank of per- 
formers of Intermezzi, or buffoon interludes 
between the fevefal dances, which are now 1 
become more iftterefting than the a6ts of an 
opera. For the Dancers having ufurped the 
art of counterfeiting the affe&ions, and of 
rej>refenting human actions, have juftly ac- 
quired the attention of the people, which the 
others have as juftly loft. For contenting 
themfelves with grating the ears of the audi- 
ence with a vocal Sonata, which is called an 
Air, often very ofFenfive, they leave to the 
Dancers the talk of occupying the mind and 
heart of the r fpe&ators* by which they have 
reduced our theatre to a fhameful and intoler- 
able jumble of incongruities. 

Vienna, May 30. 1771. 

LET- 
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LET T E R XXXtll. 

TO THE SAME. 

Though I am become callous, by long 
ufe, to the mangling of my poor dramas, yet 
your friendly compaffion, in preventing mon- 
ftrous wens from fpringing out of my Ezio, 
has obliged me extremely. The S^uartetto 
which you have written, is decent, conveni- 
ent, and happy ; and if it is well treated by 
the compofer and performers, I believe it will 
have a good e#e6t in the reprefentation. In- 
deed it will render the fecond a6t fomewhat 
barren of airs, in which the £wo principal 
perfonages will have but one fong arpiece : 
jvhich would have bee:n thought facrilege, 
when I wrote the opera; hut at prejfent^ wheo 
the heroic Singers have ceded to the Dancers 
the precedency of reprefentation; and when, 
by virtue of this ceflion, they 3,re degrade4 
to the performance of a kind of aft tunes be? 
tweeij the fevejral Ballets, the mpre a drama is 
cut down, the lefs matter remains to exercife 
the patierice of the f|>e&ators. On the other 
hand, it is a falfc fuppofition, that I ever 
|yrot? a Quartet for Ezio 9 or that J ever re? 

j 3 que^ 
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quefted one; though it is moft true, that I am, 
lind ever (hall be, &c. &c. 

Vienna, September 18, 177^. 

LETTER XXXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

I have already received advice, that a copy 
pf the fourth vplume of your Pfalms, directed to 
me, is on the road ; and I feel the utmoft im- 
patience for enriching myfelf with the pof- 
feffion of this new treafure. Not doubting 
but this.'will furpafs in merit its elder brothers: 
as the extraordinary Vigour of your gqnius, 
is conftaritly on the increafe, though its for- 
mer efforts fiirpafTed the common ftandard. 

I had hoped, that your friendly compla- 
cency would have feconded jny well-known 
r£ptigtiance,(whether it pf oceededfrqm weak- 
nefs or reafbn) W the publication of my 
private letters. But I fee, that availing 
yourfelf {igoroufly of the rights which your 
nfcrit gives you ovejp my will, you have 
freely gone to work, 'and {pared me the dif- 
trefs of doubtful deliberation. The worft of 
it is, that by a6ling in thi§ manner, you have 
manifefted an opinion of my productions far 
above their value, for which I know not 
whether I ought to grieve or rejoice. Yet 

I kno\y 
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know extremely well, that whatever vexation 
it may have coil me, my fufferings are fuper^ 
abundantly paid by the enviable friendfhip of 
one like you : wishing therefore for its con- 
tinuance, I am, &c. 

yienna, March 15, 1772. 



LETTER XXXV, 

TO THE SAME, 

I have run through the fourth .volume of 
your admirable verfion of the Pfalms, which 
you have fo obligingly fent me, with avi- 
dity, attention, delight, and profit^ from the 
title-page to the fage apd learne4 letter," 
which you have addreffed to the Ab(ite Spar* 
%iani\ and find myfelf amply rewarded for 
the long impatience with which I was tor- 
mented, during the expe&ation of their ar* 
rival. All feem extremely worthy of the 
preceding volumes; nay, perhaps from the 
force of novelty, fome of your reafoning, as 
juft as unexpeded, has ftruck apd furprifed 
me ftillmore effe&ually. In the 9othpfalm f 
(our 91ft) for inftance, not only the lively 
and bright colouring of the tranflation, but 
fhe admirable differtationon the Meridian Dee- 

1 4 mon, 
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motij (/) from whofe infidious arts, in order 
to be able to defend myfelf fufficiently, I 
have learned from you even to doubt of my 
own exiftence : the happy apology with 
which you exonerate David (pf. 109th) 
from the odium of the atrocious imprecations 
which are ufually attributed to him, fb inju* 
rioufly to his benign chara&er (u) : the 

noble 

ft) " The ficknefs that deftroyeth in the noon-day.'* pf. 
91. v. 6. Signor Mattei, after giving the different opinions 
of the fathers and commentators on the Meridian Damon t 
feems chiefly to adhere to the opinion of Grotius, as the 
moft fimple folution of the difficulty; who fuppofed this 
Damon, to imply the Sun, qui itinerant thus in Palaftina 
maxim letbalis eft* This idea was very likely to ftrike an 
Italian, who dreads nothing more than il Colpo del file : 
"the arrow that flyeth by day." (v. 5 of the fame^pC) or 
more vulgarly, the noontide devil. The peftilence inr 
Aided on the Greeks at the fiege of Troy comes from the 
Sum 

The infulted fire (his God's peculiar care) 
To Pbcebus pray'd, and Phoebus heard the prayer : 
A dreadful plague enfues; th' avenging darts; 
Inceflant fly, and pierce the Grecian hearts. 

Pope's 11/b. 1.494. 
The maW aria della notte^ or ^the peftilence that walk- 
cth in darknefs," is likewife a figurative expreffion, that is 
very intelligible to the inhabitants of hot climates. 

(u) This is done by aflrgning to the Enemy of David, the 
imprecations of this pf. from v. 5. to 1%, inftead of fup- 
pofing them to come fiom the royal Pfalmift himfelfj 

who 
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ooble facility and features pf the original 
Etrufcan lamentation y larhich you have h^d 
the dexterity to transfufe into our language ; 
the fine poetipal fervor which reigns in the 
82dpfalm ; the clearnefs and connexion which 
has been difcoyered in the 84th, 86th, 105th, 
and 113th pf^lms; the variety and fpiri£ 
of the imagery with which the reprefenta- 
tions of nature are defcribed in the I02dan4 
jo3d # pfalms; the truly beautiful, as well as 
moral fhort cantata, into whichyoujiavecom* 
preffed the 99th pfalm ; the drama which you 
have fo ingenioufly difcovered and demon- 
flrated in the 1 1 7th pfalm, and (not to tire you 
yyith zt\ account of the whole volume) ii* 
Ihprt, every thing has furprifed me to fuch 

vfao lays, v. 3. *f For the loye that I had untq them, Io, 
tl>ey take now my contrary part: but I give myfelf unto 
prayer. Thds have they rewarded me eyil for good : and 
hatted for my good will."-Then follow the maled^dtions of 
his enemy — after which, v. 19, he retorts the curfes of hi$ 
foes on themfelves. ."Let it thus happen from the Lord 
untp mine enemies*" &e« — Thi? folution is fo eafy and 
fatisfa&ory, that it feems wonderful not to haye been at all 
times the geheral opinion of divines and commentators ; 
but the firft time that I found this opinion fupported, was 
by the late learned and Rev. Mr Keate, in a fermon whicfy 
he preached at Chelfea College Chapel, before either of us; 
had feen Mattel's Pfalms, and when J had only difcovered 
in this letter of Metaftafio* that ajfapology had been made; 
for David, by Saverio Mattei, without knowing in what it 
confifted. 
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A degree, and furnifhed me with fuch new 
proofs of your enviable vigour, vaft learning, 
and numerous and wonderful talents, that; 
I fhall very frequently repeat the peru- 
fal of this volume, being always certain of 
acquiring in it, new inftruftion, and new 
pleafure, 

I ought to beftow a word or two on the 
gratuitous praifes with which you fo gene- 
roufly honour me, in your printed letters, 
land in the courfe of this work.; but thefe 
certain proofs of your partiality are not able 
to appeafe my remorfe at fuch a ufurpation : 
fo that not to awaken it, I afTure you of my 
ferious gratitude ; but as laconically as pof- 
fiblc. 

You have been pleafed, at all hazards, to 
enrol me among Controvertijls, by printing 
my letters concerning ancient mufic, which 
I had moft privately addrefTed to you, in pure 
obedience. God forgive you ! but for my own 
part, I cannot ; nor fhall I ever diffemble 
my invincible repugnance tp a bufinefs fo fa- 
perior to my phyfical powers, as well as ab- 
horrent to my difpofition' and inclination, 
Confole me, Sir, at le^ft, by the continuance 
of your affe&ion, and judge of mine, by th? 

refignation with which I am, &p. 

Vicnnaj April ^th, 1773. 

LET, 
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BETTER XXXVI. 

TO THE SAME 

I pirect my letter to Naples, whither J 
hope you are at length returned, after four 
months abfence ; a time equally taken up by 
your books in travelling, which you fent to 
me before your departure, but which only 
arrived here laft week. Indulging my im- 
patience, I began with your theatrical difler- 
tation, to which I gave the preference for 
a thoufand re^fons. It is a fublime work, 
and worthy of you ; nor is it admirable 
merely from the profound learning of the 
writer, but much more fofrom the marvellous 
knowledge of the moil recondite myfteries 
pf the ftage, unknown to the majority even 
of thofe who profefs the art. But what 
flatters me the moft, is the accidental coin- 
cidence of our notions concerning the anci- 
ent and modern drama. The fpontaneoua 
opinion of one like you, gives me courage, 
and renders me proud of my own : and I 
jiow regard thofe learned, but moft inexpert 
critics, who differ from us, as entirely con- 
futed. If I were to undertake the pointing 
put all the paffages of your diflertation that 

ara 
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are worthy of praifc, this letter would not 
pnly equal it, but furpafs it, in fize. The 
folid demonftrations with which you haye 
jremoved all the infuperable difficulties in 
underftandirig the poetics of Ariftotle and 
Horace, fufficiently to render them ufeful in 
praftice : the art with which you have ex- 
pofed the abfurdity of reducing the unity of 
place, to the narrow limits of a chamber or 
clofet : the torrent of paffages from Greek 
gramas, with which you juftify and compare 
oiurdrarqatic Airs, Duets, and Trios : the hap T 
py as w^ll as difficult verfion of the beauti- 
ful fcene in the Hecuba of Euripides; the 
generous modefty of giving the preference 
to my cantatas over ypur own : the mafterly 
^nalyfis of the firft fcene of Artaxerxes, and 
that of $cxtus and Titus : and every one of 
your fage philofophic^l confiderations, would 
require a prolix and diftindi chapter. But, 
begging your pardon, I cannot, however, ap- 
prove that manifeft excefs of partiality, in 
my favour, which reigns in every period. 
You, by this paeans, expofe yourfelf to the 
contradi&iQns of thofe who have their rea- 
fons for not being of your opinion : and at 
the fame time, expofe your friend, by thq 
pioft violent femptatipns pf vanity, \o quit 
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ttiat modeft courfe which it is his duty td 
fteer, temptations from which he is the 
lefs likely to defend himfelf, when aflailed 
by a perfon afmed with fuch learning and 
feducing eloquence. 

I ihould fay much more, if I did not feaf 
that my moft fincere praifes would run the 
rilk of being conftrued into a mercantile re- 
ftitution of thofe with which you have 
voluntarily honoured me ; ib that, embracing 
you with my ufual afFe&ion, I commit to 
your perfpicacity, the care of inveftigating, 
and of figuring to yourfelf, my efteem and 
gratitude. 

After the above was written, your letter* 
dated from Naples, arrived* Befides the 
ufual faculty which all your letters poffefs, 
of eonfoling, exhilerating, and of meriting 
my gratittide ; this laft, which informs me 
of your happy return to Naples, in perfect 
health* after a long and inconvenient pere- 
grination, has every title to my thanks ; as it 
aflures me, that no inaufpicious circumftances 
have thus long deprived me of the fatisfadtion 
of hearing from you : as your family cares and 
afFe&ions, have had a confiderable fhare of 
your time, of which you kindly gave me an 
account, and as the exceffive impetus of 
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ibme expreffi&ns of ffiendfhip in this letted 
enables me to judge of that regard which 
occafioned it. I am extremely grateful, as 
indeed I ought to be, not only on thefe ac- 
counts, but for the affurance with which you 
have gratified me, of the favourable remem- 
brance of the admirable princefs of Bel- 
monte\ yet concerning the inftances which 
you give, I muft in all modefty and decorum 
be filent. 

O how many fweet and exhilerating ideas: 
has your account, my dear Signor Saverio, of 
Magna Graecia, awakened in my mind! 
Renovatingall the happinefs of childhood and 
adolefcence, which I enjoyed in that country, 
no lefs ufeful than pleafing ! It has brought 
again to my view all thofc obje&s with which 
I was then ib much delighted. 1 have again 
inhabited the little chamber where the ex- 
treme proximity of marine murmurs lulled 
jne for many months, fo delightfully to 
deep. I have, in fancy, croffed the neigh- 
bouring fea in a bark to Sca/ea: all the 
names and afpefts of Cire/la, Belvidere* Ce- 
traro, and Pao!a> have been brought back to 
my mind : I have again heard the venerated 
voice of the celebrated philofophcr Caroprefe* 
who adapting' himfelf, in order to inftruft 

me 
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hie, to my weak ftate, conduced me* as it 
were by the hand, through the vortices of 
the ingenious Defcartes, at that time in high 
favour with philofophers, and of which he 
was a furious afferter; and indulging my 
childifh curiofity, now demonftrating with 
wax, in a kind of fport, how globes were 
formed by the fortuitous concourfe of atoms : 
now exciting my admiration by the enchant- 
ing experiments of Dioptrics. I feem ftii! 
to fee him labour to convince me, that hi* 
little dog was only a machine : and that ths 
trine dimenfion was a fufficient definition of 
folid bodies. And I ftill fee him laugh, after 
plunging me for a long time in dark medi- 
tation, and making me doubt of every thing, 
in proving that 1 breathed, by his Ega CQgito* 
ergo fum : an invincible argument of eer«* 
tainty, which I defpaired of ever again de* 
monftratine. 

o 

But you have roufed a hornet's neft, fo 
that I find myfelf as much furrounded by 
remembrances and a wifh to communicate 
them, as you by the literary and law cafes 
with which you were aflaulted at your re- 
turn : fo that not to rob you of the time ne- 
ceilary for thefe more ufeful and necefiary 

confix 
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Confidefitioris, I embrace you affe&ioftatelyj 
and leave yotf in peace. 

Vienna, September x, 1772; 



LETTER XXXVII. . 

TO THE SAME* 

In your obliging letter of the 12th of laft 
O&ober, you courteoufly thank me, dear Sir, 
for the pleafure and profit which I had re- 
ceived from the attentive perufal of the fourth 
volume of your illuftrious and learned work. 
Now who would not purchafe the right of 
a creditor upon fuch eafy terms ? Yoti, how* 
ever, continue to give me fimilar opportu- 
nities ; but affure yourfelf, that you will al- 
ways encreafe the load on your own fhouU 
dcrs by fiich debts. For my part, I ihall 
repeat all I have formerly faid, adding, that, 
among other things, I have particularly ad* 
mired the mafterly, inftruftive, and very 
elegant fonnet, which I have met with at 
the end of the observations upon the 110th 
Pfalm ; and have there obferved the hatu* 
ral analogy, which is ufual between plants 
and their fruits. I beg of you to con- 
gratulate 
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graiulate the refpe&able author of it, ia 
my name, when you have an opportunity ; 
as I now felicitate you yourfelf on the ten- 
der, grateful, and exemplary dilpofition of 
your own good heart, towards fo worthy 
a father. 

I am forry that your engagements at the 
bar, have confined you to the city, and de- 
prived you, this year, of the refreshment of 
your ufual autumnal holidays in the country. 
But this convincing proof of the juft repu- 
tation which your abilities have acquired, a 
little foftens the idea of many prefent incon- 
veniences, by thinking of thofe fplendid and . 
tranquil advantages, which I fo ardently 
wifhed and prefage. When, very long ago, 
under the dire&ion of the celebrated advo- 
cate and, afterwards, councellor, Caftag* 
nolafxjj I kept thefe courts myfelf, I learned 
the following axiom, which I have never 
fince found reafon to doubt: that the fields of 
Themis, (goddefs of juftice, law,) produce in 
the beginning to the cultivators there (in 
Naples) nothing but knavery and mere fa- 
tigue ; but, afterwards, in the middle of their 
career, when indeed they have other labours, 

(*) This is the Neapolitan civilian, whom moft of 
Metaftafio's biographers called PagUittu 

VOL. HI. K but 
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bat which produce fruits proportioned to 
their toils, they luxuriate in a fpontaneous 
$nd donftant fecundity, exempt from labour, 
from their laft defirable ftage I believe you, 
my dear Sir* at prefent, not very remote. 
I beg you to re(pe6t and fulfil my vaticina- 
tion ; and to pcrfevere in believing me to 
fee, && 

Vienna, Nov. g, 1772U 
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SECTION III. 

AT was in the Summer of this year, 1772, 
that I gratified both my curiofity and my 
heart, by frequently vifiting and converfing 
with the great lyric bard at Vienna; and 
though an account of thefe, to me, moft 
agreeable vifits and converfations, has been 
already given to the public ir\ my German 
Hour (vol. i.) yet I fhall here try to recoi- 
led whjit has been omitted in that relation. 
During my refidence in that city, I dis- 
covered that the poet was not more admired 
for his extraordinary public talents, than 
beloved and refpe&ed for his private virtues 
and charafter. The few innocent Angulari- 
ties which have been afcribed to him, for 
which he frequently accounts in his letters, 
were fo amply compenfated* by his conftant 
probity, politenefs, friendfhip, and philan- 
throphy, that I heard nothing but his praifes 
from perfons of every rank, whenever his 
name was occafionally mentioned. He feems 
to have Supported dignity without pride ; and 
to have acquired univerfal admiration with- 
out vanity or indireft means. His private, 

K2 tranquil- 
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tranquil, and unvaried habits of life, allowed 
him no opportunities for the pra&ice of thofe 
iiiblime, iplendid, aiid heroic virtues of 
courage, patriotifm* magnanimity, forti- 
tude, clemency, and beneficence, which he 
has fo admirably defcribed and illuftrated in 
his dramatic works; but there can be no 
doubt of their exiftence in his heart, whence' 
his fentiments fb manifeftly appear to have 
flowed. The private, domeftic, and focial 
virtues of filial and fraternal affe&ion, friend- 
fhip, philanthrophy, urbanity, probity, ho- 
nour, and general benevolence, feem never 
to have been pra&ifed with more eonftancy 
and devotion, than by our bard $ who has 
been asjuftly, as emphatically, called, by one 
of his countrymen, not only the poet, but the 
philofopher of the heart (j). 

The monotonous manner in which h« 
fpent hi& life during his long.refidence at 
Vienna, has been ridiculed, and thought in- 
fipid, by perturbed Ipirits; but to the ad- 
mirers of his writings and virtues, it will 
not be indifferent to know how he pafled 
his time, which was in a way fo regu- 
lar and conftant, that there were few per* 
fons at Vienna unacquainted with it. 

(y) Ehgj Italianiy Torn* u 

1*V fete 
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He ftutfied daily from eight o'clock in th$ 
morning, ti|l nopn, Then vifited his friends, 
and thofe families #nd individuals from 
whom he had received civilities. Pined 
at two; and at five received his moft 
familiar and intimate friends, At nine, in 
Summer, he wept out in his carriage, vifited, 
and ibmetimes played at Ombre^ a game 
which he liked better than thQfe of jner^ 
chance, as it afforded him fome ojercife of 
ipind in calculation. Men accuftomed tp 
think, • make their amufements contribute tp 
mental improvement. 

He returned home at ten o'clock ; flipped, 
and went to bed before eleven. In his con-? 
verfation he was conftantly chearful ; fanci- 
ful, playful, and fometimes poetical, in hi§ 
difcourfe, as well as in his letters ; never far-? 
caftic or difputatious ; totally devoid of 
curiofity concerning the public or privatq 
fcandal in circulation, the morality of his 
fentiments refembled that of his life. Hi^ 
anfwers were elegant, acute, and ingenious ; 
occ^fionally learned without pedantry ; and 
jfull pf jqtgreftqg and applicable anecdotes 
of paft <ind prefent times. In confidence 
with fewj but polite to all. His afFedtion 
|qj his-pountrymen was great, and extended 

$3 tc * 
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to ecclefiaftics, painters,, muficians, poets, 
and miriifters of Italian ftates, who were all 
fure of his kindnefs and good offices. His 
liberality was exa&ly proportioned to his 
means: he feemed to wifti for wealth for no 
other purpofe than to fupply his own wants, 
without fuperfluity, and thofe of neceffitous 
friends. . He prefented the Improvifatort , 
Talaffi, with twelve Sequins, and recom- 
mended him to the attention of the great* 
for higher patronage. His chara&er waS 
never ftained with any vice, or illiberal pro- 
penfities. His fcnfibility inclined him to the 
paflion of love ; but as it was fincere, it 
became a bridle to itfelf, and a ftimulus to 
virtue ; as his whole life and writings have 
manifefted. 

TJn amour vrai fans felnte et fans ctprice 
Eft en ejfet U plus grand f rein du vice ; 
Dansfes liens qui /fait ft retenir y 
Eft bonnete bomme, ou va le devinir. 

Voltaire. 

The fureft check to pravity of mind 
Is love fincere, to no caprice confign'd ; 
Whoever in his heart admits the gueft 
Or has no vice, or foon will vice detcft. 
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u From a natural love of order and regu- 
larity (fays the Abate Taruffi) (#) even to 
fcrupulofity, he ufed invariably to perform v 
the fame offices each day at almoft the fame 
inftant ; and in his own defence, he would 
tell thofe who contemned fuch exa&itude as 
contra&ed and frivolous, that he had always 
found the regular diftribution of time, not 
only contributed to bodily health, but to fere- 
pity of mind. " 

Among his molt agreeable evening occupa* 
tions, the literary converfations with his two 4 
ancient and confidential friends, Count Canal*, 
and Baron *Hagen, feem to have held the 
firft place ; thefe grave and learned perfon- 
ages, eminent for erudition and probity, 
were attached to him by all the ties of good v 
tafte and fimilar affe&ions, Greek, Latin, 
Italian, and French writers of the firft clafs, 
continued during many years to exercife the 
critical acumen of this illuftrious triumvi- 
rate. 

Among the lively farcafms againft oiif 
inoxious bard, it has been faid, that the fmall* 
pox, old age, ficknefs, and death, were never 

(%) Ehglo delFAb, Metaftafio. The author of thi9 
Eulogium lived in the greateft intimacy with the poet at 
Vienna, during many years. 
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to be mentioned in his prefence; but we 
find them all frequently mentioned in his- 
letters, by himfelf. 

f Even his not learning the German lan- 
guage during the many years he refided at 
Vienna, admits of fbme apology. His 
favour at the Imperial court, and fame 
throughout Europe, depended on his Italian 
poetry ; and it is moft probable, that he was 
fearful of corrupting his f native language by 
ufing another, too frequently, in cpnverfa- 
tipn. Every Englilhman mull: know, that 
all foreigners who refide a confiderable 
time in our Country, if they learn our lan- 
guage fufficiently to converfe in it, foon 
lppfe the purity of their own, by a mixture of 
the two tongues, and by frequently thinking 
iji, the one, and fpeaking in the other. I 
have never known a French governefs, or 
teacher at a boarding-fchool, who, in fix or 
feyen years refidence here, has not loft as 
much of her own language, as fhe has 
gained of ours. It is the fame with profefled 
language mafters ; cf whom, if L wifhed to 
learn a living language with correftnefs and 
purity, I would, ceteris paribus, prefer him. 
who had come laft from his own country. 
At Vienna, Italian is more generally jpoken 

than 
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than French, particularly among ftrangersf 
and the Corps diplomatique. Indce4 op account 
of the Auftrian poffeffions in Italy, there are 
generally more Italians in the capital of th^ 
empire, than French ; fo that Metaftafio 
had no ocqafion to learn German for the 
fake of converfation, though he had acquired 
according to his own account (#), the names 
of neceffaries in that language, perfahar la 
vita. And I am inclined to believe, that it 
was neither the harflinefs of the Teutonic 
diale6t, nor the difficulty of learning it, that 
fo much prevented or impeded his acquiring 
it, as the fear of corrupting his own. 

But as his friend and correlpondent, Sig. 
Saverio Mattet\ fays (£), "whoever would 
have an exad account of his cuftoms, man- 
ners, way of thinking of himfelf and others; 
of the fulfiling his duties, the viciffitudes of 
his fortune, his application, and the degree 
of fuccefs with which his works were at 
firft received, with their influence on the 
public tafte of Italy, and on every lyric ftage 
in Europe, can only find them in his 

(a) Mufual Tour through Germany &c. Vol. i. Art. 
Vienna. 

(b) Memorie per fervire alia vita del Metastasio* 

1784.' ■ - .* 
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Litters ;" we ftiall proceed to MtSt r ex- 
tfa&, and tranflate, fuch of them as ftill 
remain unnoticed, concerning the fubfeqfyint 
part of his lift. 

LETTER 1. 

TO SIG. SAVERIO MATTEL 

Having no experienced and trufty corfe- 
ipondent in Trie/ie, I have not been able to 
^vail myfelf of your fage counfel in fixing on 
a commiffioner there, who would undertake 
to receive and forward to Vienna, the box 
T^hich you have fent by that road ; but I am 
acquainted with perfons here, who are on 
very friendly terms with the conful in that 
city, Sig. D. Giovan Battijia Orlandi, and I 
have already obtained a profile of his affift-! 
ance with refpedt to the box in queftion ; fb 
that we have reafbn to hope fpr better for- 
tune from the prefent expedient than the 
paft. The advice which you give me of the 
precious contents of this box, makes me 
very impatient fcr its arrival * after which 
you fhall have tranfmitted to you, an exaft 
illation of the pleafure and profit which 
this acquifition fhall have produced. In the 
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riie&n time, I beg of you to deliver, in my 
name, all due acknowledgments to the 
moft worthy counfellor Patrizif, for the 
generous alacrity with which he has iecond- 
ed your beneficent intention of enriching me 
with his excellent writings ; and affure him 
6f my fincere refpe&s. . I have read with 
equal delight and admiration, your new, 
eloquent, fage, and learned diflertation, 
xipon the Dramatico-Lvrica poetry of the 
Pfalms ; and I do not fee how it is poffible^ 
that opprefled as you are with the enormous 
weight of fo many legal, profeffional, literary t 
and domettic cares, you are able to preferve 
entire and equal to yourfelf, that wonderful 
vigour of mind, which is neceflary to the 
continual produdlion of new works, as valu- 
able for their corre&nefs, as genius and 
variety of knowledge. Then I know not 
how to exprefs to you my fatisfa&ion, in find- 
ing fiich an exadt coincidence in our way of 
thinking, concerning the affinity between 
the ancient and modern theatre, and that, 
without the leaft communication with each 
other on the fubjech In an extraft from the 
poetics of Ariftotle, which I have lately 
augmented, and in which I have endeavour- 
ed to combine the dramatic precepts of this 

great 
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great phijpfbphef ^vith my own but too 
long experience ; and likewife in the notes 
which I arti going to amufe myfelf with 
writing to my old tranflation of Horace's 
Epiftle to the Pifbs, I fee, that your reafbn- 
ing and mine fet off from the fame fource, 
though they meet in concurrence by mere 
accident ; and the (pontatieous opinion pf 
fbch a one as you, puts m? in humo\ir ^vith 
my own. 

I am forry that your \yeJl-known par,tial|ty 
in my favour, fhould expofe you to 'a .parti- 
cipation -of the vigour of the learned author 
of the Roman daily literary journal againft 
me, whofe impatient finqerity has manifeftly 
mt for objeft, ai}d pot you ; but tfre opportu- 
nity which it jus ajford^d you of becoming 
by this laft prqdudtioi* mors wonderful, ancj 
more celebrated, and m$ of being able tq 
boaft of fuch an inftance of your affedtion, 
Cjertainly demands our gratitude more than 
refentment. T9 fay the truth, I Ihoulc^ 
rather have expected from my country, a 
defence thap an attack ; but it is juft that zl\ 
private regard flioyld give wAy to the advan- 
tages of public correction. As for myfelf, 
my dear Sig. Saverio, who am rendered 
pilous and impenetrable by old habits (good 

ox 
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of bad) contf dfted by am uninterrupted life of 
more than half "a century, and in which I 
have been indulged not with an accidental, 
but coriftant favour of the public, it wotrld 
be manifeft injuftice in m6 to pretend to fee 
or feel the neceffity of the propofed correc- 
tions ; and upon the inutility of admitting 
them, you have written with (o much learn- 
ing andfolidity, that I fhould be utterly un- 
able to add any thing to your reafons, which 
Would not be repetitiori and fupeffluous. 
Affure yoijrfelf, therefore, that my affe#i6ri 
Fbr you encreafes, in proportion to the new 
and illuftrious proofs which I receive, front 
•lay to day, of your friendship. 

Vienna, March n, 1773, 



LETTER II. 

TO THE SAME. 

In ihort, we muft never defpair. For 
When I had relinquished all expe&ation, that; 
the box of books, which you had kindly di- 
rected to me fo many months ago, would 
ever arrive, the inclofed letter of advice 
from a courier of Triejle, moil unexpe&cdlf 

informed 
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informed me, that all its contents had long 
been in the poffeffion of Ratroj> 9 the druggift 
at Vienna, I fought, and found him. He 
has configned to my meffenger, the book 
of cpunfellor Patrizj ; and the mufic of the 
Pfalm, fet by Sig: Cqfaro, with fix volumes, 
that is to fay, two copies of the three firft 
volumes of the new edition, in o&avo, of 
of the poetical books of the bible; and all 
this; not only without a box, but without 
any kind of envelope, or dire&ion, to in* 
form the druggift how to difcover to whom 
thefe goods appertained. It will now be of 
no confequence to inveftigatc the caufc 
of this diforder: I- {hall therefore iudulge 
my impatience, and immediately proceed to 
give you an account of the effedt which your 
precious gift has produced in me, though 
hardly fummis labtis deguftatum. 

■ I began by reading the firft con- 

futations of the very worthy counfellor 
Patrizj, nor did I defift till I had entirely 
ad^iired them all. I am extremely obliged 
to you, for having enriched me with fueh a 
treafure ; and I entreat you to inform th* 
Ifiuftrious writer, of my true refpeft and gra- 
titude, for the honour he has done the re- 
public qf letters, and his country* — * 

^ z Of 
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Of the mafterly Pfalm, by the celebrated 
Cqfaro(c\ it does not become me to fpeak. It 
is an acquifition for Signora Martinetz to 
appreciate, not me. She feized, played, and 
fung it, the inftant it was received in my 
prefcnee; and it appeared too fhort. We 
returned to it, and tried it again the next 
day, more deliberately ; when ihe difcovered 
in it new beauties, and determined fo ftudy 
it conftantly for her improvement in har- 
mony. She has commiffioned nje to reqder 
you a million of thanks, for your kind atten- 
tion; and- 1 join to them my own acknow- 
ledgments, for the pleafure which I have 
received myfelf in hearing this admirablp 
mufic performed. 

I have ftiU to fpeak of my new obligations 
to you, for enriching me with duplicates of 
the fecond edition of the three firft volumes, 
of your moil learned book. I have already 
examined them, though fejiinanti oculo, 
and find that this edition is more elegan^ 
more convenient, more ornamented, aa<l 
more rich than the firft,— The beautiful 
o&avp ftanza, the learned difertation on the 
traditions that have been preferved, &c. and 

(c) Sig; Cafaro, an excellent Neapolitan compofer, 
ill a corrcft, feldf mi mafterly fttfe. 

what 
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Vhat r y6b 4&Ve*dded, are ill worthy df ydu, 
andtorttemely applicable to the lubje6f . ' But 
what has irtterefted me moil, is an unek- : 
pe6ted portrait, ielegantly drawn, of my ded& 
Sigftot Savcrio, and that which he has fo well 
delineated; in words, of his moft worth f 
father. I have been pleafed to find in the 
features of the firft, particularly in the eyes, 
a perfpicacious vivacity beaming from the 
mind ; and that exemplary filial tendernefs 
in the expofition of the fecond, which ren- 
ders vifible the excellent heart of the 
painter. 

But amidft fo many motives of fatisfac- 
tion, I canriot conceal my chagrin, in per- 
ceiving what a number of my letters you 
have publifhed, in ipite of my continual 
prayfers and femonftrances to the contrary. 
If, Sir, you had believed them fincere, loving 
me as you always feemed to do, you would 
not have manifefted your afFe£Hon by con- 
tinuing fo conftantly to affii<5i me ; fo that I 
am convinced jou muft regard my antipathy 
in tKe fating light as Virgil did the fhynefs 
of Galatea : ^uafugit ad f dices, & fe cupjt 
ante videri. But if fuch is your opinion, 
you are miftaken, Sir, and wrong me very 
much. My timidity, I know *s well as you, 

may 
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fcay be carried to excefs, jbut riot to #y|>Of 
fcrify ; and, at prefent, you ought to have a 
better opinion of my heart* Pardon, or 
rather receive kindjy> this trai^fport pf ferur 
jpulous friendship, ift which najl dj^muifrfiflft 
is culpable; but ftijl cojitwup to. Icy* yotir; 

fee; ' 

Vienna, May ii&fy *77J> 

LETTER Ili. 

TO THE SAME. 

T#e violent jtenfion <Qjf my ft?rve$, par* 
Jticulariy ia tfre head* APd .frj^cfrondria^ 
afFe&ioris, which at this time of the year 
plague me infufFerably, and : ,4?piRVe me of 
iall a&ivity, and power of applic&tipn bow- 
pver flight, have not abated my eagernefs to 
jread your plpjjlofophicjd Arid very learned 
tfiffei^ionon mujfic ; and I have determined 
to give it a fecond jp$riifal* for which I fhajl 
be wejl rewarded, £S foon as I afa able to 
undertake it with lefs heroifim In the mean 
^ime, let me confefs* that the partiality in my 
Favour, which runs through all ypur writings^ 
if it does not convince ms of my merit, 
affures me of your .love ; and I am ex- 

vot. iii. l tremely 
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tremely grateful for fo dear and valuable A 
^ofleflion. 

/ The truths which you affert concerning 
modern theatres, with fo much eloquence 
And learning, are fo evident and incontefti- 
ble, and have been but too long remarked 
with indignation by myfelf, that in a fit of 
d.ifguft, I determined upwards of fifteen years 
ago, never to enter any theatre again, ex- 
cept that of the court, which for my com- 
fort, is now wholly (hut up.. When abufes 
are arrived at .their higfyeft excefs, nature, 
ahd the inftability itfelf of human affairs, 
albne can aire them. You may flatter your- 
&ff with the' liopes of feeing this change, but 
riot I; fo thatit is more your bufinefs than 
x^ mine to endeavdur to hailen it. 

The ingenious and lively fcher±o poetico 
(poetical flight)for the enfuing feftival, which 
you have been (b obliging t6 fend me, is 
worthy of the dtcafion. I have perufed it 
more than bhce; with that pleasure which I 
always receive from whatever comes from 
your pen ; and I constantly find new caufe 
of admiration and envy, at the fecundity 
With which you treat every fubjeft, however 
barren and common in itfelf. I pray heaven 
topreferveyou, and forgive the abufeof that 

vigour 
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Vigour which it has granted you, by'dlowing 
yourfelf no kind of relaxation amidft l rach 
numerous and different applications* Wifli- 
ing for the continuance of your affe&iori, 
I remain, &c. 

Vienna, December 3, 177^ 



As no more than two letters from our 
feard to this fpirited and voluminous writer, 
remain to tranflate and infert, though their 
dates- are pofterior to thofe which are ftill 
behind, addrefled to other perfons, we fh^Il 
fiiiitfi this correspondence ; as the letters t>6- 
ing chiefly on learned and critical fubjeds, 
are too much copnefted by reference to each 
other, to be feparated without fatiguing the 
recolle&ion of the reader. 

»'.'■■•-. * • 

LET T E R IV. 4 

TO SJG. SAVERIQ MATTEL. 
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There js no occafion, my dear D. Saverio, 
to reform any of the verfions of the Pfalms 
which you have obligingly fentme, thcybqing 
already £0 advantagcoufly adapted for the re- 
ception of mufic. I am truly fenfible of the 
labour which yon muft have had in fele&ing 
* l % paflages 



|>MflAg^feVottrableto Airs, Duets, andTri69/ 
and iit faithfully tojmprcffiijg auto them the 
fpnfeof the text,* without Idling that noble^ 
clear, ^dejegant fmoothjiefs, fo neeeifary to 
ftiufic, fb eafy in appearance, and fo difficult 
fQ at^in.. .£pt d$ not repent of your fatigue. 
It is concealed in amafterly manner ; and you 
Jjave fyUy accomplifhed what you proposed? 
fo that^at^rejfent, every cpmpofer will employ 
in theie Pfalms, bath the fpe.cies into which 
jApiftotle divides jnyfie ; that is, the plain an r <£ 
£qrid{Bs ^e ancients in the dfoerfija) itfing irp 
the Recitatives the firft, which is fp figiple 
ajad unadorned, that* it is ftfficienfly formed 
fy fhte:mere cadence pf the verfe ; and in the 
J^cond^the ftipre ornatp, which acquires the 
name of Melody in our Airs, as the anient 
did in the cant/ca, monbdia, ftrdphes, antri- 
Jlropbes, and epodsr This melody is formed 
(as you very well knaw) principally from 
rhythm or numbers, of which the metres 
are a partj'but thefe metres do not corin 
#fo^:^h^thmy- # *$* ^teartfv. varied 
fiftd t ^>ij9|iptu\de4 bg, a 3 c#mbina£op of pc* 
*&d^V»e*fi*es> which are i&yjented, wit&f 
4$pre of M» felidtyr-hy noufipaL , pom- 
gofers in proportjoij* £or theh%gcnijis and 
-abilities; heace arifes that airing .and in- 
linite variety in the AirS of different mafters 
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the fame wortb, ill tffre Sufij'efl 1 ,' Mbye- 
ment, Style, Faffages^ tir whatever yS6. ar£ 
pleafed to eall them. But tfte'cdhvemeni# 
whkh corripofers will find in retting you? 
JPfalms tp mufic, is manifeft arid endle$ 3 J 
fceing now furnifhed with rhythmic poetryj 
inftead of the mere accents of profe, which 
fhey were obliged to feek and expand <Jf 
contraft into meafure, for the fjake pf their 
jnelody. I congratulate yon on yourfuccefl 
in this entqrprize, and myfelf, in finding 
th^t without previous difcuflion, our opinion* 
conftantly coincide. 

I cannot forgive ypu for unjuftly calling 
your eloquent and learned letter, to the jour* 
ftalift of Modena, mere babble. Such in* 
juftice merits reparation, and pf the famo 
kind as that of Longinus, who having palle4 
the events of the QdyfTey of Homer mere 
4reams, immediately repents, and adds : but; 
fbey are the dreams of Jove, If, however, 
I w^s difpofed to cenfiire you, I fhp^ld per-i 
haps fay, that the occafion did not merit'fu&i 
pains. But every thing merits pains, when 
there is any one, who like ydu, can turii 
gvery fubjjeft to general inftru6tion, as well 
£S to the increafe of his own fame. All 
yo^r fetters wfcich I have found in the (heets 

fc'3 ' ' * whfet^ 
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'W^ich^ron haw feiit me, arc extremely wor* 
thy of the writer ; but particularly, ths ele-r 
*ga»t, reverential, and decorous Latin epiftle, 
fcddrefledtp the Servus fervorum. In ihort, 
there ]& no literary province in whiph you 
*re not a citizen. 

. But do not, my dear D. Saverio, imagine 
the fame of mp ; fpr if I had not q, fmall place 
in Parnaflus, I fhould perhaps fijid a habita- 
tion no where elfe. What can I therefore 
iay to you about the various effays on legiflar 
tion, by yourfelf and others, with which you 
have fb obligingly furniihed me? It is true, 
that I difcover fads \\\ them ? that have been 
mentipned in your works, and fry to xjnderr 
ftand them; but I fhall never h?ve the 
courage to difcover my opinion of thenr* t 
If a poet may be allowed to judge oft the 
eloquence and historical part of a work, I 
ihall lay fincerely, that I have read with in- 
finite pleafure, the life pf thp Marquis Fr$- 
gianm, written with elegance, and judgment, 
and reduced iji the rapft difficult fqrifl pf 4 

* The late Dr. Johnfon, having been fhewn a proof- 
fceet of the DiJJertation on the Mvfic of the Ancients, by 
the Editor of Metaftafio's Life and Letters, faid fb him,— * 
« Sir ! the words are well arranged^ but I do fjot >rider T 
f ftand one of them/' t , , s ■ * 

3 pontinue^ 



continued dedication to jthe l^ft^^dr Jage; 
reports and cafes in junfymfamfyiipfodvim-l 
felloe PMrizj. I (hould wi(h jto: /this ®i^t 

., and moft worthy friend, the feme and fortune 
of his celebrated matter Fragia&niry if i /did 
not already difcover that the /firft : is pre-* 

• pared, and that he is not fax from the other : 
1 ihall therefore rather form wifhes, as you 
,are inferior to none in merit, and in the 
univerfal efteem which that merit has ac- 
quired you, that vanquiflung every obft^flla 
which envy may throw in your way, you 
may compel fortune to join in rewarding 
your virtue. Continue, in the meaft tim£*jto 
honour me with ypur regard, and to fc#t# 4 e 

^yourfelf, of the high eftimation in which I 
hold your extenfive knowledge, and wonder- 

i iul talents; and that I (hall be always, &c* 

Vienna, January 15, 1774? 



L ET TER V. 



TO THE SAME, 



M WUr. 



I am extremely obliged to you, my dear 

P, S^wao, for not fuffering me to remap 

inJgftorancs* of your elegant and excellent 

poem on the birth of our Saviour. In its con- 

r " 1,4 trailed 
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^jfQ/tffi.fcjm*;lfa ribh mint titm^i^h, it 
^ jbaf \ bscm drawn is difcoverable.? Spchma- 
n #ffjji i«*niatures foftietii^es coft the morcr 
^l^ubje* ii* proportion to thd nccdfity of con- 
dealing it, in thefe poetic labours, snore 
{$jaii l in atiy other. Lhave communicated it 
^j^fevaiulpeffcfiisu AU applauded H, and ^ 
^ ^4j*ttef^d by the cgflfir mation of my own 
^ihion, -I am told, that an edition of yotit 
! f&lmSy is already printing a,t Padua* fee 
, T .ti*at this moft happy Canzonetta is iriferted 
i& due of the volufties : as thefe fhort com- 
t petitions ire foon loft, when printed fepa- 
fately. I am impatient to fee this Pata- 
Vinian edition* of which I am told r and 
t rhuch more, the many c^re£UoAs which you 
.fey you have made in thofe plifces, whieh 
^did not feldsfy your extreme fcftidious tafte, 
{howgh fo univerfally approved by others. 
The learned men of that feminary, make 
me hope that the edition will be extremely 
corred; ^nd I wifh;it as much iuccefs as I 
..{^jthfc i$agnific«n{ editjk*%of my own vvrorks, 
^W^iqlj is-nqw preparing, at Paris. 
, r : ^L& \tp\dj J^rrid, *nd ob#mate ^inter, 
si$B* whkb we are ftitt ^haggling, is not at' 
^favourable to my hypochondriac aflfec- 
,$0tte: th* poor 7 nerves - (vffet omftb&an. 
: - l . ufual, 



( *53 ) 

nfcal, arid ' rehire a gfleater tepetiW fef 
patience than my capital can afford. l Hb^ri 
ever, there are people tfrhq hear petrifaQfoa, 
heroically j but; the trade of a hero is !a a»&4 
trade. ... 

I am Extremely grateful for the vateatil^ 
acquifificw, whicH your golden writings Rave; 
procured me, of fo valiant, learned and cefe- 
prated a champion, as the Abate Cefafottiy 
whofe vsift knowledge, fublime genftis, and 
woriderfal a&ivity, I have long admired, ifc 
every fjiecies of plqafing and profound litera- 
ture. I am only foriy, that he ha? armed 
hifftfelf tyith my trifling works agaihffc our 
foreign foes ; but the fmalleft twig in fuch 
hands, becomes a? formidable a weapon as 
$he club of Hercules. Adieu my dear friend. 
Take care of yoyrfelf, and believe me evdr, 
&c. 

VJcnpa, February 15, 1779*. 



i^mong Metaftafio's literary cdrrefpond- 
cnts, "whom he nevfcr few. or had heard 6f t 
till made acquainted with tfeir exiftence by 
a prefent of their works, was? the Abate 
|4azza; t^ho^ in I766, fcrnthiffl twd£cteti~ 
Ml cflaysj aecttihixattied^H a tetter, which 

the] 
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the imperial laureat acknowledged with his 
vfc£cpftomed urbanity. Indeed though neither 
the writings, nor the name of this author 
fovea to have penetrated into our country, 
the -elegant and warm encomiums beftowed 
fi pn them, by (q exquifife a judge, deducing 
for tn$rp ciyjlify and fear pf offence, excite 
ciiripfity and an eager wifh to bp acquainted 
with them, " I have read the whole of your 
prefent," feys he, in his firft letter to this 
Abate, " and almoft re-read, with the plea-? 
** fare and admiration which produ&iojis fo 
■** rich and elaborate deferve. You have no 

- " occafion for my vot?> {o b$ fyre of a dif- 
*♦ ingxii(he4 place ip ParjiafTus. Your own 
** talents, learning, indefatigable application, 
^ and fmilijig tinje of life, render your elec- 
ta tion jrejr tain. Whaf may we not pxpeft from 
* f a foil, which produces fuch exquifite fruit, 
** fit p period wh^n Aq wers can hardly be 
" expected ? I can fee no obstacle which cap 

'** check your flight, but want, of volition, 
** Natural difpofition- armed with fiieh vari- 

-'** 6us knowledge, wants only felf-confidence, 
t* 'to enable yop to quit the tra6te which have 

"*M&een fo long beaten by others, and finally 
**$6 feek in your own judgment the true 

' *.* toatfrs to utility and 4eli^ht*-^^ Ydti A «nuift 

. * ; ' " ' "net 
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*? &9t,$xpe& that I ihould fpeakiof yo»r $1** 
*< quent and flattering lettqr f nor <>f ?fe«, 
v jnagnificent fpiyaet which accompa»ies L it, 
•«* I^fpeaking of either, vanity would 3$p@|r 
'* through the transparent malk of hygaili^" 

la 1 77 1 1 after praifing in very fljrpag 
terms, fome other poems which this autl^r 
had ferjt hup, Met^ftafio adds : "J congra* 
«< tulate yo\j fipcfrely on your fuccete ,W 
*' thefe productions ; and from the fmaUppp- 
'< tion of prophely which I m^y claim as an 
*' old prieft of Apollo, I venture to predi&, 
" ttyat you will appear tp ppfterity, ope of the 
£Jtfeight$ft, ornaments of th$ Italian. Pair 
tf^afTus," 

Agaip,, the fame year, he'fqys tp this 
yqun^g, poet • " from the fuperabundant «* 
«? tjuri* of pi;aife with which you honour me, 
♦•in your laft letter, 31 begin to fqar that my 
% f approbation of your lyrical compofkioas 
" has been xegarjled by you, more in the light 
u of gratitude thsin juftjes ; th?r$fQf& to 
<f^vp$ eyejry ^preffion that may fes cc«i- 
fVib^^intopa^yxjc, J mqft t$U ym with 
** hiftqrfc fimplicity, that yoj* haye wonder- 
** fully united the lively flaflies pf genuine 
fV poetry, with the minute philoipphical 
*; fRftJy^-ff- Ac dfence and a&ivity of that 

w Ji^rmqirjr 



P harmony which is fought in all the opera? 
f* tioris of nature.'* 

And finally, in 1773, he fell$ his poetica} 
<orrefpondent, that he had repeatedly rea4 
f* the three odes on the effects of mufic, the 
** hyttin to the Creator, and the two fonnet§ 
f f fo his fqvereign on the commencement o£ 
J* the new year, arid always with new plea- 
** 5 fare and admiration ; and inftantly di£ 
* c cwered in the richnefs of the metal, the 
*irime that had* produced it* To fuch 
^poetic eloquence, >lway$ big with ideas, 
f* always fbnorous, fparklirig, and equal tq 
^yourfelf^ it i$not permitted for every jnfta~ 
u bitant of Parnaffus to afpire" — but f#e b$x$ 
f* entreats him pot to ri(k the cfi^race } o{ )#§ 
f jtidgment^ by tfxcefe of partially "i^S^fe 
r f&lf, or provoker his reader 'tjjjf' e^^$(f 
♦H'TKs merit to6 innately/* f ' ; ' 

; : If a fpecitafett of ]Vfet^ftafio^ elegant ^fld" 
pdtte a^ ^^| 

ftbnt tjw coVreipc«jdthti ##$ riedeflary, per<< 
ji&psr his ftrft letter to t#e ^r^\ri$ Jtulteq^ 

qjj^{\§ few6led ? as * ty^&te & ncl < : * 

- & :v.. ■ .*.-.. * '; . ■ 3V :| "" ' '' 

:•.;■•' : - ■•'!-. . •'. .■ •. , .^* 
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tETTER Vl 

fO TrfE MARCHJfiS^ LbDOVICO AJsfDRfeA$t| 
OF MANTUA. 

Ret iTrning honie the other day, I found 
ton my table ah elegant dafket, big with moft 
Valuable merchajndife, and delivered witjiput 
tfire&ion or letter* Upon .enquiry^ my <fqj> 
Vant told me, thdt ds far as he could gather 
from the bearer, it wis a prefent from the 
Marquis Aridreafi : but he was unable io 
iiifcover the i^ame of the benevolent corn- 
miflary, who had undertaken to have it de- 
livened to me : and he therefore ftill remains 
jaccgp&o*. ; Xhis circumftance 4ifepvers<the 
l^tfbpo. K j^nd who elfe would haye thought 
of givjog m* foch a fweet, and flattering 
Jeftinjiony pf bi9 .remembranee^ which alojie, 
without trobe^flinient, is always Itifficipit 
to jfiUfil the meafure of my ambition? Pot 
if ttys£QnUivaqp& had no other merit in my 
£yes f rtha,n the haying employedyour thoughts' 
*>n roe, for a few minutes extraordinary, I 
fhpuJd think jcnyjfelf in a particular manner 

indebted to it. 

Now 
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Jito^r you have fb well fweetened ' : &Lf 

cxiftence by your gifts, forget not to honour 

me with your commands, and gite a&ivity 

ta the refpe& and gratitude with which I 

% heare the honour to be, &c< 

Vienna, June 24* 1773. 



j n < 



'cWefhlilinbwfetiirn to his old confidential 
friend, Sig. Filippdni, fecretary of the uii& 
ihftrfitydf Turin- * "■'- 



*• ** 



LEtf £ R Vlt 



v./ TO SIG. FILIPPONI. i.i 

"^he prolix enumeration of th£ dltaiaf>fe 
iiSd teipeftable qualities of this Count Scat* 
t&Jtgl which yoii hdyt detailed, my deaf 
Filipponi, with fuch feemirig pleafute in your 
laft letter, is but $ repetition of what I liadl 
long fince learned from our friend CJouhf 
Montagnine, who was perfectly acquainted 
with his merit, and flattered me with the 
hopes, of fbme time or other procuring me 
the honour of fo valuable an acquaintance. 

My 
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My felf-love does not rife to fuch a height, 
my dear friend, as to believe my private* 
letters fit to fee the light, having been writ* 
ten in hafte, and fpnt away without ever: 
being read by myfelf. The rapacity of print* : 
ers, who make not the leaft fcruple of en- 
riching themfelves at the experice of an au- 
thor's reputation, have attempted, without liiy 
permifion, in Naples, Florence, and Bolog- 
na, to publifh 4 colle&ion of them J but thank: 
heaven, I was apprifed of their inteptioii 
time enough to prevent their putting ftich a 
defign in execution, and fhall continue to 
prevent them in future, to theutmoft of my 
power. 

The manifeft inattention with which your 
royal prefs (at Turin) has publiflied tjte 
tenth volume of my poems, does not make 
mc wifh to lee an eleventh volume print$4 
with equal negligence ; you will therefore * 
believe that I /hall not be very diligent in 
collecting materials for it. 

Vienna, May a, 1774. 



LET- 
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tJTTER VIII, 

TO THE SAME. 

M you had prepared me, my deif frtendj 
for the arrival of the moft worthy 'Count 
Scarnqfigi, at this court, it is my duty to give 
you an accouat of his reception. This mi- 
»ifter, in the few days which he has refided 
at Vieaaa* has already had the power of 
acquiring the approbation and efteem of the 
Whole court, the miniftry, and the nobles. I 
was early in paying my refpefts to him j hi 
has repeatedly honoured me with vifite* and 
We have already pafled fome evenings to- 
gether, under my roof* in a fmall fbciety to 
Which I am accuftomedw So that I have had 
the advantage of long conversions with 
him, and found him cultivated, obligixjg, full 
of various and uncommon information, an4 
of a gay and graceful commerce, in which he 
has the faculty of pleafing, without the lead 
tinfture of diplomatic myftery or dignity 
hence, I venture, by virtue of my poetical 
privilege, to predict, that he will fulfil his 
feommiffion with applaufe* 

Hitherto 
& 
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Hitherto he has lodged at a villa iii the 
environs of Vienna ; but he- has taken a 
magnificent houfe in the city, whefe I lhall 
make my court, when age and infirmities 
will allow mei He has frequently fpoken 
of you with regard ; ana I can perceive, , 
clearly* that he remembers you with affec- 
tion. But let this fuffice for the pfefent, as 
it is all that my tumultuous hypochondriacs 
Will allow me to write. / 

Vienna* Aiiguft x8, 1774* 



LETTER II 

TO THE SAME* 

Yotf miy trace and afcettaih, my deaf 
Sig. Filipponi, an almoft immemofable and 
tiniilterrupted poffeffiori of my tender friend- 
(hip, and are enabled to figure td yourfelf 
what confolation 1 rnuft receive from the 
fcflurances of your affeftion, and the emotions 
which your laft moft cordial letter muft 
have occasioned in my mind ; I fhall there- 
fore not attempt to defcribe them, nor folicit 
the continuance of your kindnefs, as neither 
of us has it in his power now to change his 
fyftem. 

Vol. uu . M You 
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You are now in the midft of the feftivity 
of royal nuptials ; and we have no reafon to 
envy you, as we are likewife enjoying the 
prefence of his moft ferene highnefs the 
.Archduke Ferdinand, and the charming 
Archduchefs his confort, the Princefs d'Efte, 
who has endeared herfelf to all the inhabit- 
ants of this country, from the court to the 
cabin. The magnificent and numerous de- 
monftrations of joy, with which our court 
honours and adorns the prefence of thefe 
great and beloved guefts, are truly imperial ; 
but you will, however, far furpafs us in the 
ilrife of felicitation* as You will prefervc 
your acquilitions, and We are not far off the 
painful moment of being bereaved of ours. 

Adieu, my dear friend. Prefervc your 
health, and continue to believe me invari- 
ably yours, 

Vienna, O&ober 12, 1775. 



This is the laft letter that feems to have 
been prcierved, between thele two old friends; 
though Sig. Filipponi Jived* and feems to 
.have continued the correfpondence, till , the 
year 1779- The following letter .of con- 
dolence to his lbn> is a melancholy record 

'.of 



C 1*3 ) 

6f Metaftafio's affliction, on the deceafe of a 
perfon for whom he feems to have had fb 
cordial an attachment. 



LETTER X- 

TO SIG. LUIGI FILIPPONl, 

Aufaor of the Royal Chamber of Accounts te 
tht King of Sardinia. 

The melancholy news of the deceafe of 
your worthy father, my old and moft cordial 
friend," Signor Tommafd Filipponi, did not 
arrive without an ill-boding precurfor. The 
unufiial long parenthefes which he begun to 
make in our correfpondence, had already, 
for (bme time, occafioned black fufpicions, 
concerning which I was afraid to enquire* 
left they fhould be verified. From my own 
great and juft affli&ion, I can comprehend 
what yours muft be, wounded at once, in 
the two moft fenfible parts of the heart. 
But if I am not entitled to the fame degree'of 
pity as is due to you, difdain not, at leaft, to al- 
low me to be no unworthy companion in your 
fbrrow, and in that afFeftion which we have 
both had in commoQ. Forgive involuntary 

M 2 brevity, 
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brevity, and believe me to be with the rrio# 
fincere and refpediful efteem, &c. 

Vienna, March i*j^ 1779* 



The following letters of this period, will 
fhew how dexteroufly Metaftafio eluded 
gratifying the vanity of authors, who fent 
him their works, in hopes of obtaining from 
his candour and politenefs, fbme token of 
approbation, as a certiorari, in paflmg them 
through the world. 



LETTER XL 

, TO COUNT DANIEL FLORIO. 

With whom Metaftafio, (fays the editor of his 
Letters) was in clofe friendjhip and corref- 
fondence. . 

It is unneceffary for me to inform you f 
Sir, of my internal and candid opinion con- 
cerning the admirable Pindaric ode, which, 
with affedlionate partiality, you have been 
pleafed to communicate to me. It neither 
is, nor can be, different from that which 
the produ&ions of your cultivated and ad- 
mirable genius have always exa&ed from 



me ; and which, to do honour to my own 
judgment, I am never tired pf repeating at 
#11 times and in all places. To fecond, by 
my obedience, your exeeflive modefty, in a 
moft attentive re-perufal of this moft neat 
and finished compofition, I have fought, 
with aljnoft malignant folicitude, for fome 
Jittle imperfection, which I might, with the 
Jeaft appearance of reafon, point out; but 
have not fyecegejed in finding one ;. on the 
contrary, in thefe refearches, 1 an» more 
and more convinced, that your poetic vigour 
is encreafed, inftead of diminished, by years ; 
gnd am confirmed in my Former opinion, 
that whoever would be acquainted with the 
true enchanting language fpoken in Helicon 
by Apollo and the Mufes, fhould read your 
verfes, Thefe indifputable truths I am 
proud to know, and anxious to publifli: 
% hence you may cafily imagine what pleafure 
it would afFord -me to feize the opportunity 
which you would give me of prefacing your 
incomparable poeip, when printed, with a 
letter ; but, tor jny great misfortune, I am 
totally unable to ayail myfelf of this permif- 
fion. And here I (hall relate to you the infu- 
perable obftacle. Many years ago, it was 

M 3 the 
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the cuftom of a fwarm of very obfcure in- 
fs£h of our Italian Parnaifus, imitating each 
other, to fend me their works in manufcript; 
3nd afterwards print them, prefixing, with-r 
out my permiffion, the lettef, which in mere 
civility, I had written, in returning the MS, 
I did not fail to refeht this ; but my letter 
only produced a formal requeft, that my 
opinion (or rather elqge) might be printed 
With their works, I refieSed, that if I had 
only obliged thofe who deferved it, the reft 
would have been in a fury; and if I had in^ 
difcriminately complied with every requeft, 
I muft have appeared either like the am- 
bling nag of Silenus, cr a.moft impudent 
and barefaced flatterer. Hence, 1 found it 
the fafcft wav, to excufe mvfelf, modeftlv, 
to all. This law, which I ncccffarily im- 
pofed on my f elf, i^ now become inviolable, 
from the juft fear of offending thofe to whom 
I owe relpcft, and with whofc requcfts, for 
the reafons juft afligned, I was unable to 
comply. Pity me therefore, my dear Count, 
for my not being able to ^vail mvfelf of lb 
favourable an opportunity of doing honour 
to my judgment ; and be not offended, if the 
genus irrUabile vatt/m which impoled filence 

on 
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on Horace, fhpuld terrify j^'-' I thank you . 
however, for the partiality which fugggefted* 
the idea. 

Vigftna, April 15, 1775, 



LETTER XII. 

TO THE SAME. 

After a prolix reply to your laft favour, 
comes another, with a magnificent Sonnet " 
to my honour and glory. And what excefs 
of poetic furor could have ftimulated my 
dear Count, after more than forty years of • 
affeftionate friendship, to fet about leading; 
into the temptations of vanity, a poor fol- . 
lower of Apollo, who has already laid down* 
the laurel and worn out lyre, and offer to 
him that precious incenfe which alone be* I 
longs to the luminous fons of fortune ? God* 
forgive you,! If I had not, for the reafon- 
affigned in my preceding letter, been depri-?; 
ve.d of the power of calling the mufes to my- 
affiftance, and was npt bufil^ occupied -nv 
executing the orders of my fovereigns, I 
Ihould perhaps have tried to revenge myfelf, 
by another Sonnet ; but I am very glad* gf 
fhis legitimate excufe, which fkre'ens m<? 

m 4 froru 



. ( i68 ) 

from the difadvantage of a parallel, parties 
larly with thefe (hort ^rms ? whiqh I an* un«* 
ufed to wield, &c. 

LETTER XIII, 

TO THE SAME. 

My poor Nuga canora are unworthy of 9. 
place among the choice and learned volumes 
which you are cplle&ing. However, if your 
fond partiality fhould obftinately determine 
on elevating them to fo high a rank, wait at 
leaft till they are adorned with their nuptial 
drefs, which pur intrepid editor is at prefent 
preparing for them at Paris ; and who, if 
he fulfils his promife, will embellifh then* 
with eleven copperplates, cxquifitely engrav- 
ed, of which he has already fent me fome 
proofs. This will be the neateft edition 
which has hitherto appeared, and will, in 
fome degree, be an excufe for its admif- 
lion into your library, as the excellence 
of the frame may make ibme amends for 
the pediocrity of the pidhire. 

Vienna, April 30, 1777, 



The following lettter to a young author 
of fome rank, in fociety at leaft, if not 



among 
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among poets, feqms worth infertion, &ot 
only for the elegance and pplitenefs of our 
author's compliments, but for the judgment 
and good tafte with whigh he gives him hi» 
advice, 

LETTER XIV, 

JO HIS EXCELLENCY DON CLEMENTS 
FH-OMARINOt 

A young gentleman in the firft flower of 
adolefcence, to have mounted already fo high 
in Parnaffus, is a phenomenon, no lefs rare, 
than important. The valuable fpecimens 
which ypu have fent me, are fufficient to 
maiiifeft the uncommon fertility of your 
genius, the wonderful perfeverance of "your 
application, the vigour with which you in- 
vent and think, and, above all* your natural 
propenfity to a noble clearnefs and perfpi- t 
puity, which has not yet been feduced and 
contaminated by that obfcure ftyle which has 
ftrangely reigned, for fome years, in many 
parts of Italy; where, ,defpifing the favour of 
the people, that is, of the moft certain 
guarantees of impiprtality, and affecting pro- 
. fundity of wifdomandfeience, writers are loft 
jn the dark clouds pf the^onfufed, oraples of 
4 Delphos,; 
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Delphos; their ftyle has not efcaped the 
mafterly whip of our great Venofiniau bard, 
ill his Ars Poetica. 

Et tulit eloquium infolitum facundia praceps : 
Utiliumque fagax return^ tsf divina futuri 
Sortilegis non difcrepuit fententia Dtlphis. 

Thus poetry precipitately flow'd, 
And with unwonted elocution glow'd; 
Pour'd forth prophetic truths in awful (train, 
Park as the language of the Delphic fane. 

Frances. 

Confide, therefore, in your natural good 
fenfe ; remember always, that the firft duty 
of a writer, is to make himfelf intelligible ; 
that the mpft difficult art of being clear, 
without finking into meannefs, is much- 
more generally tafted, than the begging, 
dignity from darknefs ; and I'll engage 
all my little credit, as an old Deacou 
of Apollo, to fecure to you a moll dis- 
tinguished place among the celebrated names 
of the eleft Italian poetical band. 

The partial expreflions with which you 
honour me, are extremely flattering ; and I 
ftiall not enter upon demonftrating their ex- 
ce.fs, left I fhould bring on myfelf new temp- 
tations of vanity from the fame quarter, 

Vienna April 6, 1775. 

. -Tire 
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The fubfequent letter to the ingenious and 
eloquent Ex- Jefuit, Eximeno, will probably 
gratify the lovers of mufical hiflory. This 
bold writer on Myfic, publifhed at Rome, 
in 1774, a 'treatife in quarto, On the Origin 
and Rules of Mujic, with the Hijlory of its 
progrefs, declenfion y and renovation* . \w the 
preface to this treatife, the author modeftly 
confeffes, that by a combination of circum- 
fiances too long to relate, he chanced "four 
years ago, to give a glance at mufic." And 
during that fhort period, he not only made 
himfelf mafter of the art, but difcovered 
great defe&s, both in its pra6liceand theory. 
He propofes in his differtation, nothing left 
than a total diforganization of the prefent 
fyftem of counterpoint, which if adopted, 
would probably contribute about as much to 
the melioration of mufic, as the revolution 
in the government of France has contributed 
to the happiiiefs of its inhabitants. He 
fhews no mercy to the ancient mailers of 
harmony, and as little to the moderns, who 
adhere to the old regime. This author, a 
fcholar, mathematician, and man of tafle 

* DtW origine e delle reg$le delta mufica, collajioria del 
fuo progrejo, decadenza> e rinnovazitne. Opera di D. 

^NTONIO ExiMENO. ( 

and 
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and learning in general literature, writes 
with fire and eloquence, on fubje&s within his 
competence ; but after trying to pulldown all 
the ancient temples to Apollo, the buildings 
he propofes to ereft in their ftead, were fb 
defe&ive in defign and execution, that, they 
crumbled to pieces before they were finiflied j 
nor do his -plans feem to have been adopted 
by any man of genius or fcience, in order to 
propagate his do6lrines f 

In 17759 this mufical Refonper attacked 
Padre Martini, the jnoft learned Contrapun* 
tift of the prefent century, in a work en^ 
titled, Doubts concerning bis EJfay on tbefun* 
damental PraSlice of Counterpoint *. And if 
fre had confined his cenfures to the too 
great partiality and attachment of this good 
father, to the ancient method of building alj 
ecclefiaftical harpiony upon Canto fermo, he 
would probably have formed a ppwerful fe&; 
but, extending his hoftilities to the works of 
all the fathers of harmony, and to the 
ancient fundamental principles of the art, 
his. opinions feem to have be?n no more 

* Dubbio di D. Antonio Eximeno fopra il faggio 
fondameniale pratko di centrappunto del reverendijfimo Pa- 
dre Macjlro Giambattista Martini. In Roma, 
Tanno del Giubileo, mdcclxxv. 4to. 

reipefted 
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itfpe&ed at Rome, or in any part of Itdly* 
on the fubjeft of mtific, than thofe of Luther 
or Galvih, concerning religion. 

It not only appears from the following 
letter, but from other letters of Metaftafio, 
that Signor Eximeno had proje&ed a fchemc 
for printing this poet's operas, with the 
original mufici in fcore, which had beeft fet 
to them by the great matters; of Italy, when 
they were firfl performed. To have affifted 
him in the execution of this plan, and others 
which he had in meditation* would have 
occupied too much of the Imperial Laureat's 
leifure at his late time of life ; nor does it 
feem likely, that at- an earlier period, he 
Would have involved himfelf in labours of 
fuch a kind, with a man fo decifive, and of 
fuch difficult commerce, as D. Eximeno* 

LETTER XV. 

TO SIGNOR D. ANTONIO EXIMENO, 

Indolence (which at my time of life, is 
but too legitimate an excufe) has not been 
the only caufe of my tardinefs in anfwering 
your judicious, learned, and affe&ionate let- 
ter of laft June : a letter which alone is Ef- 
ficient 
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ficient to convince me of the vaft extent ot 
your talents, the. value of the ample treafure 
with which your amazing indefatigable ap- 
plication has enriched your mind, the 
fapience of Horace, that is, the corre6fc 
judgment which reigns in all you think and 
write, a faculty which has at all times been 
uncommon, even among the greateft writers, 
and above all, the debt of gratitude for the 
exa£t correfpondence of ideas which loads 
me with fuch vifibly exceflive, or rather 
affe&ionate partiality, as that with which 
you honour me and my writings : But a 
wifli (not a command) of my auguft Patro- 
nefs, that I would write fome verfes upon her 
delightful Imperial refidence at Schonbrunn^ 
has obliged me to run unexpededly to Par- 
naffus, and bring thence in hafte, a tribute of 
the few flowers that I have been able to gather 
in the humble bourns, beyond which I am 
forbidden to afcend. It certainly was not the 
merit of my homage, but my prompt obedi- 
ence which procured in writing, in fpeech, 
and in Imperial munificence, fuch marks of 
favour from my generous fbvereign, and fo 
fuperior to my hopes, that I cannot yet re- 
cover from my confufion : and thefe, with 
the addition of attending the prefs in print- 

3 ia S 



ing this late fruit of my exhaufted foil, have, 
till now, entirely abforbed all my a&ivity, 
which has ever been circumfcribed, but at 
prefent becomes more and more limited than 
ever 1 . 

After this juftification, let me, in the firft 
place, thank you for the favour which you 
have done me in defcribing the darknefs in 
which you yvere involved, in feeking for the 
true and folid principles of. mufic ; fince 
the example of fuch enquirers as you, dimi- 
nifhes my own mortification in limilar at* 
tempts, which V foon abandoned, in des- 
pair. 

The immenfe, and extremely expenfive, 
enterprize, which you have in meditation, 
of publifhing a new edition of my dramas, 
with their raoft favourite mufic, and with 
fuch inevitably copious obfervations as you 
will be obliged to give in defence of your 
opinions, opprefs my imagination, which 
reprefents to me the enormous fatigue, the 
exceffive expence, the little hope of your 
indemnification by the number of purchafers, 
and ftill mor$, with the painful reflection, 
that I (hall be utterly incapable of aflifting 
you, as an able amanuenfis in this laborious 
undertaking, the diminution of my phyfic^l 

force 
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force not permitting me to pay with pufiftvfc 
felity, or even with fhort anfwers, my debts 
to all thofe who honour riie with their 
letters. 

My works, however, would be in want of 5 
but too much corre6lion ; but how could 1 
plunge into fuch a fea of trouble ? I have! 
already tired the public with too many of 
my gingfing trifles ; and^ befides the vigouf 
ftnd patience which would be wanting to go 
over them again* I (hould have to combat 
my vicious temperament, which inclines me! 
always to doubt of myfelf, and not merely 
from excefs of modefty, but from infatiable 
(elf love, which frequently makes me reject 
What is good, to run after what is perfeft \ 
by which means I run the rilk of choofing 
at laft lomething ftill worfe than the firft. 

Add to all this, that the appearing in print 
has always imprefled and ftill imprefles mef 
with fiich t efpeft, that without abfolute ne* 
ceffity, I (hould aever have had the courage 
to rilk its effefts. I fhall here give yovt a 
proof of this diffidence* Many years -ago, I 
Undertook and compleated an extract frdrti 
the Poetics of Ariftotle, in which, chapter bf 
chapter, I confefled what I was able tettf** ^ 
derftihd, and what remained ftill ofrfeijref to 

: : me* * 
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me, infpite of the diligence and fagacity bf 
the moft illuftrious commentators ; I tried to 
acquire a more clear idea of the nature of 
Poetry y Imitation, and Probability. By examin- 
ing the Greek and Roman dramas, I have 
demonftrated the falfe foundation of fome of 
the rules laid down by modern critics ; and 
have < pointed out the authority which the 
text gave me, of laying down certain axioms, 
which the pra&ice of more than fifty years ' 
has fhewn to be erroneous. Even before I 
had made this extract, I had tranflated into 
blank verfe an exaft verfion of HoraceS 
Art of Poetry, with the moft fcrupulous fide- 
lity, illuftrated with notes, that were neither 
common nor pedantic, but neceflary ; and yet 
thefe two labours, terminated long fince, not- 
withftanding the folicitations of my friends, 
fleep quietly in my port-folio; and there 
they will remain undifturbed : as I cannot 
poffibly mufter courage fufficient to publifti 
them. With this difpofition of mind, you 
may.eafily imagine, Sir, what agitation your 
afFe6tionate and partial propofition of em- 
ploying your pen in writing my life muft 
have t>ccafioned. Drive from your thoughts, 
I entreat you, my dear D. Antonio, fuph 
wicked temptations, if you would not ex- 
vol. ih* n ceffiyely 
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cefliVfcly afflidl me by your too great defrre of 
doing me honour. It is a perilous generofity 
to be prodigal of incenfe fo fweet to ftich as 
me: it wouldexcite nothing but envy, dilpu'tes, 
and malignity, among partizans; but ftill H 
by means of your enchanting eloquence, it 
were to fucceed to- your wifhes* in obliging 
the whole world to be of your opinion, and 
you (hould lift me up t& the ikjes, I muft 
confefs (call it weakne& or reofon* as you 
pleafe) I do not feel myfelfoocliusd to be. a 
living fpe&ator of my Apothepfis. With the 
feme fineerity as I confefe my infirmity* per- 
mit me' to acknowledge my infinite gratitude 
and true {etrfe of your partiality toward* me f 
which I regard as a mpft valuable acquifi- 
tion. But how would it be poffible for Me 
to inform you of the $eft M«6c. that has 
been fet to my operas, having ; fea«:ejy hea&i 
of any but what JhftS; be©& performed in 
the theatre, pf. the Imperial Coftrt? a»d of 
this* the chief part has been iet by the 
celebrated C^ldara i: an' eminent coatra- 
puntift, bsut ext^jngiply defcieut in expr$ffiGB r 
^ndpl^afing melody* 

. - /The pcuaft pajnful effeft of ray i©aj>ijity, 

would be the dhjiiaytion $f yppr eftfpm: 

but you are top juft to jeg&rd f$ ffiffla»e»«teyeP 

- > x iavoluntary 
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involuntary defe&s : with this hope I ftifcll 
therefore entreat you to believe me to be, 
with the higheft regard, &c. 

P. S. I am impatient to free my confcience 
from the weight of a great number of cor- 
refpondents, who have long been unavoid- 
ably negledted, for the reafons fpecified in 
the former part of my lettety in order to 
acquire leifiire fufficient to enjoy the delight 
and profit Which I expett from the perufal of 
thebdok* which you bisfoe fent me : : but in 
the mean time, let ,riie gratefully thank you 
for the precious and fJbhging gifts. 

Vienni, Aiiguftaa, 1776. 



la this -dexterous manned did Metaftafio 
extricate himfelf from the wild and unrea- 
sonable proje6t propofed to him by jD. Ant. 
Eximem, and it fliould feem, from giving 
an opinion of his Treatife, and attack of 
* P. Martini ; for we hear no more of either; 
z The Bard had another Roman correfpond- 
eat on his hands about this time, who wifhed 
to inlift him in a fervice for which he feems 
at all time* to have had an invincible repug- 
nance* His fear of giving offence, and love 
<a£ - tranquillity/ made him decline polemics 
v <v >-' k^ and 



aftd comparative criticifm, not only witfr 
refpeft to the works of living authors, btitr 
even of thofe who' had been dead more than 
2000 years. But let him fpeak for him- 
felf. 



LETTER XVI. 

TO THE ABATE * * *, AT HOME. 

The affe&ionafe partiality with which I 
am honoured, by a perfon- of your uncom- 
mon merit, would oblige me, in return for 
fuch goodnefs, to be more pun&ual in my 
anfwers, and more diffufe in my expreflions 
of gratitude, did not the precarious ftate of my 
health, and the ravages of time, which con- 
fpire day by day to diminifh my vigour and 
activity, deprive me of the pleafure of Gor- 
re(ponding with thofe whom I moft love 
and efteem, and who have deigned to think 
me worthy of their regard. From this in- 
genuous confeflion, you .may eafily compre- 
hend whether I can be in a ftate capable of 
executing your commands, in giving my 
fentiments on the Works of Sophocles and 
Euripides: an enterprife very unfit for me to 
undertake, who am by nature averfe, evea 

to 
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to a vice, to the drawing parallels, which arc- 
generally odious, and, fubjeft to the infults 
of critics and difputants. I fhall therefore 
confine myfelf to the telling you, laconically, 
that I regard thefe two illuftrious Greek 
poets, as two artifts equally excellent : that 
Sophocles is fkilfully majeftic ; Euripides more 
fimple and tender : that the firfjt is full of lu- 
minous ideas, and the fecond of afFe&ions 
more true, and natural; and that both 
equally aftonifb, by the conduft of the prin- 
cipal *6tion, by the exadl delineation of cha* 
rafters, and by that moft difficult power of 
modelling, and chifeling from the life, the 
paffions of .the human heart. But I com- 
municate my opinion to you in mere co»« 
fidence ; nor will you tjbink it merits publi- 
cation, if you have ^y regard for my credit; 
therefore, begging yo*i tq fpj^re my blufhcs, 
J remain, &c ? 

Vienna^ Jtfne 16, 177* 



The ftjllo\ying letter to the fame ai}pnyT 

mous Abate, ^ho had written a differtetion 

on Modern Mufic, a mufic which Metaftafio 

jfeems to have cenfured with great feverity ? 

n 3 wj4 
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Will di&lofe to the reader the poet's ideas on 
the fame (ubje&. 



LETTER XVII. 

TC* THE AW^TE * * * f AT ROME. 

If I was not occupied and fatigued with 
my prefcnt employ men*, and rapidly declin- 
ing and tottering under the weight of years, 
I fhould not negleft a correfpondencc fo 
valuable as yotir$, from which I am certain of 
deriving fuch great advantages ; being well 
convinced by your obliging letters, with what 
rich aAd rare iherehandisse your ftorehoufe 
is furnifhed. I congratulate you on the 
acquifition of fiich ineftimable treafares, and 
wonder Kov£ iff- has been poffible for you to 
unite with tlte rioify occupations of the 
Forum the elegant amufements of Helicon; 
and that, in fjbite of Themis, you are able to 
enjoy fuch delightful paftime with the mules. 
"" I have, at length, had the pleafure of read- 
ing your differtatioiron Modern Mttfic, and 
aflure you that you have greatly furpaffed 
my expeditions. But above all, Lhaye been 
furprifed at the arrangement of the materials, 

the 
a ■ ' : - 
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the ncatnefe and elegance of the ftyie, titv* 
ingenious texture of the arguments, and ixjL 
fhort, at the artful and piafterly manner iii 
which you have thrown lights on the mod 
remote and dark antkjuity.- To thefe in- 
comparable excellencies of profound learning, 
muft alfo be added, r y6ijr initiation into the 
jnyfteries of harmony,. which feeras.very 
confidergble, r and gives great force, luftre, 
find weight to your opinions. With refpeft 
to the intriijfic excellence of Modera Mufic, 
I am of your opinion; and. agree wkh you, 
that it? effedts are few arjd.feehle> pompare4 
With thofe which Plato afcnbes to die ancjerit. 
In fa6l, o^r mufip* enejrvates the mind, 
being £o extrejpaely artificial a#d refined, 
that it is itripofiible to trace through it, cither 
probability or natural cxpreffion; and ytt f 
from infuperableh^tyt, it is bepoiqe the reign* 
jng model of almoft all the mijfic of every 
jiation; as men judge more by their pars than « 
J>y reafon -jy By djvifions and artful modu- 
latiqn§ pf voice, and by the union of fo great 
a numbef of different inft|nmei^ts ? the fenfc 

* The Italian* 

f Mufic is more the objeft of fenfc dun intelleft; it* 
ufe is to pleafe the ear, nqt fo improve the underftanding # 
It has been (aid, that mufic caq awaken and excite fenfa,- 
pons^ but cannot reafon. 
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is flattered and tickled to fuch a degree, that 
it remains enfeeblpd, and almoft bewitched, 
by thofe long and rapid trills, which, though 
they referable fb much the warbling of birds, 
pleafe us much lefs, becaufe lels natural. 
The pleafure of converfing with you, drags 
me on infenfibly ; and pleafed with this 
tranfport, I flatter myfelf with the hopes of 
your affe&ionate forgivenefs. 

Vienna, September 8, 1776, 



Metaftafio, late in life, readily joined in the 
almoft general complaint againft rapid and 
difficult execution in mufic ; and yet, at 
other periods, he was partial to a Farinelli 
and a Gabrielli, whofe chief excellence was 
execution. The extraordinary talents, perhaps, 
of thefe fingers greatly encreafed the cele- 
brity of his dramas ; but when that was 
firmly eftablifhed, it was natural for him to 
wifti to fimplify mufic, and render its powers 
inferior to thofe of poetry. Indeed there 
neyer was perhaps a lyric poet who did not 
lijien with an 'evil ear to the rapturous apt 
plaufe given to a finger in performing an air, 
of which, according to the late Mr. Stilling- 

fleet, 
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fleet, nobody would think of read'mg. the 
words, but the author *. _ . . 

We fhall now return to Farinelli, in th$ 
correfpondence with whom there is a hiatus 
valde defiendusy from 1769 to 177 6, which has 
not been accounted for by the editor of his 
letters. In 1770, when I faw Farinelli at 
Bologna, and frequently mentioned Metaf- 
tafio in our converfation?, he fpoke of him 
as his beloved Gemeffo, (hewed me his pi£ture, 
and, in 1772, Metaftafio Ipqke of Farinelli 
with reciprocal kindnefs : fb that there feems 
to have been no breach' of friendfhip, cool- 
nefs, or. diminution of affc6tion, on" either 
fide, during the chafm in Metaftafio's printed 
correfpondence ; and the accident which 
Qccafioned it remains yet to be difcovered. 



LET TER XVIII. 



TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 

My poor abortion of an ode to Schon* 
trvnn, is really born under the favourable 

* Principles and power of mufic. 

influence 
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influence of rfl the plairtfts*. The; appro* 
bation which it meets With, to the wonder 
*ftd confufion of the fctrthof himfelf, is cer- 
tainly not merited by its infriftfic worth. 
That it Ihduld appear marvellous to nay fteftr 
Gemello* long blinded and feduqed by his old 
tender affe&ion, now tr*nsfbrm$4 ****<> na- 
ture, is a phaenotnenop. ttdt 4ifficu£t tp ex> 
plain ; but I am at a ktfjs to diffcovfef how ho 
has been able td Commynic&tfe bis* .partialities 
to their fevere and enlightened 3pia$rjciss f 
to fucha degree as to incline thet» t<* feouour 
me with their benevolence and ^pprobfttioft. 
It now becomes your talk to endeavour tQ 
prefef ve the advantages which you have pro- 
cured me, by repf Meriting to them, with 
ytnir enchanting voiGe, my gfrgtefdl, humble, 
and refpe&ful fentiments to the Cardinals 
Borromeo and Buoncompagni \ alluring the 
firft, that I have always prefent in my mind 
his venerated perfon, with alj the train of 
great qualities by which it is diftirig^ilhed ; 
and affirm to the fecond r that notwithftand- 
iilg the vkilfitudes which bccalioiied i$y 

* This ode, of which the author fpeaks in feveral let- 
ters to different perfons, did npt appear in any of the printed 
copies of his works which ! have feen> (luring his life. It 
canfifts x£ twenty -fix /^.zas, fix line* in e*ch. 

quitting 
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quitting my Country before he had become 4 
citizen of the world, I am not ignorant how 
nmtk he ha* honoured it, and how much 
his laudable a&ions, and amiable manners 
have cncreafed the luftre and lplendour to 
which he wa* born. 

It h lome confolation to me, that your 
familiar complaints have had the difcretion 
to fobfkle, for a little while ; mine are con- 
ftant ; but I dare not complain : at my age, 
1 have ao right to complain : murmuring 
Would fcut irritate my infirmities, and render 
exiftence more painful. We have here, as 
well as you at Bologna, all the amufements 
' Of the Carnival : operas, plays, Italian and 
German, public and private balls, feftivity, 
banquets, and vigils, without end ; but all 
thefe cannot produce, in this tranquil nation, 
that epidemic hilarity, which in our gay cli- 
mate is transfufed into all characters, not 
only thofe that feek it not, but forcing itfelf 
even upon thofe who wifti to avoid it; And 
at prefent, fuch as I are well off if they can 
.defend themfelves from the horrible third 
winter, which, like the liver of Prometheus * 
re-produces itfelf: and it . is certain, that 
without the valid patronage of our beneficent 
ftoves* wte fhould at pitefent be in the ftate 
; ' ■■'■ ■ of. 
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of thofe prefervations which you have cer- 
tainly heard of, in the mountains of La 
Mancha, or the Sierra Morena 9 1 forget which, 
fhat, without faking, become incorruptible 
when buried under a deep fnow. But you 
have fet me a fcribbling, though the nerves 
of my head proteft againft it, Adiexj, dear 
Gemello. I do not put you in miijd of lov- 
ing me, as, after {o ipany proofs, it would 
be a fpecies of ingratitude to imagine there 
was any occafion for it : but by taking care 
of your health, you will give the beft proof 
of it, to your mof); conftant friend, 

.Vienna, February 9, 1776. 



LETTER XIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

if . 

It is not to prefent you with the infipid 
fruit of my exhaufted foil ; hut tQ fulfil the 
inviolable right of our twinfhip, that I fend 
you a copy of my ode to Schonhrunn^ yyfrich 
is juft come from the prefs, in order th^t you 
may have the diftin&ion of being firft puni(h- 
ed, in fome way or other, for the want of 
merit, which but too eafily will be found in 
my produ&ion. \ did not accompany my 

poor 
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poor prefent with a letter, becaufe I muft 
have done the fame to other perfons to whom 
I owe refpeft and gratitude ; and the time it 
would have required* would have robbed me 
of the merit of folicitude* The more than 
exceffive clemency, which niy moft auguft 
fbvereigft has publicly expreffed, in fpeaking, 
writing, aftd afts of generous munificence, 
has filled me with fuch joy and confufion, 
that I was a long time incapable of thinking 
of it with afty degree of compofure. Be not 
offended therefore, my dear Gemello, with 
my innocent filence ; you ought, indeed, the 
more readily to forgive me, as the fame thing 
would have happened to your own heart, in 
fimilar circumftances. 

I honeftly difburfed to our friend Poggi, 
the afFe&ionate compliments which you 
remitted, and he is to reimburfe you, on 
account, when he (hall again fee the afsY 
tower *. In the mean time, do you pay on 
my account two hundred kind remem- 
brances, accompanied with innumerable pro- 
teftations of efteem arid afFedtion, to my 

* La T$rre degli AfinelU. A celebrated tower at 
Bologna, three hundred and fixty feet high. This city, at 
a diftance,has been compared to a fhip, of which the tower 
degli Aftntlli feems the inaft. - 1 

(> dear 



( **> ) 

dear aad worthy Abate Tarttfi, who is ever 
prefent to my thoughts; wiflung him the in- 
demnifications of fortune, who, at prefent, 
makes a (hamelefs parade of her hoftilities 
to merit. My health is not what I wilh it ; 
hut it is better than I have a right to e#pe£b 
fo that I dare not complain, Preferve your 
own carefully, and fail through the alternate 
good and bad viciffitudes of life, guided by 
that found philofophy wkh which nature has 
liberally furnifhed you, ind continue to be 
always as much mine as I am yours, 

Vienna, Septeipber 30, 177ft 



LETTER XX- 

TO THE SAME, 

.: . Herb comes another moft cordial letter 
from my beloved Gemello, who* through 
excefs of affe&ioxi, repeats the approbation 
which he had profefely given in a former 
letter, to my few vetfes on the delights of 
Schonbrunn; verfes which have nxx other 
fiicrit than what is reflected on them, from 
the general favour and veneration which tha 
public beftows on every thing that concerns 
my admirable Sovereign; and this repetiBSh 

affords 



affords *$e infetftc cpjxijfort,. not merited by 
the found of my difeprxjaat lyre, bu£ as an 
indifputable teftimony of ypur ajQje$ion, of 
which, though I a^m already convinced by a 
thousand proofs* new confirmations are 
always received with delight. The thought 
of honouring my dear Gemello wi^h a vifit, 
is worthy of the generous hearj of her Royal 
Highnefs the Dutchefs of Parma, the illuftri- 
ous prpte&reis ^f the fins arts ; who is not 
only an exquifite judge of the abilities of 
artifts, but appreciates their probity, candour, 
and fpotlefs morals ; , rare merchandize, and 
not always fiifficiently valued. I can never 
forget her performing the part of ApoHp, by 
which, with her enchanting voice and ange- 
lic figure, fhe rendered one of my feeble 
dramatic compbfitibns, written by order pf 
my moft augijft Patronefs, admirable anjj 
fublime, and lifted me up to a degree pf hap- 
pinefs, of which 1 fliaH ever be proud. 

The benign gracioufnefe with which I have 
beei} remembered by her Royal Highnefs, at 
ones comforts and confounds me, in the 
generous manner with which (he has deigned 
to fignify it repeatedly, to the Venetian 
Ambaflador, Count Durazzo, and to my 
dear Gemello : agd from the fituation of your 

pwn 
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own heart on fimilar unexpe&ed occafions, 
you may perfe&ly imagine what muft be 
the emotions of mine. 

Adieu, my dear Gemello, I (hould write 
a longer letter, if my conftant hypochondriac 
affe&ions, rendered more troublefbme and 
perverfe by the cold, would let me ; but in 
fpite of all my defefts and infirmities, con- 
tinue to love me. 

Vienna, November 13, 1776. 



The next letter to Farinelli, dated March 
13, 1777, contains little more than thanks 
for a prefent of various things fent in a cheft, 
which was not yet arrived ; and elegant com- 
pliments and grateful effufions to Cardinal 
Buoncompagnty for his partiality towards 
him, and expreffions of gratitude to a 
Bolognefe phyfician, who had enriched hi& 
difpenfary with a prefpriptiori in pure love of 
poetry. He finiflies this letter in the follow- 
ing manner 1 " 1 (hall not (peak to you of 
my incorruptible complaints, which I pre- 
tend not to deftroy, and (hall forgive all the 
plague they occafion, provided they do not 
furpafs my patience." 

The 
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1?he fiottiglia, as he calls the theft* being 
arrived, he Writes as follows : 

LETTE R XXL 

TO FAAiNELLt. 

The day before yefterday, the aoth iiift* 
I \^as informed of the arrival at the cuftotti 
houfe^of the cheft, which you had fent me ; 
and yefterday morning, I f eceivedj and had 
it opened in nay prefence, and found it full 
of moft powerful temptations of every kind* 
The firft thing I thought of, W&s to feek and 
tafte the fimnel*, chofen by you as a treat 
for my favourite guefts. I believe this is the 
moft delicate fimnel that ever came out of 
the exquifite (hop of Pkfthenopc. Oh my 
poor temperance! thotl art in the moft 
imminent danger. And how can fiich aflauits 
be refitted ?^ Thefe famous myrtles too! 
Thefe little boxes compofed and ornamented 

* Moftacciuohy is a cake made at Naples, of flour, 
fugar, eggs, and fweet winei very different from a 
Shrewfbury funnel, which is a ridi plum-cake inclofed in 
an impenetrable cafe, o^cruft made of flour and water, 
and coloured with feffron, which preferves it from injury 
and decay in the longeft voyages to the moft remote parts 
of the globe. 

VOI~ III. o for 
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for the tabic of Jove ! Thofe excellent iced- 
quinces, with which the maiden care of the 
genteel inhabitants of the monaftery of Saint 
Lorenzo, difdains not to flatter the palates 
of others ; and that inundation of odours, 
piquant and exquifite liqueurs, with which 
you fcruple not to raife a tumult in the too 
fenfible nerves of your poor Gemello's head ! 
But the mail violent fedu&ion of all, and 
that which occafions the greateft agitation in 
my mind, is refle&ing upon the kind man- 
ner in which you muft have been for fbme 
time employed in the fervice of your Gemel- 
Jo, while chufing, ordering, and collecting to- 
gether, iuch a combination of various, exqui- 
fite, and precious merchandife. Accept my 
moft hearty and affe&ionate thanks: twit that 
I may not abufe your kindnefs to the injury of 
iny health, and that thefe teftimonies of 
your love, may be of long duration, they 
feall be enjoyed with the moft prudent par-, 
fimony. 

I received fome weeks ago, an obliging 
letter from Signora Giacinta Betti Onofrio : 
a lady who voluntarily, a few years ago, 
began to honour me with her letters, by 
which alone (he is known to me. I an- 
fwered them ; and as (he faluted me in your 
■<~* name, 
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name, I charged her with my kindeft com* 
plimeiits to you in return ; pray tell me, at 
your convenience, whether fhe executed my 
commiffion. Adieu, my deareft Charles. My 
head rebels, and has been for fome weeks 
more troublefome than ufiial : but in fpite 
of it, J have been, am at prefent, and ever 
fhall be, while I exift, yours. 

Vienna, March %%A % 1777* 



LETTER XXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your moft kind anfwer of the 8th in& 
permits me not, my dear Gemello, to re* 
main in that filence which my renewed 
hypochondriac complaints but too juftly 
authorize ; as, contrary to expectation, the 
return of winter has driven us back again to 
the prote61:ion of our ftoves, which we had 
abandoned. The perufal of your letter has 
been more efficacious in calming my gloomy 
humours, than all the antidotes of philoib- 
phy, which promife fb much, and perform fo 
little. I have difcovered how precious to m^ f 
are the choice and exquifite dainties with 
which you have enriched me 9 by that ava- 

o 2 riciou* 
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ricious repugnance which I felt in diftribu* 
ting any part of them, even to perfbns to 
whom I owe the moft fincere gratitude : but 
the pain which the facrifice occafioned, has 
been recompenfedby the great pleafure which 
the approbation of my friends has occafioned, 
and by the renewal of the juft praifes be- 
ftowed on the qualities of my dear Gemello, 
of which, to my great delight, I find the 
whole world well informed. 

I am confufed, and proud of the partial 
benignity with which the moft venerated 
Cardinal Buoncompagni regards me. And as 
you are juridically authorifed to procure me 
its continuance, with the opportune and re- 
peated proteftations of my grateful, dutiful, 
and profound refpe£t, I here folemnly de- 
clare you, in this moft important negotia- 
tion, my procurator, or rather, my Alter 
ego. Adieu, deareft Gemello, preferve 
yourfelf carefully, if you would contribute to 

the prefervation of your, &c. 

Vienna, April ai, 1777. 



LET- 
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LETLER XXIII. 

TO THE SAME* 

If you, my dear Gemello, find yourfelf 
involved in the difficulties of the Plagal tones f 
I am not among the Authentic *. The laft 
winter affailed me with rheumatifm, tenfion 
of nerves, implacable hypochondria, and 
other gentilities : from which the prefeftt 
benign feafon promifes to deliver me, 
though with lefs promptitude than I fhould 
wfth, But according to the ancient pro* 
verb, we fhould fufFer under the aufpices of 
conftant refign&tion; hoping for good, and 
tolerating evif, ^ 

I thank you for the important perfonage 
which you made me reprefent in the con- 
fiftory held by the three worthy Cardinals in 
your houfe : and when, and where, either 
in fpeech or writing, it is in your power, I 
beg.yw wilj not negledt prefenting to then* 
jny grateful $nd profound refpe&s. 

An intrepid editor at Paris, has undertaken 
% magnificent and expenfive edition of all my 

• Alluding to the ecclefiaftical tones of Canto ftrmo, an 
fpr account iof\yhidi, fee Hiftory of MufiC) vol. k. p, 13, 

9 3 works ; 
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works ; and in informing mc of his defign, 
has tranfraitted to me proofs of eleven of the 
plates, already excellently engraved : and if 
the reft correfpond with thefe, the cornice 
will be much more rich and elegant than 
the building, I (hall in due time inform 
you of the further progrefs of this enterprize. 
Notwithftanding my having called for 
affiftanc* in devouring the dainties with 
which your feducing Flettiglia has enriched 
my ftore-room, I have not yet come to the 
bottom of my ftores : fo that I ftill continue, 
and (hall, the Lord knows how much long- 
er, to mafticate your favours, and mentally 
to embrace the amiable donor. Adieu, 
incomparable Gemello. 

Vienna, J me 21, 1777, 



LETTER XXIV, 

TO TH# SAME. 

Having read with the higheft fatisfaftion, 
fome weeks ago, in letters from Rome, that 
his Eminence Cardinal Butmcompagni was 
preparing to return to Bologna, I rejoiced 
extremely at the thoughts of your happinefs, 
jtnd wifhed inftantly to congratulate you 

upon 
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upon it ; but my abominable hypochondriac, 
or rather hyfterical affe&ions, were in fuch 
a tumult, that I durft not touch the pen. 
At prefent, as you have confirmed this pleat 
ing news in your letter of the 35th of July, 
which is but juft received, I fly with my 
whole mind to Bologna, to embrace and 
felicitate you, and to participate of your un- 
expe&ed happinefs, in fpite of the obftinate 
perfecutions of my various maladies. Do 
you be my eloquent delegate with this moft 
worthy Cardinal, and contrive to convince 
him of my veneration, gratitude, and refpe£t 
What can I fay to the unfolicited generous 
partiality of that moft worthy Marchionefs 
Pepoli Spada 9 in favour of my poor filly 
rhymes? The pi&ure which you have 
drawn of her, with the enumeration of her 
rare qualities and accomplifhroents, render 
me proud of the acquifition of fuch a pro* 
te&refs, and I fhould be much more fb if I 
did not believe her deluded by your twinfy 
fedu&ion, I envy extremely the fate of that 
vojume of my writings, which the Abate 
PtgnateUi has exalted to the dignity of hi$ 
companion : and am oply forry that he will 
not be better rewarded for the trouble of 
taking it with him, Exprefs to both my 
gratitude ; you, who are not incommoded 

o 4 wifli 
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with my confufion, may do it much better 
than me. 

I expe# fbon to receive the Paris editor's 
propofals ; and (hall inform you, the inftant 
they arrive, of the plan and conditions of 
this vaft enterprize. He wrote me word 
fome time ago, that he fhould aflbciate 
partners, and take in fubfcriptions ; not for 
advancing money, but to afcertain tKfc num«* 
ber of copies which he may venture to work 
off. Nothing is to be difburfed till the work 
comes out, which will be delivered by a 
volume or two at a time. 

Speak not to me, my dear Gemello, of 
another fiottiglia : I cannot get to the end o( 
the firft; think therefore whether I can 
jdlow you to fend a fecond. Befides, more 
virtue than I poffefs, is neceffary to prevent 
intemperance in the ufe of your kindnefs : 
and you, my dear Gemelto, fhould be more 
folicitous for my health, than fenfiial pleasure. 
Adieu, dear Gemello : preferve in your- 
ielf a rare model of amiable, honeft, gene** 
reus, and prudent men, in the midft of fuch 
fcarcity; be allured that I perfeftly know 
you, and therefore can never ceafe to be 
tnjly yours. 

Vienna, Auguft 1a, 1777. 

LET> 
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.LETTER XXV. 

TO THE SAME. 

The fteady and neat writing of your laft 
dear letter of the 1 5th inftant, the chearful 
humour which reigns in it, and the gay 
fympofiacs which you defcribe, if they do 
not entirely make me amends, my dear 
Gemello, for my affliction at the news of 
the cruel and violent hurricane which your 
health has lately fuffered ; I at leaft hope 
that this unexpe6ted attack which you fb 
valiantly repelled, was inferior to your re- 
maining vigour: and that it has made no 
jmpreffions on your machine, which, can 
difturb its equilibrium. I congratulate you 
on this gireunaftance, though I do not wifh 
you, however, to have frequent occafions for 
fuch congratulation. 

You <hall be obeyed in due time, with 
l*efpcd to the copies which you wifli of the 
new Paris edition; but the propofels not 
being yet arrived, I am unable po anfwer 
your queries, 

I am truly fenfible of the zeal which his 
Eminenc? Cardinal Buoq^orap&gni exprefles 

for 
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for corredtions in the Paris edition ; but 
it is difficult to promife them all, as the 
editions whence this will be printed, are fo 
numerous. 1 certainly (hall not fail to re- 
commend the meafures he wiflies to have 
purfued : and in the mean time, plume my- 
fclf in having my poor labours honoured 
with the attention of fo great a Patron. 
Prefent to him, I entreat you, my gratitude 
and veneration. Affure the moil obliging 
Marchionefs Spada, and the Abate Pigna* 
telli) of my gratitude, and that they fhall 
be informed of the method of becoming fiib* 
fcribers to the new edition, as well as of the 
time for paying their money, and receiving 
their books, as foon as I fhall know it my* 
felf; but of which, at prefent, I am wholly 
ignorant. 

Our honoured friend, Signor Poggt, has 
been very long in paying you the fraternal 
embraces which I configned to his care; 
but the pleafure which you exprefs in receiv- 
ing them, will not allow me to complain of 
this delay. 

Adieu, dear Gemello : take care of your* 
felf for your own fake, as well as mine, for 
the reafons given warm from my heart in 
my laft letter ; and which you, frpm grati*- 
tude and innate goodnefs, repay me with 

intereft. 
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intereft. I am pleafed with your panegy- 
rical expreffions, as proceeding from that 
affectionate fhort-fightednefs, which makes 
you mine, and me yours. 

Vienna, September 29, 1777, 



LETTER XXVJ, 

TO THE SAME. 

The hilarity of your dear letter, of ths 
20th of 06tober, which, I know not for 
what reafon, only arrived yefterday, has 
given me more than ufual pleafure. If this 
ferenity is a phyfical confequence of the 
good ftate of your health, I congratulate you 
on the folidity of your little frame ; and if it 
is the fruit of your phUofbphiqal meditation, 
1 admire the vigour of your mind* My 
thoughts have not been ina&ive concerning 
you, during my filence : I have always been 
thinking of my Gemello, even during an 
indifcreet attack of eryfipolas in my left foot, 
which has confined me to the houfe four 
entire weeks : and yet I owe it no ill-will, 
as it has left me iq a better ftate than it 
found me. We are here up to the chin in 
frpft and fnow $ but grown calloys, by the 

frequency 
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frequency of iuch favours, we pay little 
regard to them; 

'< Yet the Teutonic winter will certainly be 
revenged for our prefent contempt, by fome 
Jnfupportably cold weather; but we flatter 
ourfeives that it will not be of long duration, 
and in the mean time, are preparing for 
our defence, I envy your vicinity tp the 
venerated Cardinal Buoncompagni^ the wor- 
thy Marchionefs Spada, and the moft accom- 
plished Abate pignatefti: to all whom I beg 
qf you to prefent my grateful and {iiteere 
refpe&s, 

The printer, Reggiaqo, pledges himfelf fo? 
what I cannot poffibly give; having repeat- 
edly promifed, long fince, all my inediteel 
works to the publisher of the Paris edition. 
He had better wait for the French prefs, 
and copy into his edition all that is new ii* 
it: but then thofe pieces will fiot- he inedf* 
ted. It would be great pity if the whole 
impreflion, as you feem to fear, fhould 
remain on his hands. The public would be 
robbed of the numerous inftruftions con- 
cerning the dramatic art, which, in this 
edition, would ornament my poor poetical 
follies. Adieu, dear Gemello, forget not tQ 

believe me, &c. &c, - 

P. Su 



P. S. Upon a more accurate penifal b( 
your letter, I find it dated the ioth of De- 
cember, and not Oftober. Therefore, it h 
but juft to exculpate the poft. 

Vienna, December 30, 1777* 



LETTER XXVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

After a moft beautiful Spring, during 
the firft thirteen days of the prefent month, 
that had rendered this country warm anil 
fmiling ; the treacherous winter is returned, 
and has mortified the fields and plants which 
had put on their green and flowery .drefs : 
fo that your dear letter found me again 
muffled up in the furs and flannels which I 
had but juft laid afide, and extremely fcan- 
dalized at the difcourtefy of this climate. 
Since yefterday, it has feemed inclined to 
behave better ; but I (hall not truft to it, and 
fhall adhere to the fage Spanifh proverb ; 
Hajia el quaranta de Mayo no te quites el fay *. 

You are all occupied with the reprefenta- 
tion of Alcefte ; and we are equally employed 

* Till the fortieth of May 
Fling thy cloak not away. 

by 
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by the facred eloquence of father FranceftQ 
Maria of Bologna ; who, in the Italian nation* 
al church here, has not only colle&ed and edi- 
fied a noble and moll numerous audience, by 
'the fermons and difcourfes which he has fo 
ably given, but greatly encreafed the juft 
reputation and efteem which he had acquir- 
ed in this city two years ago* His depart- 
ure hence is fixed for the next month ; he 
is charged with my moft affe&ionate and 
fraternal remembrances, with all the viva- 
city which could be given to them, conliftent 
with the ferious and relpe&able charafter 
which he liiftains. 

My health being better, as I have hereto- 
fore laid, than I have a right to expe6l, I 
dare riot give way to the temptation, to 
which I am but too much inclined, of com- 
plaining. I mull, however, perpetually 
recommend to you the care of your own 
health, if you have any value for mine. 
Negleft not to keep me in the remembrance 
of the moft worthy Cardinal Buoncompagni, 
and in that of the no lefs worthy and noble 
houfe of SpaJa; accept my thanks for the 
precious lentils which you have lent me, 
and believe, without ever facrilegioufly 
doubting of it, that I am yours. 

Vienna, April 23, 1778. 

3 LET- 
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LETTER XXVni. 

TO THE SA&fE. 

I wish, my dear Gemello, that our twin* 
fliip made you refemble me lefs in the too 
frequent irregularities of health ; but your 
dear letter of the firft of this month, con- 
vinces me, that you are no left obliged ta 
be always upon your guard againft infidious 
attacks of your tranquillity. I know that 
the moft fpecific drug for our maladies, is 
patience ; but to put it in pra&ice requires 
heroifin; and itjias ever been my opinion, that 
the trade of a hero is not long fupportable. 

The benign remembrance of me by the 
Afch-dukes at Milan, at once confoles and 
confounds me : and I entirely participate iii 
the favour which they have manifefted to 
you. It is but juft, that he who (hares your 
pains, fhould partake of your honours* In- 
cluded in this account, are likewife the vifits 
which you receive from their Eminences, 
Buoncampagniy and Simoni: to the firft of 
.whom, I befeecli you to renew the ufual 
atteftatioris of my veneration, as well as of 
my reiped and gratitude to all the illuftrious 

family 
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family of Spada, and to all others who 
honour me with their remembrance ; but in 
particular, to the Very worthy father Fran- 
tefco Maria of Bologna; who* in a tnoft 
obliging letter, has given me a very exaft 
account of the ft^te of your health, and of 
my fituation in your good heart, as well as 
of the affe&ionate and obliging reception 
with which you have. honoured him. 

I hope you have already feen and read, 
the proposals of Molini the printer, at Paris, 
for publishing a complete and magnificent 
edition of all my works : I fhould inftantly 
have tranfmitted his propofals to you by the 
poft, if I had not feen the names of Meffrs. 
Tarujfi of Bologna, in the lift of commit 
fioners for receiving fubfcriptions and deliver* 
ing the books, when ready ; which rendered 
my original intention ufelefs. 

I ifhould lengthen my letter, but it is late, 
and I have people all around me; fo that 
with a tender and hafty embrace, I, for the 
prefent, take my leave. 

Vienna, June 18, 1778. 



The fubfequerft letters of this year to 
Farinelli, are chiefly on the fubjed of the 

4 . Paris 
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Paris edition of the poet's Works, arid mutual 
complaints of infirmities and declining health. 
In September, he fays—" Here i the feafon* 
u which had already threatened us with the 
u return of winter* is again become ferene, 
*• temperate* and hi every particular plea* 
u fant ; I hope that your's is likewife 
u changed for the better* and that the 
u indifpofitions of which you complain* will 
" be all removed. Mine, by dint of habit, 
*' have familiarized me to patience ; fo that I 
" do not complain of them, except fome 
* f phyfical (hock of the machine torments 
** me more than iifuah Employ yourtelf, 
" my dear Gemello, as much as poffible, to 
u divert your attention from thofe gloomy 
u meditations to which I perceive yoji in- 
" clined, and which* inftead of relieving, 
" encreafe otir fuffenngs* Your former 
<f felicity Vras not fufficient to make ypu lofe 
** youlr equilibrium ; a fttobf^-tliat youf 
" mind does not want the neceffary vigour 
" for facing inconvenience. Adieu. I find 
u that I have already moralized too much. 
" Do not ceafe to love me, or, at leaft, to 
" think of me, which did not ufe to put you 
4i out of humour ; and I will do the fame : 
" confbling myfelf always with the pleafure 
VOL. ill. * p "I feel, 
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" I feci, in fuppofing that I am poffefled of 
" your affe&ion." 



LETTER XXVIX, 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 

It is not from entertaining the leaft doubt 
of your affe&ion, on account of the time 
that has elapfed fince your laft letter, but 
to interrupt the prefcription of fb long a 
filence, that I vanquifh my too reafonable 
repugnance to writing, which daily en- 
creafes with my age ; and likewife to give 
you on paper, a thoufand of thofe embraces 
that I never ceafe giving with my heart, 
which Is always the fame for you. In the 
news which has arrived here of tht earth- 
quake at Bologna, you have been the firft 
objed of my reflexions* But not" having 
found your name in any account which has 
been received here, I have aflured myfelf, 
that you and your chattels have been unhurt : 
and this I am the more inlined to hope, as 
a letter from his eminence Cardinal Buon- 
compagnij addreffed to one of his correfpond- 
ents in Vienna, confiderably diminifhes the 
horrors of the firft account, which were 

extremely 
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extremely exaggerated. The fame will like* 
wife happen to you concerning the account 
of pur magazine of powder being blown up ; 
which by the force of tragic eloquence in 
the firft relatojs, announced the definition 
of Vienna. Amidft all thefe events, my 
health obftinately preferves a good appear- 
ance ; but, though it deceives others, it is 
not fufficient to deceive myfelf, who really 
feel the infidious progrefs internally making 
by the enemy : and, like a theatrical hero, I 
am never able to impofe on myfelf in the 
fame manner as I do on the fpedtators. 

Vienna, Auguft 19, 1779, 

LETTER XXX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your moft cordial letter of the 12th inft. 
as ufual, full of thofe affedionate expreflions, 
of which, without ingratitude, T cannot 
doubt the fincerity ; and feafoned with that 
gay and ferene eloquence, which alone can 
announce the regular equilibrium of our 
humour, has confoled, rejoiced* and furnifhed 
me with arguments to confirm me in the 
hope, that heaven will long be propitious 

p 2 to 
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to my prayers, in preferring your life for the 
folace of your friends, and as a model 
for thofe who are capable of knowing »nd 
imitating you. I, who feel the weight of a 
pen at our time of life, gratefully receive 
inftances of that affe&ion, which ftimulates 
you from time to time, to comfort me with 
your letters. Padre Guardiana minutely 
informed me of the delightful day which he 
pafled with you in your garden of the Hef- 
perides; and I confoled myfelf for not being 
of the party, by thinking of your own pleafure 
on this occafion, and wi fhmg you a repeti* 
tion of that happinefs ? flattering myfelf with 
the hopes of the Gemello not being wholly 
abfcnt, though far diftant. 

I believe myfelf entirely indebted to your 
conftant partiality, for being ftill remem- 
bered by the Spada family, by Cardinal 
Buoncompagniy the Duke Riario, Signor Pign~ 
atelliy and Signor GermaniValdivia: and beg 
of you to continue the talk of helping me to 
iecure fuch an invaluable bleffing, by repre- 
fenting to them the refpeft arid veneration 
with which I am impreft by their condefcen- 
fion. Prefent particular thanks to Duke 
Riario, for the pains which he takes in em- 
belli fhing one of my poor dramatic children 

with 
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with his elegant mufic : and, in gratitude, I 
wifh him patience to perform the operation* 

Cardinal Migazzi, Count Rofenberg> and 
the Spanifh Ambaffador, will have your 
compliments, whenever I am able to tran* 
iport myfelf into their vortex, which is at 
prefent too tumultuous for me. 

Forget not, I entreat you, to render par- 
ticular thanks to our good father Guardiano, 
for the lively account which he has given 
me of the extafy into which he was ravifhed, 
at hearing what a valiant defence your voice 
has made againft the injuries of time. I have 
it ftill frgfh in my memory, and I might 
fay in my ears, what it was when you firft 
afcended the throne of the whole vocal band: 
fo that I am not furprifed at his furprtfe. 
Vienna, November $3, 1779. 



At this late period of the poet's life, he 
jiot only preferred his epiftolary intercourfe, 
with furviving old friends, but accepted the 
voluntary offers of new correfpondents, who 
folicited his approbation, advice, or acquaint* 
ance. Of the former clafs, was the Abate 
GaIfo p to whom the firft letter in the collec- 
tion, that f<?ems to have been preferred, is 

p 3 dated 
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dated 1778, when the Poet was arrived at 
his eightieth year. 



LETTER XXXI. 

TO THE ABATE DON ANTONIO GALFO. 

Six days ago, your moft obliging letter, 
dated at Rome the firft of June laft year, 
was fent to my houfe by Count iLrneft 
D'Harracb; which letter (I know not by 
what accident) having been nine months on, 
the road, has at length put me in pofTeffion 
of your furprifing mock-heroic poem. I 
have attentively read, and greatly admired 
it ; jior do I fee it poffible for me, without 
being guilty of ufurpation, to arrogate to 
myfelf the title of your Mafter, with which 
through excefs of pplitenefs, you have qua- 
lified me in your letter. How could I pofli- 
bly communicate to You, that ardent, and 
prodigioufly fertile vigour of fancy, which I 
feel but too fenfibly I do not poflefs ? 
How, immerfed as I have always been, 
even to a fault, in Aiy conftant endlefs natu- 
ral doubts, could I infpire you with that 
frank and noble ardour, with which you 
have dared to open and purfue a road hithero 

t unknown, 
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unknown, through which you have mounted 
to the fummit of ParnalTus ? Ah, my good 
Abate, aflault not, I befeech you, my due 
moderation with temptations fo Violent : do 
juftice to your well-known merit : accept of 
the fincere fentiments of gratitude which I 
proteft, both for the valuable gift, and the 
manifeft gratuitous partiality with which 
you honour me, and which I moft amply 
return ; and permit me, inftead of arrogating 
the title of Mailer, to fubfcribe myfelf your 
faithful Servant. 

Vienna, February 26, 1 778. 



LETTER XXXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Whoever (hall read the lively, moral, 
and feftive compofition, entitled // Tempio 
delta Follia, The Temple of Folly, will be 
obliged to confefs, that the author* of it is 
truly a poet, both by art and nature. . I 
have re-perufed it always with new pleafure ; 
I have admired its ingenuity, and harmoni- 
ous facility ; and have difcovered in it many, 
inconteftable truths, which have always been 
before our eyes, without my ever feeing 

p 4 them. 
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them. Congratulate yourfelf in my name, 
if you pleafe, and in that of the worthy 
Count GiroIamim\ 

In order to avoid much writing, (an 
oeconqmy at prefent to me but too neceflkry) 
J anfwer 4t once the letter which accompa- 
nied your poem, ?m4 that which you fenfc 
with the letter of the Abate Sahinu full of 
^fFedtionate and kind expreflions, which J 
return from the bottom of my heart, 

Drive from your thoughts, my dear Sig* 
Qalfoy as evil temptations, the defire of 
crofiing the Alps, in order to undeceive ypur- 
felf concerning my merit ; and be cpnftant 
to bear with me at a diftance. Coiyvince4 
of the goodnefs of your heart, I (hall freely 
avail myfelf of your generous offers, when- 
ever any urgent occafion prefects itfelf : or t 
rather I fhall begin now, by loading you 
with injundlions to continue to me your 
affedkion and regard ; to believe me invari- 
ably yours ; and never to doubt that I an* 
with the trueft efteem and gratitude, &c. 

Vienna, July 25, 177$. 



The Abate Salvini's application to Mctaf- 
tafip, being mentioned in the preceding let- 
ter, 
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Iter, this feems to be the place for its infer* 
tion, 

LETTER XXXIII, 

TO THE ABATE LUCA SA^VINI. 

I AM extremely grateful for your oblige 
ing attention in making me ^ccjuaintetf 
W.ith the luminous progrefs of our academy ; 
which, as you inform me, is rendered more 
illuftriqus every day, by frequent and 
fiiblime aggregations ; and I fjiould be 
extremely proud, if it were in my power to 
procure it the gratification of which my 
worthy colleagues are at prefent lb ambi«> 
tious. But this is not the time for thinking 
of it ; for who would propofe a place in a 
literary academy, to a prince not only 
occupied with his ftate affairs in Vien- 
na, but a6tually in the camp of Bohemia, 
regulating the motions of two hundred thou* 
fand apne4 men, who depend upon hi? nod? 
and even if he were in his capital, in the; 
bofqm of the moft profound and tranquil 
peace, my due refpeft would not permit me 
to utter with my lips the propofition which 
you fuggeft. $o much the lefs, as what 

lately 
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lately happened at Paris is fufficient to dif- 
courage fuch a liberty; wher£, though the 
Emperor honoured a meeting of the moft 
celebrated of the royal academies with his 
prefence, yet he neither defired, nor was it 
propofed to him, as I have ever learned, to 
become an integral part of it. Perhaps 
fome perfon high in office, honoured with 
the familiarity of his fovereign, availing 
himfelf of the opportunity of chufing fome 
favourable moment, might rifk the men- 
tioning fuch a bufinefs ; but thefe are not 
operations for fuch as me, obliged by pru- 
dence to confine myfelf within the narrow 
limits to which I am reftrifted by the duties 
of my office. You will, I hope, excufe 
my perhaps too great timidity, which may 
be indulged to an excefs; but remember, 
that at prefent, my age will not allow me to 
attempt the correftion of natural defefis, or 
bad habits. Punifh me not for this involun- 
tary crime, by diminifhing my favour, and 
and believe me, with the higheft refpeft 
and regard, &c. 

Vienna, June 25, 1778, 

LET. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

TO SIG. MATTHIAS VERAZI, 

Secretary to his Highnefs the EleSior Palatine. 

By the opportunity of a courier, I was 
lpeedily furnifhed with a copy of Europa 
ricono/ciuta, which you have been fo obliging 
as to fend me. In this compofition, I find 
my friend, Signor Verazi, always equal to 
himfelf: flowing, happy, clear, and rich in 
that enviable fertility of fancy which con- 
ftitutes the principal merit of dramatic 
poetry, and which communicates itfelf to 
all the inferior arts employed in its fupport. 
I rejoice and congratulate you on obtaining 
the favours of fo enlightened a city ; an<J 
find nothing reprehenfible in the book you 
fent me, except the mjanifeft excefs of par- 
tiality, with which you publicly fpeak of 
me : an excefs which I can no otherwife 
accept, than as a confequence of that dim- 
fightednefs which the friendfliip with which 
you honour me occafions. 

Vienna, September 3, 1778. 

Metaftafio 
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Metaftafio, fearful of offending, and ever 
doubtful of his own favour, both with the 
public and his Imperial benefa&ors, could 
never be prevailed upon to ri(k the difplea* 
fure of either ; as he would not venture to 
print any of his writings, till they had been 
approved in their performance or perufal 
while in manufcript, nor to try his influence 
at a court which he had fo long delighted, by 
Soliciting benefits either for himfelf or friends, 
And perhaps to this prudent backwardnefs 
in felicitation, he owed the countenance an4 
condefcenfion with which he was fo long 
honoured. However benevolent and willing 
to confer favours gratuitoufly, princes may 
be, it is natural for them to keep at a dik 
tance the importunate; who by being refufed 
what it may be inconvenient, improper, or 
impoffible to grant, become aftive and im* 
placable enemies, The following letter in 
anfwer to a folicitor for court patronage, 
through the influence of the poet, will en-> 
able the reader to judge of his reafbns for 
putting a negative on the recjueft, 

LET. 
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LETTER XXXV. 

TO FATHER FILIPPO STANISLAO MELANO, 

The Sonnet which your reverence has 
been pleafed to fend me, is worthy of its 
ingenious and learned author, and I feel all 
the Weight of gratitude which is due 
from me, for fuch a partial remembrance ; 
and fhould be proud if it were in my power 
to manifeft my fenfe of your kindnefs, by a 
prompt execution of your refpe&ed com- 
friands. But as my admirable fovereign is 
perfecuted with an inundation of bad Italian 
poetry for the moft part, which fince his 
journey to Rome, is perpetually pouring ia 
upon him, he has clearly exprefled his deter- 
mination to receive no more* Now how 
would it be poffible for me to have the 
courage to demand an audience (as there are 
no other means of getting into his prefence), 
and pretend that he fhould lend an ear to 
my poetical ledhire, at a time when he is 
immerfed in the ferious affairs of a war, 
which is at prefent in its moft violent fer- 
mentation ? By doing this, I fhould run too 
great a rifle of injuring both the merit of 

4 th<t 
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the author, and my own chara&er, for 
refpe& and difcretion. I entreat you to fug- 
geft to me fome more favourable opportunity 
of demonftrating my obedience, and efteem. 

Vienna, January 13, 1779. 



|n the following letter to the Abate 
Galfo, we have the poet's opinion of contro- 
verfy and polemics. 



LETTER XXXVI. 

TO THE ABATE GALFO. 

In the parcel from you, which I received 
through the favour of the Apoftolic Nuncio, 
I find impreffions of two of my letters writ- 
ten to yourfelf, in which their only merit is 
the juftice which I render to your talents ; 
and the having fulfilled this indifpenfible 
duty, fomewhat diminifhes the mortification 
which I feel when any of my writings are- 
printed, from that innate want of confidence 
in myfelf, which through the whole coiirfe 
of my life, has robbed me in a great meafure, 
of the limited powers which were allowed 
me. I am extremely pleafed at the perfeft 

analosrv 
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analogy which there appears to be, betweeA 
my opinions and thofe of the learned journa- 
lifts which you mention, and congratulate 
myfelf on the occafion. I wifh I were able 
to felidtate'you on the acquifition of that 
tranquil philofophy, which the moft excel- 
lent authors want, to render them infenfible 
to the inevitable aflaults of detraction. But 
remember, my ljiuch refpedted Abate, that 
no race of men has been plagued with this 
abominable contentious fpirit, fo much as 
men of learning. Think of Scaliger, Eraf- 
mus, Schioppusy Muretus, &c. I pity hu- 
manity for nothing fo much as that infirm- 
ity, which by its violence, reduces men, 
venerable for their do&rine, to the level, of 
a&ors on a public ftage, for the diverfion of 
idiots. If you would avenge yourfelf and 
crufli envy, it'muft be done by an encreafe 
of merit. And the fpecific which I prefcribe 
to you, is the only one which I have ever 
propofed to myfelf. 

It is neceflary to be feized (as for my good 
fortune feems your cafe) with an exceffive 
degree of kindnefs and partiality in my 
favour, to e#alt into a model my old Epitha- 
lamium, written during* the firft effer- 
vefcence of a. juvenile fancy, when wholly 

ignorant 
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Igtiorant how much it wanted a bridle* Btit 
this kind of folemri approbation, with which 
you have honoured it, has reconciled me to 
it fo mudh, that I am now blind to its de- 
fedts, and am proud, that it has in any 
degree given occafion to fo new, delicate, 
and pleafing a produ&ion as yours ; or rather, 
that it has in any way feemed to entitle 
me to a (hare of your praife. I congratulate 
you on the conftant favour of the mufes, and 

am* &c* 

Vienna, Mafch 28, 17794 



LETTER XXXVIL 

TO THE SAME* 

Your moft beautiful Epithalamium, neatly 
printed, has been delivered to me fome days* 
together with the remarks of the learned 
journalifts. 1 have received new pleafure ill 
the perufalof the firft, by the mafterly man- 
ner with which you have contrived to re&ify 
the miftakes of my early inexperienced 
youth; and in the fecond, have applauded the 
exa£t juftice rendered to your extraordinary 
merit, which encreafes every day— *Take 
care of your health for the honour of our 

Parnaffus 
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Parnaflus ; pity my neceffity for brevity, and 
give me new opportunities of manifefting 
my obedience to your commands. 

Vienna, October 18, 1779. 



Though the following letter, which feems 
the firft that has been inferted in the collec- 
tion of our bard's correfpondence to Signor 
Volta, is dated at fo late a period of his life ; 
the affe&ionate manner in which he ex- 
prefles his regard, appears to indicate a long, 
tried, and intimate acquaintance. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

TO THE ADVOCATE LEOPOLDO CAMILLA 
VOLTA, REGIUS SECRETARY AT MANTUA. 

Though extremely eager to receive news 
of your health and welfare, I have never 
accufed you, my dear and valued friend, of 
negligence in tranfmitting it ; well knowing 
with what an inevitable croud of affairs, of 
every kind, you muft be op pre fled at your 
return to Italy : I am, therefore, extremely 
grateful to you for the juftice you have done 
me, in believing me always, in fpite of long 

vol. in. q^, filence, 
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filence, the fame aflfe&ionate friend, and 
exact calculator of your great merit, admir- 
able talents, and literary treafurcs with 
which you are enriched; bijt above all, 
1 fhall ever bear in mind your fweet, and 
innocent manners, which render you always 
pleating to your equals; and (hall ever 
remember my own acquaintance with you 
among the deareft and moft honourable cir- 
cumftances of my life. 

Speak not tome, I entreat you, of Theatres, 
either tragic or comic. The firft, which 
(as far as my powers have enabled me) I 
have tried to render lefs abfurd, confpire at 
prefent to combat common {enfe : and the 
iecond, in the midft of fuch innumerable, 
not only fupportable, but good and excellent 
examples with which the French have fur- 
niflied us, have not yet found a tolerable 
imitator in Italy. A very mortifying cir- 
cumftance for our nation ! But this fubjedt is 
too extenfive and abundant for a worn-out 
old writer, which, though in appearance it 
feems in the fame ftate in which J left it, 
is in reality fuhjeft to' all the laws of nature, 
Signora Martinetz is extremely flattered, 
though confufed, by the academic patent 
which does her fo much honour. She ren- 
ders 
3 
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4ers thaiiks to You for it, as fhe believes her* 
felf indebted to your declared partiality ; aud 
entreats you to represent in more fuitabk 
eloquence than (he has been abje to do ui 
the inclofed letter to her generous, promoters, 
the moil humble fentiinents of her unfeigned 
gratitude; Counfellor Martinets *, Don 
Domenko, and ErcolinOi return you their 
beft acknowledgments for yo\ir kind remera* 
brance ; and I embrace you with the rooft 

tender and cordial afFe&ion. 

Vienna* Auguft 9, rtffr 

LEtffe R XXXIX. 

TO f HE SAME* 

SiGrioii Angcfo Tatqffi\ delivered to mt^ 
a few days ago* your dear and much re^pefted 

♦Brother of Mademoifelle Martinet*, Aulic Counfellor* 
and firft keeper 9f die Imperial library. Metaftaflo* on 
his firft arrival in Vienna, took up his abode in the houfe 
of their father, Signor Nicote Martinetz, Matter of the 
Ceremonies tp the, Apbftolie Nuncio^ wid* whofe fatniljr 
he Kved fifty-three years. 

t The celebrated ImprovDifatore; who* when in London 
tt>9»t eighteen ye^r? *gp* by his extemporaneous number* 
On a fubje& given, aftonifhed even Dr. Johnibn; who wag 
Very incredulous concerning this faculty* jjjl he heard 
TalaJJi improvvifan at Streatham. 

^a letter, 
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tetter, with a magnificent eulogium on the 
poetical meFit of the bearer, to whom I 
am ready to do all due juftice, upon the faith 
of fo enlightened a judge as my friend Sig- 
nor Volta, even before I have had an oppor- 
tunity of making the experiment myfelf. 
But I fear he has undertaken a very difficult 
talk* in trying to render Italian Poetfy fami- 
lial* and grateful to German fears; efpecially 
extemporaneous numbers, which allow not a 
moment's refledtion to the aftoniihed hearer. 
I fhall do every thing in my power to con- 
tribute to his favour. But you, who fb well 
know the prefent paucity of my phyfical 
faculties, muft proportion to that my hopes 
of fuccefs. 

All thofe whom you have faluted, falute 
£ou again ; and I, with involuntary and in- 
evitable brevity, mofl affe&ionately embrace 
you, and am, &c. 

Vienna, Avguft 18, 1779. 



The following letter is the firft which 
appears in the colle&ion, to a new and un- 
known correfpondent, ambitious of the poet's 
approbation. ...... •. , 

LET- 
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LETTER XL. 

TO THE ABATE GIOVAN GABRIELLO MAC- 
CAFANI. 

The violent and paflionate enthufiafm 
excited in you by the perufal of my poetical 
trifles, is expreffed in fo lively a manner, 
both in profe and verfe, that I make no 
doubt, if you chofe it, but that you might 
afcend to the fummit of Parnaffus. You have 
exalted me, Sir, fo far above my merit, that 
in order not to appear a bribed and feduced 
judge, |t is neceffary for me to be more 
fparing than I wifh, in rendering due juftice 
to your talents. But I find it impoffible to be 
pariimonious with re{pe# to the candid and 
affediionatp partiality in my favour, which is 
difcoverable in all your expreffions: This 
requires gratitude and reciprocation, and 1 
aflure yoy of both, with the utmpft finceri- 
ty ; and wifh for opportunities \o give fuch 
proofs erf them, as (hall render it impoffible 
for you to doubt of my beiflg with due re-* 
4pe<6t and efteem, &c>* . 

Vienna, December $o, 1779. 
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LETTER XLI. 

TO *IJE SAME. 

The fable of my Sufferings and recovery 
from a dangerops accident, afforded me new 
information, ftnd aQ indubitable proof of 
your cordial affe&ion for me, as well as of 
your admirable poetical talents; fo that I 
think myfelf extremely obliged to the inge- 
nious inventor of the report, and congratulate 
you, Sir, on your abilities In compofing 
feulogiums, and oq the amiable qualities of 
your head and heart. The reafons affigned 
in my firft letter, and the imperious authority 
of age, which, though it malignantly ftill 
permits me to write, will not allow me tq 
exprefs fo iamply as I wifh, the true value of 
your obliging and beautiful compositions, 
nor the affe6tionate return, which is due for 
your candid propenfity i(i my favour r fo 
that I am constrained, moft unwillingly, to 
Confine myfelf to the fincere jiroteftations of 
gratitude and dfteem, with which I am, &c. 

Yjwma, March 30, rjQo. • 
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LETTER XLIL 

TO THE SAM£* 

Though the bufijiefs of writing has long 
fince become difficult and laborious to me, 
and by the laws of nature is rendered more 
heavy every day, my gratitude will not per- 
mit that your very beautiful and truly poeti- 
cal fonnet, which you have done me the 
honour to addrefs to me, fhould remain un- 
noticed : as it is not only a teftimony of your 
exceffive partiality for me, but of your owa 
favour with father Apollo, and the tuneful 
fifters. I congratulate myfelf on both, and 
in return, wifh you fubje$s lefs fteril ancl 
more worthy of your abilities ; yet I fhall 
not.ceafe to feel how much I am indebted to 
them, nor to be with all due refpe£ and 
sfteejji, $cq, 

Vienna, May i, 1790. 
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LETTER XLIIJ. 

TO THE ABATE GALFO. 

By jneans of our ^moft worthy Apoftolic , 
Nunzio *, the infallible Socrates came in 
perfbn fix days ago, to inform me, that my 
dear Sig. Galfo had courageoufly undertaken, 
and happily fuftained, the difficult enterprife 
of always furpaffing himfelf. The tragedy 
which has been fent to me, with its vigorous 
and {educing ftyle-, richnefs of thought, viva- 
city of imagery, folidity of do&rine in the 
numerous moral maxims it contains, together 
with the poetical fire which fo happily 
iparkle§ in fome of the fimiles, confirms the 

* Meaning Monfignore Vifconti, the titular bifliop of 
Ephefus, with whofe notice I was honoured at Vienna in 
^772. Hfs Excellency was a great collector, and not a 
mean performer, of Italian Catches and Canons, and con- 
defcended to furnifh me with copies of feveral fcarce and 
valuable compofitjons of that kind. See Prefent State of 
Muj. in Germany^ Art. Vienna, p, 285. It was this prelate 
who obferved, when Iexcufed myfelf for arriving late at 
dinner, by faying, I had been ftopt in the ftreet by 
proceffions : Sjhiei genti Jon portaitifft?ni alle procejftone : 
MThe Auftrians are extremely addicted to procefuons." 

'•' aifertions 
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affertions in this truly philofophical repr^r 
fentation. The inevitable infirmities of age 
forbid me a longer ufe of the pen; I fhall 
therefore merely fubfcribe to the found judg- 
ment of the enlightened journalifts, who fay 
of you, that your firft attempts bear the ftamp 
of a matter : pour des coups cfejfai vous faite; 
des coups de maitre. 

Vienna) Auguft 17, 1780, 



LETTER XLIV. 

TO THE ADVOCATE LEOPOLDO CAMIfJ.9 
VOLT A. 

Though writing, my dear Signor Volta, 
is extremely inconvenient to me, yet the not 
anfwering your cordial expreffions is impof- 
fible. I too clearly difcovered the eftimable 
and amiable qualities of your mind and heart, 
during your refidence here ; and I have too 
much pleafiire in telling you how much I 
love and efteem you, and how conftautly I 
fet that value o\\ your worth which you 
have convinced me you {o well deferve. I 
hope you will frequently remind my much 
revered Marquis Andreqji of my refpeft. 
fray tell him that the Paris editiop of all 

% . my 
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my works, has already begun to be publifhed, 
We have already received here three ex* 
tremely elegant volumes, and next month 
^re promifed three more. I wonder that 
you have not yet received them. If you 
Cannot procure them from any neighbouring 
city, it will be beft to write immediately to 
the Abate Giufeppe Pezzana at Paris, who i$ 
fhe diligent editor, 

Signora Martinetz is jnuch flattered witlj 
' your remembrance, and is joined by her 
whole family in a grateful return of your 
regard. Our Don Domenico will do the farne, 
3S loon as I fhall inform him of your oblig- 
ing attentions : aflure yourfelf of my regard 
find affedtion, and believe me, &c. 

Vienna, July 13, 1780, 
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TO THE SAME. 

By the lively maqner with which yoij 
have been ftruck at the fight of the elegant 
Paris edition of my works, I form an idea of 
my dear Sig. Voltcis fincere and afFeftionate 
friendfliip; and though I was fure of it be- f 
fpre* ? fuch an obliging proof of it cannot fail 
" "" " . of 
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pf fweetly ftimulating my vanity. I will not 
jliflemble the' pleafure which I likewife re-P 
ceive myfelf, in feeing my children fo mag- 
nificently eloathed and provided for ; but at 
the fame time, I cannot deny my fears, that 
this will give a furious opportunity to many 
people to examine too minutely how well 
they deferve fuch an expenfive partiality. I 
believe the edition advances happily; the 
Abate Pezzana having informe4 me in his 
laft letter, that the firft lheets of the fixth 
volume went to prefs on the fourth of laft 
month. The fonnet of Count Bulgarini, is 
truly beautiful. I not only do it all du£ 
iuftice myfelf, b\}t fijccefsfully procure it from 
every body elfe; npr fhall I fail to put it ia 
the road to our Olympus. 

I fhould gladly lengthen my letter ; but 
jny diminifhed phyfical faculties hardly per* 
fnit me \o give you a hafty embrace. 

Vienna Septembfr <fy 1780? 
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SECTION IV. 

X HE letters of our bard have for fomc time 
been confiderably diminifhing, both in num- 
ber and length ; and the complaints which 
he fo frequently repeats of his want of force 
and vigour to reply, in the ample manner 
which he ought, to the few perfons with 
whom he ftill wi(hes to keep up a corres- 
pondence, feem perfectly real and fincere. 
He is now (1780) arrived at his eighty rfecond 
year, a period to which few mortals are 
allowed to extend their exiftence. However^ 
his friend Farinelli, after fixty years trial, is 
not neglefted. His letters to him, though 
fhort, compared with thofe of former times, 
are not lef§ frequent or afFe&ionate. Eight 
of thefe for the prefent year have been 
printed, of which we (hall give a tranflation. 

LETTER I. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI, AT BO- 
LOGNA. 

Your letter, written during the laft fighs 
of the old year, has had the power to diipel 

♦ the 
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the hypochondriacal clouds, which * during 
this fevere feafon, are generally condenfed to 
fuch a degree, that I feem in danger of lofing 
the fmall remains of my obftinate* patience. 
Your letter, which breathes nothing but kind- 
nefs, tranquillity, and that wife equanimity, 
which preferves an equilibrium amidft all 
the furious tempefts incident to humanity, 
has infpired me with the wifh and faculty of 
imitating you. Yes, my dear Gemello, in 
your neat and fteady writing, and in that 
chearful eloquence with which you inform 
me of the gay parties which are formed at 
your country houfe, I exult in the fblid 
arguments which they afford me, of your 
being ftill in pofleffion of that fblid health of 
body and of mind, which will not only pre- 
ferve your philofophical gaiety in misfortune, 
but ftill have the power of communicating 
it to thofe with whom you converfe. May 
that Omnipotence by which you have been fb 
partially endowed, long allow you the enjoy- 
ment of thefe bleflings, andfecond the prayers 
of your conftant Gemello ! 

I have defcribed the chara&er of your 
Ambaffador to the Countefs Figuerala and 
Monfignor Perlas, prefe.nting to them, as my 
credentials, your original letter, which they 

have* 
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have entirely read, and highly coriitiieniietf } 
your gratitude is due to them for the pleafurd 
which they exprefs in their remembrance of 
you, whom indeed it would not be eafy to 
forget, among the many who daily prfcpofe 
you as an example of wonderful abilities* 
united with candour, and innocent manners. 
But I entreat you, who have already 
gained me the favour of fo many and fuch 
illuftrious perfons, to be careful in preferv- 
ing it for me, by bearing teftimony to my 
gratitude and refpedt, and reciprocal return of 
wifihes for their profperity* You know that 
I am now no longer a man to write letters of 
great length ; but as aa ancient inhabitant of 
my heart, you ought to know its moft fccret 
and recondite receffes : and therefore, I de- 
fire you to inform yowrfelf, of aty that your 
moft faithful friend and Gemello would 
write, if he were able, 

Vienna, January 13, 17891 

LETTER II. 

TO THE SAME* 

Your laft chearftil and afFe&ionate letter* 
by the pleafajit humour which runs thrwgH 

. it 
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It from the beginning to the end, has neatly 
diflipated the dark clouds which obfcured my 
hemisphere ; and made me bluih at my 
inability to aflume a fimilar difpofition, 
notwithftanding the pompous philofbphical 
axioms fb oftentatioufly difplayed in my writ- 
ings. You, in the midft of frequent earth- 
quakes and the indifcreet irregularities of your 
health, are not only able to defend yourfelf. 
from perturbation, but capable of conceiving, 
Arranging, and writing, mufical conjpofitions, 
which exhibit all the fcience and pra6iice qf 
an excellent contrapuntift. The Duct which 
you have had the kindnefs to fend xnc, is 
marvellous, not only for the difficulty of the 
labour which you have contrived to.diiguiic 
in fo mafterly a manner, and the lively ex- 
preffion of the words, but for the opportu* 
nities it affords to a fine and cultivated 
voice, to difplay its powers, in fwelk* 
(hakes, beats, appogiature> vo/ate, and all 
thole extemporaneous and unexpe&ed paf- 
fages and embellifhments, which are in- 
debted to you for their exiftehce*. I have 

* already 

*Wc Have here, a comprehenfive defcriptian of good 
cornpofitionand excellent performance. The poet, how- 
ever, fpeaks not only with approbation, buteloge, of his 
friend'sinvention and execution of difficult divifions ; talents 

which 
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already heard it performed fever&l times, by 
perfons extremely fkilful and intelligent, not 
only in execution, but in the laws of har- 
mony ; who were fo enchanted with the 
composition, as to comply with infinite plea- 
sure with my eagernefs to have it repeated 
again and again. 

■'" We are not perfecuted here with the fright- 
ful threats of your earthquakes, but for more 
than two months we have been ftruggling 
with the moft horrid and obftiiiate winter 
which can be imagined, and without the 
leaft refpite. Figure to yourfelf all that is 
moft cruel in this dreadful feafbn, and you 
will conceive fome part of the infults and 
inconveniences with which we are fur- 
rounded: impetuous freezing winds, ice 
harder than marble, deep> inceffant, and per- 
manent fnow, which covers and renders all 
objefts of one colour : fo that to keep open 
a little intercourfe between the inhabitants, 
whole regiments of pioneers, with fhovels^ 

which he condemns fo feverely in others. Farinelli, with 
his wonderful, natural, as well as acquired powers, was 
the Archetype of all the rapid and difficult execution, 
which has been carried to fuch excefs in modern times, as 
to fatigue and annihilate admiration ; which exifts no longer 
than its obje&s are rare and extraordinary* 

fpades, 
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Ijsades, pickaxfefc, brooms and car tS, aire tk)ft*r 
ftantly employed; and even thefe are not a 
match j with all their fatigue arid diligence* 
for the ijuaritity df fnow which is falling 
without intermiffioti, arid renews arid etr- 
creafes their work; The Danube, witH 
new - and incredible viciffitudes,. fometimes 
fluid, arid fometimes congealed, has at 
length broken all the great bridges, by which 
the provifions are brought to this populous 
city from Hungary and Moravia, which "are 
the chief difpenfers of its nourifhment* 
and every thing is become fo dear; that the 
common people are unable to procure the 
neceflaries of l;fe. But this ncenia i§ 
too long, and tirefome. Adieu, my dear 
Gemello; Let us preferve ourfelveS fof bet-* 
ter times* and in the mean while do you 
continue to love, and believe me, yours moft 
faithfully; 

Vienna, February 24, 17801 



LETTER IIL 

TO THE SAM£. ( 

.| received a few days ago, a moft affect 

tionate letter from you, with a Iplendid pre-* 

iFOhi III. R fcnt 
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fcnt of Sfueurs and fweetrneats* wilh which 
yftur tender and generous friendship, by 
excels of kindnefs, puts ray moderation, fo 
neeeflary to>fecoad childhood, to too great a 
trial. With this jktta> I have like wife re- 
ceived, the Aria of Tbyrjis, of your corapofi- 
tioo. I waited for leifure to examine the 
whole, before I gave an account of all the 
treafures with which you have put me in pof- 
feffion. But during: my delay, comes another 
letter from you, big with a Cantata, produced 
on the banks of the Mawzanare, by the prolific 
vfcin ofBonechi, and rendered admirable by 
tha enchanting notes of my incomparable 
@emello, whoonalloccafion, manifefts how 
rtiuch ait and nature have confpired to dif- 
tinguifii him. The fame golden mine is di£ 
(Severable, whence the duet Milk volte mio te~ 
firo^ &<s. was dug. But through the uniformi- 
ty of ftyle, that ingenious diverfity appears, 
of which expert eompofers fo well know the 
.ufe; wonderfully combining together the 
lively expreffion of two efFe&s, totally con- 
trary. Adieu, my Head will not permit me 
to ufe the Afiatic ftyle to-rday. Remember 
my refpe&s and falutations to thofe perfons 
who honour me with their remembrance: 

and. 
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and continue yourfelf to me, what has been, 
and ever will be to you, your moft faith- 
ful. 

Vienna, March a<}, 1780* , 

LETTER, IV. 

TO THE SAME. 

On Monday, the 17th inftant, I had ad- 
vice from the cuftom-houfe, of the arrival 
of the elegant little Petronian cheft*, big 
with fweetnefs to feduce both the ear and 
the palate. My firft care was to have it 
inftantly brought home, the fecond to pro- 
cure me the delight of being in your com- 
pany, at leaft mentally, continuing to drink 
my delicious ardent liquor from the little 
flafk which you had already broached, and 
to finilh the remains of the Ferrarefe peaches, 
defeftive only in the fmali portion which 
you had tafted : fo that we have eaten and 
drank together* by means of your kind inven- 
tion, in fpite of the enormous traft of land 
which divides us. I fhall make grateful and 
frequent ufe myfelf of the incomparable 

* St. Petronius is the Patron Saint of Bologna, 
whence the cheft was feat. 

k 2 peaches, 
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peaches, but much more rarely and fparingly 
(againft my will) of the fpirituous potation, 
which by its too great a&ivity, puts all the 
indocile, nerves of ..my head into fuch a 
tumult, that they are dancing like thofe of 
a bacchanal, and continue a long time to 
deprive me of natural repofe. Imagine not, 
however, that your favours will remain ufe- 
lefs ; I fhall eafily find coadjutors ready to do 
juftice to the precious merchandife, and who 
will be moft grateful to me, for the permit 
lion. The Palate' fatisfied, I fhall not negleft 
the Ear, which expefts my notice with impa- 
tience ; and the Air of Tir/S, excellently per- 
formed, makes me tafte a new and more 
exquifite pleafure, by the union of its infi- 
nite merit with my own felf-love: for 
though in this Air, not only the humanity, the 
fweetnefs, and fcience of my Gemello tri- 
umph, but the genius of the words, to which 
he has fb wonderfully adapted the melody, 
that I find them infinitely more beautiful in 
his mufic, than I was ever able to make them 
with my pen. The fame moft carred per- 
former*, at length, without interrupting her 
pleafant vocal employment, let me hear the 

* Mademoifellc Martinetz. 

two 
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two beautiful Sonatas, which are vifibly the 
legitimate daughters of my dear Gemello's 
brain ; and pleafe me fo much, that I have 
refolved to hear them frequently repeated; 
but by the fame hand : as I fhould efteem it 
a facrilege to defile them with the inexperi- 
ence of my own, which deprived of the 
neceflary pradlice, impej*fe6lly aflifts the litr 
tie theory with which I have been able to 
furnifh myfelf. The merit of both thefe 
pieces is equal; but that of the firft in G 
natural, in my mmd, has fbme advantage 
over the minor fitter *. 

If my head would allow me, I ftioyld b$ 
very prolix in my thanks ; but that not being 
the cafe, read them in my heart, where you 
have fo loi>g been an inhabitant : pay my 
xlebts with the dear and venerated perfbns 
who remember me : put not my too necefr 
fary moderation fo often to the trial with 
your feducing prefents, and continue to 

believe nje, &c. 

Vienna, April 9, 1780. 

* In the year 1770, when I vifited FarinellU ?t BQlog- 
na^ his chief mufical ftudy and amufement, was compof- 
ing and pjaying pieces which he made exprefsly for his 
different harpfichords, of which he had a great number of 
the beft and moft curious of the time. See Prefent State 
rfMuJiC) in France and Italy. Art. Bologna. 
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LETTER V. 

TO THE SAME. 

When I anfwered your laft letter but one, 
I was at war with my maladies and infirmi- 
ties, and fo ftupified by both, that 1 -knew 
not whether I was male or female; fo that 
I neglc&ed to thank you for a beautiful Can- 
zonettaof your compofition, which 1 found 
among your fweet-meats. I confefs my fin, 
and beg your abfolution. Enquire not, my 
dear Gemello, after my worthlefs health, 
ihe is unworthy of your notice : always the 
fame impertinent ftrumpet. However, 1 
hoped that by the return of good weather, 

Ihe would be a little reformed -but not 

entirely to relinquifli hope, 1 have recourfe 
to our Spanifli proverb, which ftili allows 
me a day or two more, ere I give way to 
defpair: hafla el quarenta de maio jto te quit- 
tes elfaio*. 

If through caprice, you determined to 
write down, and execute, fomething in mu- 

* This proverb occurred to our bard on another occa- 
fion, fee above, p. 205. 

lie, 
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fie, impcrfe&ly, you wquld find the under- 
taking impra&icable: the machine organized 
by nature, to the moft perfedt harmony, and 
the heart fenfible to thebeft paflions, as well 
as long habit, would oppofe and vanquifli 
fuch an extravagant enterprife. So thinks, 
and always fays, the ftudious performer of 
your produdtions; who juftly admires you, 
having been long (ince informed by me, not 
only of your profeflional merit, but of the | 
other invaluable qualities which are peculiar 
to yourfelf, add by which you will ever be 
diftinguifhed. She is, therefore, proud that 
you are pleafed with her approbation, which 
does herfelf honour, and will do you no 
great harm. Accept it, therefore, and enroll 
her among the numerous band of perfbns, 
who, avec connoijfance de caufe y admire and 
refpeft you. 

I would go on, but my head commands 
me to halt j and I muft obey. Pay my debts 
for me, to all my dear and refpe6table credi- 
tors around you: particularly to the moft 
noble houfe of Spada, not forgetting father 
Guardiano of the feraphic family, and con* 
tinue obftinately to believe me your moft 

faithful, &c. 

Vienna, June x, 1780. 

r 4 LET- 
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LETTER VI, 



TO THE SAME. 



My worthlefs head may proteft againft 
it as much as it pleafes, but it (hall not de- 
prive me of the plealiire of anfwering your 
p moft affe&ionate letter of the 26th of June. 
But what fhall I talk about ? fhaft my poeti- 
cal whimfies be diibulfed ? I have written fp 
many in my life, and talked about them fo 
.much, that it would be a repreheniible 
delicacy to blufh at mentioning them to my 
Gemello, who ab immemorabili muft have feept 
all my defeats; but he on the contrary, ex- 
alts them, as laudable and exemplary quali- 
ties. One of the mpft diftindt merits of th.e 
indefatigable Signora Martinetz, is the know- 
ing how tp do juftice to your ftudious and 
enchanting notes, and to fee in them that 
uncommon art, which diftinguifties the beau- 
tiful from the wonderful ; in which talent 
there muft confequently be a union of natural 
gifts, with long experience, and an intelli- 
gent and conftant application, in order to 
jnveftigate the certain fources of that perfedl 

harmony, 
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harmony, which has a defpotic power over 
the emotions of feeling hearts. In Ihort, youjr 
admirer believes (he does honour to herfelf, 
jby honouring yqn ; ^nd numbers your friend r 
fhip and patronage among her deareft and 
moft eftimaWe acquifitions. 

I congratulate you (not without fomc 
little fpice of envy) on the vicinity of youjr 
gardens of the Heiperides to the moli vene- 
rated houfe of Spaddy and confequently 
grieve at the painful refle£tion of the im- 
poffibility of my ever being of the party. 

I feel myfelf very much honoured by the 
obliging mention which has been made of me 
to you by the worthy Padre Martini, and his 
learned companion, the Abate Mingarelli ; the 
firft ought to be already convinced, long ago ? 
pf the high and juft eftimation in which, with 
the whole world, I hold, and ever fhall hold, 
his merit. And to the fecond, not unknown 
to pi£, I am particularly beholden, for giv- 
ing me an opportunity of declaring my efteem 
and ambition to procure his patronage. 
Adieu, dear Gemelloj I am tired, and muft 
ere this have tired you. Therefore, inform 
yourfelf, of all that yoii already know I 
Svoul4 (ay, if J were able. 

Vienna, July 13, 1780. 

LET-* 
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LETTER VII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Whence, for heaven's fake, could my 
dear Geinello have taken the new and \inex- 
pe6ied idea of making me independent at his 
expence > by a pious and unmerited ftroke of 
generofity ? The very worthy Padre Guardi- 
ano, to my incredible furprife, informed me 
of it by a letter which I received by the lafl: 
poft, and has made me conceive all the 
grandeur of your true affe&ion for me. If 
my faculties were not abforbed by fo many 
indifpenfible anterior debts, I fhould profit 
from your admirable example, and imitate 
your liberality ; but being utterly unable to 
change the circumftances of my fituation, I 
beg of you to accept in return, my grateful 
and fincere acknowledgment of being yotir . 
debtor*. 

My moft tormenting head obliges me to 
meafure my words ; £o that I muft haften to 

* It docs not appear by any of the printed letters, in 
what the generous propofitio* of Farjnelli confifted; it 
probably was his wifli that the poet would ipend the 
remainder of his dpys under his own roof, at Bologna. 

entreat 
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entreat you to load in my ftead, our exem- 
plary and partial feraphic friend, with all 
the expfeffions of gratitude which a*e due to 
him on my account, and believe me to be 
your moil obliged and affectionate Gemello. 

Vienna, Auguft 24, 1780* 



LETTER VIIL 

TO THE SAME, 

Your moft affeftionate letter of the 18th 
of laft month, is fo full of expreflions and 
fentiments worthy of two fond twins, that I 
perfe&ly conceive by it the full extent of 
your regard for me, and what mine ought 
to be for you. I (hall take no pains to per- 
fuade you what I am, with refpeft to you, 
as your ideas would not fo exa&ly correlpond 
with mine, if you had not long fince been 
convinced of the fincerity of my affe6tion. 

Signora Martinetz has learned to know 
your worth from her infancy, by my con* 
tinual and authentic relations; and encreaC- 
ing in the manner (he has done fince, in 
harmonical knowledge, indeed to a greater 
degree than was intended or expe&ed* (he 
has diicovered by her own fcience, the folid 

foundation 
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foundation upon which my reafoning wa$ 
built, from which {he derived her eaiiy 
ideas of your extraordinary merit. She is 
extremely thankful for your moft obliging 
^compliance with her wiflies concerning your. 
feje£t mufical labours; and proud of the 
generous offer of your friendfhip, fhe mofjfc 
eagerly feeks for fome opportunity of mapir 
fefting her fenfe of your kindnefs ; and I 
will be anfwerable for the fincerity of her 
flattering expreffions. 

I congratulate you on having, at length, 
after fo long a parenthefis, again recovered 
the worthy family of Spada for your neigh- 
bours ; among whom, by mere dint of wifti- 
ing it, I have more than once in a dream, 
found myfelf. Kifs all their hands for me, 
moll refpe&fully, I entreat you, and affure 
them of my veneration. 

I envy the three firft volumes in great and 
in {mall, of the magnificent and elegant 
Paris edition of my writings, being in the 
hands of my dear Gemello : but I hope their 
consents will be thought more valuable, thus 
ornamented, than I could ever perfuade 
myfelf they would be. Pay, I entreat you, 
all the debts of compliment for which I am 

anfwerable 
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anfwerable to your obliging and benevolent 
friends. 

.;xt:/ . Vienna, Auguft 31, 1780* 



LETTER IX, 

TO THE SAME. 

Your kindeft of all letters, written the 
4th inftant, found me in the moft unhappy 
and affli&ing circumftances that I could 
poffibly apprehend in the courfe of my life*. 
I have loft my auguft and ever adorable 
Patronfefs, Benefadtrefs, and Mother ; a lo£ 
for which I have not the leaft hope of ever 
confoling myfelf ! It is unneceflary to de- 
cribe my fituation to You ; your fortitude 
has been put to the fame trial, and you know 
what compaflion fellow-fiifferers defejrve. I 
I fhould now be your Gemello, in the virtue 
with which you fupported your lofs; but 
with whiqh I confefs I do not feel myfelf 
provided. Incapable at prefent of fpeaking 
to you upon any other fubjeft, I muft entreat 
you to fay for me all that is proper and refpe<9> 
ful to thofe where you are, who honour me 
with their remembrance and commiferation. 
Vienna, December 23, 1780. 

• . This 
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This princefs, (Maria Therefa of Auftria, 
Emprefs of Germany, and Queen of Hun- 
gary) who had been educated with the moft 
tender care by the emperor her father, was 
early initiated into the myfteries of the ele- 
gant arts, to which (he remained a liberal 
patronefs, amidft all the perils and vicifli- 
tudes of her reign, to the end of her life. 
Her piety has been thought to border on 
bigotry ; but if we may judge of its effeQy 
by the tranquillity, happinefs, and affec- 
tion of her people, compared with the tur- 
bulence, difcontent, and deteftation, of the 
iiibjeds of her unprincipled, philoibphical, 
and difbrganizing fucceflbr, we may fiippofe 
that too much religion is lefs mifchievous in 
a fbvereign, than too little. In the two 
long wars with her formidable foe, the late 
King of Pruffia, fhe fupported the frequent 
reverfes of her fortune with abilities, forti- 
tude, and dignity. And after a reign of forty 
years, in which fhe defervedly merited the 
title of Parent of her people, fhe died uni- 
verfally regretted, and her name and reigil 
are flill remembered with the utmoft reve- 
rence and regret, by her furviving fubjeds, 
4 A con- 
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A confiderable part of her life, was em- 
ployed in beftowing benefits on the indigent, 
particularly orphans of both fexes: and 
among the laft words which (he was able to 
utter, are recorded the following, to her fon 
and fiicceflbr, of which hiftory has not yet dis- 
puted the truth : " If I have done any thing 
repreherifible during my reign, it has cer- 
tainly been without my knowledge; for I 
have always had the public good in view* 
My heart has never been hardened againft 
the unhappy : and this is the greateft com- 
fort of my laft moments.'* She had been 
made acquainted with the bufinefs of the 
cabinet, by her father, at fourteen years of 
age, and attended his councils. The fre- 
quency of her petitions in favour of worthy 
obje&s, made the emperor one day cry out* 
«* You feem to think a fbvereign has nothing 

to do but to grant favours," —to which 

feeming rebuke, fhe anfwered: "I fee 
nothing elfe that can make a crown fupport- 
able:" and thefe were not words lightly 
uttered without feeling. Innumerable in- 
ftances of lier benevolence and pity for the 
diftrefled, are recorded. Having perceived 
a fick foldier on duty, at one of the gates 
of her palace, fhe immediately ordered him 

to 
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fo be relieved; and condu&ed in a carrfcg* 
to the hofpital. And being informed that 
this young man's diforder proceeded from 
indigence, and his feparation from a mother, 
whom he was no longer able to fupport by 
the labour of his hands, (he feritfor the poor 
woman from Brinn in Moravia, which is 
1 20 miles from Vienna, in order that fhe 
might be with her fon. " I am delighted,' 
fays the emprefs, to her, j on her arrival, to' 
reftore to you a child who is fo tenderly 
attached to you* 1 will give you a penfion 
for yoitr fupport, to indemnify you for the lofi 
of that affiftance which you ufed to receive 
from his labour ; and I recommend to you 
both, always to continue to love and cherifli 
each other. Thefe are my recreations "—The 
good woman, tranfportedtohearner fovereigri 
fpeafc to her with fuch condefcending good- 
riefs, cried out— "Though I have no other 
child than, this which you reftore to me, and 
whom I love more than my life, I would 
this inftant fee him expire, if his death 
could be of any fervice to your majefty;" The 
Emprefs Queen, without any other guard 
than the hearts of her fubje&s, was acceflible 
to all, without diftin&ion of rank. " I am only 
a beggarly peafant, (faid a poor Bohemian? 

labourer) 



C ^7 ) 

labourer) but I can fpeak to our good queen, 
whenever I pleafe ; and fhe liftens to me as 
if I was a Lord."- — The emprefs one day 
returning to her palace, perceived a woman 
and two children whom fhe could hardly 
drag along. Hunger had driven them from 
their mifefable dwelling. " How have I 
offended Providence, (fays fhe) that I fhould 
be'witnefs of fucli a fight ? " And immedi- 
ately gave . orders that her own dinner 
fhould be carried to them : and had hexfelf 
no other refe6iioii than the tears fhe fhed 
over the mother and her almoft famifhed 
offspring. " They are my children (fays 
fhe) and fhall never again be driven to beg-* 
gary^'— " 1 lament the time I am forced to 
give tofleep, as it is a robbery from my 
people." lThe partiality of her Imperial 
majefty, to the character as well as genius 
of Metaftafio, muft have been long fihce dis- 
covered by the reader of thefe Memoirs, 
and Will be further manifefted in the 
fequel; 
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L E T TER X. 

TO FARJNSLLI. 

While you wrote to pae in your bed jq 

, the neighbourhood of Bologna, your mpft 

kind letter of the ioth of laft months f, 

(like a good twin) was in bed at Vienna, 

where I was Confined by a violent . fever, 

and an eryfipelas in my leg. This acci- 

/dental fympathy juftifies our.aflumed twin* 

\ fhip. The fever obliged me. to keep my )?ed 

a few days, and departed ; but the departure 

bf the eryfipelas does not yet permit pie to 

quit the houfe. 

I thank you for informing me of , tije fefe 
arrival of the books, and for the generous 
and kind thankfulnels with w|iich ; ;^bu 
received them. I dare not epter pa, tlie fub- 
Je6fc of piy lofs : you know by ^periehce, 
that wounds of this kind do not foon.digeft, 
and that they never cicatrife till after a long 
lapfe of time, if at all ! 

Signora Martinetz renders you her beft 
thanks for your courteous remembrance of 
Jier ; which fhe returns with fiucere : ienti- 

ments 
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ta&its of the high efteem that is due to.fuch 

excellence as yours. I moft earneftly hope 

that you will foon fubdue your importunate 

complaints, and am with ufual twiiily kind* 

nefs, yours moft faithfully. 

Vienna, February, 1781. 



LfifTEIi XL 

TO THE SAMB. 

I at length vanquish my pardonable lazi* 
hels of old age, to tell my dear Gemello, 
that I am always, his* in fpite of infirmities, 
Which as ufaal, never negle£fc to $xercife my 
tired patience t and to inform him, that ^1 
have configned to Signor . Milani, a friend 
and cottefpondent of our ^4oft worthy Padrt 
Francj/co Maria, the three fubfequent volumes 
of the grand Paris edition of my. worlds ^ that 
is, the 4*hj 5th* and 6th, which will be 
.delivered to you with more pun6hiality than 
the former volumes, Thefe have been fome 
time in ipy poflfeffion ; but I kept them back 
for three plates which were wanting, from 
the indolence of the Paris etigraver* I hope 
that the other two Ihrai/onsj which are 
to complete the edition, will be more 

* * : V regular. 
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regular Adieu, dear Gemello. Neglect 
ndt your health, as you prize mine : Signora 
Martinet* will not fuffer me to omit her 
devout refpe&s; and with my old age and 
obftinate affedtion, I continue to fubfcribe 
myfelf, &c. 

Vienna, April 6, 178 1. 



LETTER XII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I have this moment received, moft hi* 
comparable Gemello, your very affeftionate 
letter ; and though I wrote to you but three or 
four d&ys. ago, to inform you that I had con- 
signed the 4th, 5th, and 6th volumes of the 
Paris edition of my works to Signor Milani, 
I will hot leave wholly unanfwered your 
cordial wifhes for my health and peace of 
mind. Would to heaven the tranquillity* 
which you were able to mufter in writing to 
me, had required lefs patience to obtain; 
but at our age, it is no fmall inftance of 
divine mercy, that we ftill exift. Signora 
MartmetZj in this letter, repeats her juft 
fentiments of gratitude and cfteem, which I 
inferted in my laft: and with a thoufand, 
* and 
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and a thoufand afFe&ionate wifhes for youy 

h^ppinefs, I am, &c. 

Vienna, April 12, 17.81. 

J.ETTER XIII, ' 

TO THE SAME. 

Yesterday, the 28th inftant, I received 
your very affe&ionate letter of the 1 5th, and 
anfwer it immediately, from mere eagernefs 
to talk with you, though this letter cannot 
depart thefe three days. I perceive that 
though thefe earthquakes and complaints 
.will not fuffer you to remain in peace, yet, 
in fpite of them, you have the wonderful 
courage and ftrength of mind to keep up 
your Spirits, and to amufe yourfelf with run- 
ning over the keys of the harpfichord, or 
with a plate of Neapolitan Maccaroni, which 
there is le£s hope of obtaining here from our 
moft learned cooks, than a Cardinal's hat* 
I do not envy yoij this enjoyment, becaufe 1 
always feem to partake of whatever belongs 
to you, be it good or bad ; yet, I hope you 
will not fail to deplore my privation. I wifh 
q good journey and a profperoug expedition to 
pur worthy Padre Guardian*, who has fp 

s 3 ipeedily 



ipeediiy put you in poffefifcm of the laftpub- 
lifhed volumes of my trifles: and when I 
receive the reft, I fhall not fail to put them 
in the fame road. You know that my bre- 
vity is not a matter of choice ; therefore, 
receive with good humour, though fhort, my 
tender embraces, and believe me, &c. 

Vienna, May 29, 1781. 



L E TT E R XIV, 

TO THE SAME. 

Your dear letter of the 1 ith inft* though 
a? mixture of four and fweet, has comforted 
me extremely ; as after that abominable ad- 
dition of at! ai!* of which you give me 
an account, you appeafe me by fpeaking 
of dinners, harpfichords, maccaroni with 
zucsbilhy and admirable company; con- 
vincing .me that filence has not robbed me of 
the fmalleft portion of your love; and I 
firmly believe, that y*u will think the fame 
pf me. But, my beloved Gemello, the 
whole months of July and Auguft, and 

* At *i is a contraction of aiuto-oiuto, help! help! 
murder! 

feyenteea 
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feventeen da^s of the prefent month, wc 
have inhabited here the torrid zone, without 
being able to breathe, day or night, from a 
continual burning and fuffbcating heat be- 
yond what has ever been remembered in 
this country. My poor nerves, which hither- 
to only dreaded cold, are fcandalized to fuch 
a degree by this ftrange irregularity, that 
encreafing their painful tenfions and tremors, 
particularly in my aching and confufed head, 
they have rendered me unable to read, write, 
andalmoft to think ; leaving me, however, an 
outward appearance of tolerable health, 
which does not augment my own patience, 
though it confiderably diminilhes the com- 
paflion of others, to which I am but too 
well entitled. The very worthy Count 
Gaddihzs frequently feen me in fimilarfitu- 
ations, and therefore has given you accounts 
pf the florid and happy ftate of my health, to 
which I can by no means fubfcribe. I love 
and efteem this Count extremely, and have 
here many rivals, whence I hope that your 
acquaintance with each other, produces 
reciprocal pleafiire. 

Divide and difleminate my thanks and 
refpe&s in due proportions among the Mar^ 
ghionefs Spada> Meffrs. PignateUi> and Faldivia r 

s 4 the 
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the --incomparable Padre Guardian*, th$ 
Abate Mingarelli, and all thofe in* your, 
quarter of the world who remember me : and 
in return, I fhall have the merit of fecuring 
the Countefs di Figueruoja, and . Mon-. 
Jignor Perlas, as J haye already comforted 
the indefatigable Signora Martinet z with 
your obliging remembrance. Do you .con- 
tinue obftinately to love me with all my 
infirmities and complaints, which will nevej* 
be able to make me forget you for a fingle 
moment, 

Viepna, September 27, 1781, 



LETTER XV, 

TO THE SAME. 

Your amiable letters, full of cordiality, 
grace, and candour, are always dear to mej 
and efficacious reftoratives, in refrefliing my 
worn-out patience, at the obftinate tenfion 
of the nerves of my head, 'by which I am 
eternally perfecuted. I am therefore ex- 
tremely grateful to you for this fuccour 
which you adminifter to me from time to 
time. But that I might enjoy it more amply, 
J wifh moft ^rdently, that your importunate 

complaints 
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£qmplaints would render the exercife qf yov& 
charitable afliftance, which is of fuch lingular . 
ufe to me, lefs paihful to yourfelf. But let 
us change the fubjedt, and not contaminate 
the coniblation, which, by our cartel, we ar j 
mutually bound to afford each other. 

I rejoice in the new and defirable acqui- 
fition which you have made, by your acquaint- 
ance with the Imperial minifter, and his 
moft worthy noble family, and likewife with 
the raoft learned Padre Maejiro Gazzaniga .\ 
of the merit of all whom I judge by their 
efteem for you. To the laft, whom you 
will always have the happinefs of retaining 
with you, give, I befeech you, a thoufand 
affectionate compliments in my name; and 
tell him that I (hall never ceafe to love 
and efteem him, and to feel grateful for 
his confUnt demqnftrations of benevo- 
lence. Happinefs attend our incompar- 
able wanderer, father Guardiano! who, 
among his other innumerable faculties, has 
the, power to infpire my delightful Gemello 
with cjhearfulnefs and good humour, at his 
cjbarming diiyiers, his harpfichord, and the 
pflnvcrfations of his feled: parties. 

I am arriyed ?t, the 7th, 8th, and 9th 
^olwn$S; 9$ th? Jfyi§ edition^ aud (hall tranf- 
'-J \ mit 
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mk them to yoii by the ufual road; but T 
would firft run them through, to difcover the 
errors that may fttfl remain uncorrefted ; and 
af prefent, the tremulous nerves of my eye$ 
are not fit for fueh an operation (as you may 
difcover by my hand- writing.) If this impe- 
diment 'fliould be obftinate, I (hall poftpone 
the revifioh, which I believe is not very 
neceffary. 

Signora Martinet*, in compofing an ora- 
torio, which {he has juft finifhed, has always 
invoked your harmonicai influence. Adieu, ' 
dear Gemello; Affure yourfelf of my obfti- 
xmte perfeverance in loving you, and believq 
me, with my whole heart, &c. 

Vienna, November 14, 1781^ 



LE TIER XVL 

TO THE SAME. / 

YE$TEfcl>AY, December 16th, I ordered* 
the 7th, $th, and 9th volumes of the new; 
Fatfis edition, hi 4*0, to be consigned tootir' 
faiih&tl friend, Signor Mt7ani/in order to" 
forward them to you : and as I aiii informed^ 
tliat our Padre Guardianc >'& notWBdlttgik, 
I ffcall Jodge my advice to him iny^tfrhaiids, 

being 
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being certain, that he will have notice of 
this new diftribution of books elfewhere* 
We have now three-fourths of the impref- 
fion, and I hope that our ^patience will not 
be put to any great trial, ere we receive the 
remaining three volumes. 

The Grand Duke and Dutchefs of Muf- 
covy, who you fb much admired at Bologna, 
and whom we at prefent poflefs in Vienna, 
where they are juftly adored, not only for 
their elevated rank, but pergonal qualities, 
by which they are rendered more illuftrious 
and dignified, will abandon us the firft day 
of the new year, and I begin already to de- 
plore our lofs. 

Pray combat the winter valiantly, as I 
ftrive to do, though I have no reafon to be 
proud of my bravery* The: female compofer 
devoutly falutes you ; and I, with my ufual 
dofe from the vqfi pizzecbillo, allure you 
that I am yours moft faithfully. 

Vienna, December 17, 1781. 

No iaore than two or three letters of this 
year, except thofe to Farinelli, appear in the 
printed colle6Hon ; fo much were the poet's 
ftrength and a&ivity diminilhed, as well as 
$he number of furviving correfpondents! 

LET* 
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LETTER XVIL 

TO THE ADVOCATE LEOPOLD CAMILLQ 

VOLTA ; 
Secretary and PrefeR of the Royal Library at Mantua. • 

An eryfipelas in my left leg, to complete 
my fufferings, has confined me to my bed for 
nlany days, and which does not yet permit 
me to quit my domeftic habitation, is the 
caufe of this late arrival of my anfwer to your 
laft letter. I have perufed and re-perufed the 
fonnet, which I find worthy of the fubjeft, 
and of the author : and I am gratified with 
the praifes which it receives from thofe 
hearers to whom I take care to communi- 
cate it, J return you my thanks, not only 
for being fo obliging as to favefor me with a 
copy of it, but alfo for- the public confirma- 
tion of the juft judgment I formed of your 
talents from the firft day I had the happinqfs 
of converting with you in this capital. Con- 
tinue to honour me in the fqme manner. 
Afcribe my filence to the irreparable lofs 
with which we have been affli&ed : accept a 

reciprocal 
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reciprocal return of the compliments with 
which yo\i commiffioned me for the inhabi- 
tants and frequenters of this houfe ; and con* 
tinue to believe me, with my accuftomed 
eftcem and affection, yours, &c. 

Vienna, Febrmtf t, r)8i4 •:■ 
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TO THE SAME* 

1 recognize, my dear Sigrior Volta, all 
the fenfibilitjr of your zealous friendffiib 
in the indignation which you mariifeft iu 
communicating to me, the Canzonetta della 
vita umana, printed - under my name at 
Florence. The merit of compofing it is not 
mine, and I ftiould be forry to rob the author 
of Ki6 famei you will . therefore oblige^ me 
extremely, by acquainting our friend^hpjjv* 
much I abhor the character, of a Plagiar i#* 
'isita ignorant how it happens to,bq ipy for- 
tune, that^fo many generous pQPt$,(hQq]d' 
undertake to aflift me in the prod.u&iop^pf 
children. The imperfe&ions of my legiti- 
mate and natural offspring (not all very, well 
known to me.) are fufficicnt to difturb and 
pliguei me, wrthout .being burthened with 
-V:v.\* tie 



A commerce with which I have fceefl Co 
Honoured and delighted, would have grati- 
fied my vanity in the higheft degree; bxlt 
my poor exhaufted humanity, has, at length, 
much againft my will, obliged me to afk 
quarter J and God knows the difficulty which 
I had in obtaining it. Now you Will be fb 
good, my dear Abate, to tell me with what 
face 1 could fend public documents to Romci, 
of my being able to comply with the requeft 
of Others, after having protefted that it wis 
not in my power to oblige him ? You are in 
iio kind of Want of my fiiffrages, a#d thofe 
which I" have antecedently given, will leaviy 
ho doubt of my t efpedt for yotir pro'du6tion$. 
I fliall, however, read whit you have ferit 
me, wheti I can idtt it with a* riiind l^fs 
bpprefTed, and with eyes more-fteddyJ In the 
mean time, I beg you will not confpire with 
nature, in dimiriifhing your regard, as file his 
done my a&ivity, ;but continue 1 toloW^irie 
is lam, and believe me, with uftml' eftfeerA. 

Vienna, Juiife i ij'-ijtin- 
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The following is the only letter that, 
appears addreffed to the fame! perfoii> .It 
feems an anfwer to a letter of thanks from 
the author of a recent Italian tiratifkrtion 



( m ) 

of Homer, to Metaftafio, for his approbation, 
of that verfiom 



LETTER XX. 

TO THE ABATE GIUSEPPE &OZZOLI. 

The juftice which I rendered to your 
happy Homerical verfions, was not fb much 
to increafe the celebrity of your literary 
talents^ become fo illuftrious by univerfal 
applaufe, as to do credit to my own judg- 
ment ; which if it had been different, would 
have proved, that I was ignorant what 
learning, vigour of mind, good fenfe, and 
conftancy, wereneceffary to conceive, under- 
take, and conduft, to a happy termination, 
fo long and difficult an enterprife. You are, 
therefore, only obliged to me for the advan- * 
tages which I have procured to myfelf. 
Cherifh, I entreat you, your gratuitous, par- 
tial propenfity towards me, and extend a 
fimilar indulgence to my age and infirmities, 
/which hardly allow me to affure you, in this 
fhort manner, of the efteem and affedlion, 
with which I fhall ever remain your, &c. 

Vienna, October 24, 1781. 

VOL. ill. T Thi* 
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This is, chronologically, the laft letter 
in the colle&ion, to any of Metaftafio's cor- 
refpondcnts, except Farinelli, to whom we 
how return. 

LETTER XXL 

TO SIGNOR FARINELLI. 

Our laft letters on the fame fubje£t, met 
upon the road ; hence, my dear Gemello, I 
fhould have had nothing to write about, if 
luckily I had not an account to give you of an 
unexpe&ed vifit from Signor Filippo Cavalier 
Gattefcbiy captain in thefervice of Ruffia, with 
another officer, and a Greek lady, his confbrt, 
who furprifed me, . and remained a confider- 
able time in converfation ; informing me of 
the ftate of Italy, and the north, whither they 
are now returning. During this vifit, I for- 
got my complaints, more than ufixal, while 
iuffering from the intenfe cold of this climate 
and feafon : they fung, fpoke of you, and 
the memory of my dear Gemello is a fpeci- 
fie againft all my fufferings. The Cavalier, 
your relatic>n, is extremely courteous and 
animated, and I wifli him profperity equal 
to his merit If writing were not fo painful 

to 
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tb itiei I ftiould fay much more ; but iwe 
tinderftand each other without fpeaking : 
that is, prefent my refpe&s, falutations* and 
thanks, to thofe at Bologna, to whom I am 
in debt ; pfeferve yourfelf carefully, during 
this horrid feafon ; accept the compliments 
bf Signora Martinetz, and believe me always 
more than ever yours. 

Vienna, January 3, 1782. 



LETTER XXII- 

TO THE SAME. 

I have no materials, my dear Gemello, 
for a letter to-day, and my head protefts 
againft the ufe of the' pen : and yet I cannot 
refift the defire of giving you a thoufand 
embraces, at leaft in writing, and returning 
you a thoufand thanks for the fincere and 
kind pleafure you manifeft at the great 
honour which it has pleafed the northern 
princes to confer on me. The phenomenon, 
however, will not produce the. ; fame efFeft 
on all, and I have reafon to fear, that many, 
and perhaps the greater part, will be 
puzzling their brains in finding out what 

t % proportion 
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proportion my merit can poflibly bcSf f 
with fuch an honourable diftin6hon*: ; an 
enquiry which cannot be of much advantage 
to me. But let us have no more of it, at 
prefent, I think of nothing now, but the 
pleafure it has afforded you, and the proof 
it furnifhes me of your true and conftant 
affe&ion, of which, however, I had not the 
leaft occafion. Give liberally, and in due 
proportion, the ufaal, return of regard and 
affettion to all thofe around you, who 
honour me with their remembrance, and 
accept the reverence of the female compofer. 
Adieu. I fhall write more fully when the 
wicked nerves of my head will permit; 

in tanto vqfi a bizeffe, and am, &c, 

Vienna, January 24, 1782. 

* The Grand Duke and Dutchefs of Mufcovy, in mak- 
ing the Tour of Europe, when they arrived at Viennai 
hiade early and earneft enquiries after the Imperial Laureat, 
with whofe merit they were perfectly well acquainted, not 
only from tradition, but his dramatic productions, which had 
been as frequently and magnificently reprefented, and as 
admirably fct, fung, and performed at the court of Peterf- 
burgh, as in any great city in Europe. Not content with- 
all the information which they could acquire of others, 
concerning his private life, thefe great perfonages vifited 
. the venerable bard in perfon ; and when his charader, 
talents, and age, are confidered, the honour of the vifit (eems 
reciprocal, exalting die good tafte of thefe princes, as 
much as the reputation of the poet. 

- - LET- 
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LETTER XXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Ah, Ah ! I did not expe6t this from You I 
After fb many expreffions of affeftion, pub- 
lickly to become my rival in poetry! And 
that no doubt might remain, a faithful and 
authentic account has been tranfmitted to 
me, figned by two unexceptionable witnefles, 
whom I highly love and honour ; and how 
is this rancourous rivalry and jaloufie du 
metier to be reconciled with the tendernefs 
of twinfhip ? The effort would be vain. It 
is lucky for you, that your letter arrived 
to inflame and encreafe my bile, at a time 
when I was unable to write: not only on 
account of my nervous head-ach, but a 
whitloe, that is, pe no memardetto punticio, in 
the ftitching or thimble finger (in the good 
language of feamftreffes) the befl finger 
of my right hand, which obliged me to have 
'recourfe to the Caefarian furgeonforaffiftance, 
which I have not yet completely obtained. 
In the firft impetus of my profeflional jea- 
loufly, God knows what indecorous expres- 
sions might have efeaped my pen. But let 

T 3 US 
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us change the fubjeft, as I feel, that fpeak-: 
ing of it, roufes irrafcibility ; and I believe 
it is not your wifh, that I fhould revenge 
myfelf upon you in mufic— What would 
become of your fame, if I did ? — No, no — - 
Make as many verfes as you pleafe. I fhall 
forgive the infult ; and by the power of 
twinfhip, I will fuppofe them to be written 
by myfelf. 1 know not of what fiotta you 
fpeak, if you mean to fill it with poetry, it 
fliall be welcome ; but I proteft agaii^ft all 
things elfe. I can write no more. Ad: 
liberally for me, and for Signora Martinetz, 
in giving and taking compliments, and let 
us feal our reconciliation, by a million of 
mental embraces, and, with ufual wifhes, bo 
to eaph other " as we were wont to be." 

Vienna, February u, 178^ 



LETTER XXIV, 

TO THE SAME, 

What ! then is envy, in mercy to huma- 
nity, no more? Neither here, nor elfe- 
where, during this dreadful feafon, can I 
find a friend or acquaintance who does not 

pQmplaii} 
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complain of want of health. We are all 
-equally obliged to have recourfe to refigna- 
tion : one prays for me, another for you, 
and all are wifliing better health to their tor- 
mented neighbours. My whitloe has at 
length left me, but it was flow in taking 
leave; my other complaints obftinately 
defend their pofts, and I my patiencS ; but 
I will not tire yours : let us therefore talk 
of other matters. 

The great Seruus Servorum, is faid to.be 
within two or three days' journey of us ; and 
our Emperor, who from an obftinate com- 
plaint in his eyes, is obliged to keep his 
room, would otherwife go to meet him. 
Heaven fend, for the lake of the Chriftian 
world, that this unexpedted vifit may be 
profperous ! The Petronian cheft, which 
as ufual, illuftrates the generpfity of my dear 
Gemellp,* will oblige me to pra6tife a diffi- 
cult' and importunate moderation in the ufe 
of its contents. But Signora Martinetz, 
who devoutly reverences you, will heartily 
fupply my inability, and begins already to 
thank me for the enviable comfniflion, She 
has happily fet to mufic my oratorio entitle4 
Ifacco Figura del Redentore (Ifaac type of 
the Redeemer}. 1% -yy^s yefterday j>ejfprme4 

T 4 W 



in the theatre, for the fecond time: Anc^ 
notwithftanding the rigour of the fe^fon^ 
and catarrhs of the fingers, it was; not 
defrauded of its merit ed N approbation, This 
{acred function was performed here for the 
benefit of the poor widows of muficians* 
raifing by the profits a fund, in -order to 
relieve them by penfipns, at the deceafe of 
Jtheir hufbands *. 

Oh how many things I ftill want to fay \ 
But. what is to be done when we can do 
jiothing ! I beg you, my dear Gemello, to 
a£t my part with due refpedl and proportion 
among the many perfons in your neighbour? 
hood, who honour me with their remem- 
brance. The admirable Carlucciello is em- 
braced with my whole heart, and the frater* 
nal tendernefs confirmed of his immutable 
pempllo. 

Vienna, March 20, 1783, 



This was the laft letter written by Metaf- 

tafio to his beloved friend Farinelli, and 

- . • • • ..*■•■" • * • % 

* This plan was eftabliflied in iqaitetipji of the original 
Xnglifli Fund for the fupport of decayed muficians and 
iheir familus, how called the Royal Society of Mufutans y 
toid ftfll fubfifh. See Account of the Commemoration of 

iHcmdiL -w— ... / • . .'. '..•-■•'•/ 
r . perhaps 
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perhaps the laft ufe which he ipade of hit 
pen I For in lefs than a fortnight aft$r, hq 
was feized with a fever, which deprived him 
of life, and the world of one of its beft 
inhabitants and brighteft ornaments ! But the 
account of his laft fipknefs anddeceafe, which 
the accomplished Mademoifelle Martinets 
Jent to Farinelli immediately after the fatal 
event, defpribe$ the circunjftances ip amply, 
^ncj with fp much feeling and elegance, that 
we fhall give it to the reader, as much in 
her own words as a faithful tranflatipn will 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI, 

The lofs x>f a mortal who honoured humai** 
ity, is felt by all ; but it is particularly 
calamitous to thofe vpho, like ypurfelf and 
pur family, were united to him by th$ 
ilrjfteft bonds of a long and {inpere friendr 
(hip. Indeed from the time of thp immorr 
tal Metjiftafip's firft arrival in Vienna, April 
j 7th, 1730, he never quitted our houfe, nor 
ceafed ponferying benefits and a6ls of kindr 
pefs on its Inhabitants: it will therefore bis 
upneceflary minutely to defcribe the affli#ioxi 
gf my Qii^d to you, Sir ? ^vhpfe fe»fibiljty of 
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heart ajxd affe&ion for your friend, are fo 
well known. The ftroke, however, came 
upon us too fuddenly : as the vigour of hi$ 
conftitution, fuperior to the age of eighty- 
four, animated by a conftant an4 equal viva- 
city and incomparable wit, were fuch 3.$ 
prpmifed a longer continuance among us, 
notwithftanding the habitual hypochondriac 
affe£tion$ with which he \yas frequently 
incommoded, but which did not, however, 
deprive him of the enjoyment of ibeiety, 
deep, appetite, ftudy, or other vital func- 
tions. In the evening of the firft of April, 
his fatal malady began. Returning home 
from his conftant vifit to Count Perlas^ he 
pomplained of a chilnefs, eat very little at 
iupper, w:ent to bed at his ufual time of twelve 
o'clock. The next morning, atfeven, hecalle4 
for my elder brother, Giufeppe, and con? 
liilted him whether he had beft rife and go 
to church, 'as he had intended, it being 
E^fter Sunday ; but was advifed by him to 
remain in bed, as his pulfe was very quick : 
an hour after, the fever increafed to fuch a 
degree,- that it deprived him of fpeeeh, and 
he remained oppreffed by a heavy lethargic 
fleep, which continued during two days, 
w#h fhort intervals, iv\ which he was only 

3 aWe 
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able to take the medicines prescribed by Dr ? 
Molinari, his phyfician. The fever dimir 
pifhed fo fi^uch on the morning of the fifth 
day, that he became tranquil, fpoke freely, 
ponverfed ' with fome of his friends, whp 
yifited him, and was able, after dinner, tp 
have the facrament adminiftered to him* 
You may imagine, Sir, what great confola- 
tion this afforded us ; but our hopes were of 
fhort duration, for at night, the fever re- 
turned with fuch violence, that every day ft& 
became more lethargic, and baffled all the 
{kill of the moft able phyficians, who met it\ 
confutation ; fo that on the 12th of April, 
between eleven and twelve o'clock at night, 
he finally, without much £gony, rendered his 
fublime fpirit into the hands* of the eternal 
Creator, in the prefence of his confeffor, 
having three hours before received the gene* 
yal abfolution of the Apoftoliq Nuncio. Now, 
fince every mortal muft pay the tribute of 
humanity, it was fome .alleviation to our 
fprrows, for fb great a lofs, to reflect, that 
thi§ illuftrious man, after having with uni- 
yerfal applaufe, employed his extraordinary 
talents in inftru&ing and delighting man- 
kind, and amply fulfilled all the duties of a 
frue Chriftian, of 311 eminent writer, and 



( 2«4 ) 

acquired the indifputable title of the firft 
poet of the age, fhould enjoy, at prefenf,' 
the worthy and everlafting mede of his 
fevere re&itud?, probity, integrity, and mo? 
rals. 

For the Bologna prefent, generoufly 
intended for me, you muft content yourfelf, 
Sir, as yet with my fijicere thanks : when it 
arrives here, I fhall be jnore diffufe in my 
acknowledgments, and with ray information 
<if its fafety, give due praife to its kind con- 
tents, In the mean time, accept the molt 
fincere affurances of the reverence, efteem, 
$nd refpe6tful confideration, with which I 
have the honour to be, &c, 

Yiepna, May 9, 1782. 



His friend and adopted twin, Carlq 
Broschi, commonly called Farinelli, fuj> 
vived this ev^nt but a fliQrt time ; the poet 
dying April I2th, 1782, and the muficiaij. 
September 2 2d, of the fame year, having 
arrived at the great age of eighty-one. — Let 
pot libertinifm, indelicacy, or- inhumanity, 
ridicule or degrade this mojft excellent and 
worthy perfonage, for the cruelty of avari- 
cious parents ^hiring childhoo4 ! His talents 
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had e#e<5te upon his hearers beyond thbfe or 
any mufical performer in modern times (d)i 
and it may be doubted, whether the moft 
celebrated mulicians of antiquity, Orpheus, 
Linus, or Ampfiion, however miraculous 
their powers over the heart of man, ever 
excited fuch fplendid and folid munificence 
in their hearers (e). His extraordinary voice 
and almoft flipernatural powers of execution, 
have been fo often celebrated in every part 
of Europe, that nothing need be added here 
to his public profeflional chara&er ; and in 
the courfe of this work, the numerous and 
impreffive eulogies of fo exquifite a moralift 
and judge of the human heart as Metaftafio, 
muft have exalted his private virtues and 
conduit through life, to an uncommon pitch 
of excellence. In my youth, during the 
keennefs of curiofity, concerning the life of 
this portentous performer, I had accounts 
from the higheft authority, of his modefty, 
humility, and benevolent propenfities, during 
his fplendid refidence at Madrid, while in 
the fneridian of royal favour, inverted with 

(d) See Italian Muf. Tour> and Hi/l. of Muf vol. iv. 

(*) The King of Spain, fettled a penfion on him for life, 
of 2000I. (many accounts fay 3000I.) fterl. per arm. with 
honours, privileges, and prefects innumerable. 

wealth. 
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^Wealth, honours, and influence, Sufficient tcf 
excite svery fpecies of envy, hatred, and 
malice, in all the orders of fociety. Yet fb 
found were his intellefts, fofage and judicious 
his condu6ly that he cannot fo properly be faid 
to have efcaped the fhafts of envy, as to have 
prevented their being (hot at him. Of 
ahnoft all other great fingers, we hear of 
their intoxication by praife and profperity, 
and of their caprice, infblence, andabfurdities^ 
at fbme time or other ; but of FariheIH f 
fbperior to them all in talents, fame, and for- 
tune, the records of folly among the fpoili 
children of Apollo, furnifh no one dis- 
graceful anecdote. It was not till after 
this moft aftonifhing performer and worthy 
man had defcended with dignity from the 
height of his former eminence, power, 
and iioyal favour, that I had the plea- 
fure of contemplating his manners, and 
enjoying his converfation at Bologna; but 
I do not remember that I ever was more 
.fatisfied or lefs difappointed in approximat- 
ing celebrity. Rouifeau fays of Philofophers, 
that " the only prejudice of which they 
cured him, on acquaintance, was the having 
thought them, at a diftance, fiiperior to other 
mortals.' ' But Farinelli, inftead of loling 

ground 
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aground in my favour by a clofe examination* 
confiderably augmented my refpeft and ad- 
miration. With all the eafe and grace of a 
man of the world of high rank, long accuf- 
tomed to the praftice of urbanity, he joined 
intelligence, information, franknefs and can- 
dour. Farinelli's mind was entire, whatever 
mutilations its manfion may have fuffered# 
If vice, rafhnefs, imprudence, or any thing 
in which his own volition might be accufed, 
had rendered him different from his fellow 
creatures, reproach and contempt would 
have been juftly his due. But when it is 
confidered, that ever (ince he became a free- 
agent, his whole life was not only inoxious, 
but exemplary, in the praftice of all the focial, 
friendly, benevolent, and amiable virtues; 
that • with natural powers, and acquired ta- 
lents for delighting others in the moft inno- 
cent and exquifite manner, he never loft his 
equanimity in the midft of the higheft and 
moft inebriating profperity and applaufe, but 
remained humble, modeft, and fteady in his 
duty, gratitude, friendfhips, and attachment 
to his family and country ; it feems as if the 
involuntary lofs of the moft grofs and com- 
mon ,of all animal faculties, had been the 

only 
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tnly degrading eir cumftance of his exift* 
cncef/). 

Meta&tasio's death illuftrated the princi- 
ples and pra£tice of his life. Pious and firm 
in the belief of the religion of his country, 
lie courageoufly, in his lafi moments, relied 
on the promifed propitiation of his Saviour J 
and on receiving the facrament a very fhort 
' time before he expired, exclaimed, 

TToffro il tuo proprio figlio* 
Che gia d'amore in pegno^ 
Raechiufo in picciolfegno 
Si voile a not donar. 

A tut tivolgi il ciglioi 
Guar da chi t*ojjjrb\ i pot 

(f)lt is not eafy to account, rationally, for the total 
filence of all Metaftafio's biographers, on the fubjedt of 
his long, conftant, and ardent friendfhip for this extraordi- 
nary and worthy perfon ; though a volume and half of his 
letters are addrefled to him, they feem afhamed to mention 
his nam& Srgnor Mattei, indeed, has once condefcended 
tofpeakof a letter to the Eunuch Farrinelli* — Why this 
contempt? If the vulgar and jocofe chufe to (hew fupe- 
riority by their farcaftic attempts at wit, they muft not b 
robbed of fo obvious and tempting an opportunity; but 
that men who fancy themfelves philofophers, and elevated 
above plebeian prejudices, (houldjoin in the cruel confpiracy, 
is a difgrace to wifdom and learning. 

* Mcmorie jur fervire alia vita di MetoJtuJU. p. 41.* 

Lafci 
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Lafc i, Signor^ fe vuoi, 
Lafcia di perdonar (g)* 

O Lord, permit me, now my race is run, 
While hov'ring o'er the gaping grave, 

To offer up to Thee, thy only Son 
In facrifice, my foul to fave. 

See whom I offer ; oh, behold him, Lord, 
And for his fake my crimes «xcufe ; 

O turn thine eyes, and then ref ufe t'afford 
Thy mercy, if thou canft refufe. 

Dr. Johnfon, equally pious, and impreffed 
with the deepeft convi&ion of the myftery of 
the incarnation, had too little reliance on 
his own merits, to think himfelf deferving 
of falvation, through his redeemer. With 
all his native courage, inftead of boldly 
meeting his diflblution, he would gladly have 
fufFered the moft excruciating terreftrial tor- 
ments, to have poftponed the event. During 
his laft vifit to his friend Dr. Taylor, in 
Derbyshire, about four jnonths before his 
deceafe, he fays, in a letter to me, " I ftrug- 
gle hard for life. I take phyfic, and take 

(g) This prayer was not pronounced extempore, as may, 
be feeh in the tenth volume of the Nice edition of his 
works, where it conftitutes (with a fmall difference) the 
laft Stanza of his Paraphrafe on tks Miferere, or fifty-firft 
pfelm, a pofthpmous work, 

vol. in.. v air; 
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. air ; my friend's chariot is always ready. 
We have run this morning, twenty-four 
miles, and could run forty-eight more. But 
who can run the race with death ?" 

Metaftafio was interred in the parifh 
church of Saint Michael, in Vienna, the 
1 4th of April. The funeral rites were per- 
formed with fplendor, by his grateful heir, 
Signor Jofeph Martinetz, in defpite of the 
poet's injunftions, who had forbidden all kind 
of pomp. The inheritance of Signor Marti-* 
netz confifted in a well-furnifhed habi^ 
tation^ a coach, horfes, a great quantity 
of princely prefents, la very ample and feledfc 
collection of books, with a capital of onq 
hundred and thirty thoufand florins; from 
which, however, w r ere to be deduced, twen- 
ty thoufand for each of the executor's lifters, 
and three thoufand for each of his younger 
brothers. 

The poet's attachment to the Martinetz 
family, was of long ftanding. In the year 
1730, on his arrival at Vienna, the firft 
houfe in which he took up his refidence, was 
that of Signor Nicolo Martinetz, mafter of 
the ceremonies to t|ie Apoftolic Nuncip in 
that city. The eldeft fon of this gentleman, 
whom he appointed his heir, was auliccoun- 

fellop 
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fellor and firft keeper of the Imperial library. 
Signora Marianna, his eldeft daughter, edu- . 
cated under the poet's eye, and univerfally 
admired for her talents and accompliftiments, 
particularly in raufic (as has already been, 
related) not only as an excellent performer 
on the harpfichord, and an exquifite finger, 
but for her genius and abilities as a compofer. 
She was aneleve of the admirable Dr. Haydn, 
who refided three years under the fame roof 
with Mataftafio, during her mufical ftudies* 
She had lefTons in finging from tHe cele- 
brated Porpora, who had many years before 
been the poet's own mufic-mafter. The 
produftions of Mademoifelle Martinetz, were 
communicated to, . and approved by the 
greateft mafters of Italy, and her name is 
infcribed as a member of the Philharmonic 
academy in Bologna and Mantua. 

Signor Saverio N Mattei, one of the moft 
ufeful of Metaftafio's biographers, though 
he rather gives advice to others, with loofe 
and indigefted materials, than a regular life 
of the poet, fays, that " whoever wifhes to 
acquire an exa6t knowledge of his cuftoms, 
manners, way of life, opinions of himfelf 
( and others ; of his precilipn in fulfilling his 
duties, of the changes in his fortune, his 
u 2 ' appli 
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application, and the different degrees of 
favour with which his feveral productions 
were at firft received, their chronology, the 
influence they had on the tafte of Italy, and 
on that of all Europe, with refpeft to the 
melodrama, or lyric ftage, can only acquire 
fiich information by the perufal of his 
Letters." 

The reader has now been prefented with 
entire tranflations of the principal letters 
contained in the five volumes of his corres- 
pondence, pyblifhed at Nice, in 1786, and 
extra&s from the reft ; and it feems as if 
thefe would eftablifh his chara&er as a bene- 
volent, amiable, and virtuous man, as firmly 
as his dramatic works and mifcellaneous 
pieces have enrolled him among great poets* 

His letters (fays the moft ample and 
accurate of all his Italian biographers, the 
Abate Crtftini^ editor of the Nice edition 
of his works) " will do honour to all Italy, 
while they difcover his moft intimate at- 
tachments, his moft fecret thoughts, his 
favourite opinions, and the hiftory of a man 
who was all heart and all virtue." 

Thefe letters, like his dramas, are written 
without preface or text : he plunges at 
once dire&ly into the. bufmefs, whatever 

it 
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It is ; and in the firft line makes known the 
fubje6t. He is as ftiort and laconic as the 
matter will allow, without omitting a firtgle 
circumftance neceflary to be known; and 
with the moft natural fimplicity, beautifies 
whatever he defcribes or explains. He rifes 
above the common ftyle, without affe&ation 
or Angularity, and has invented a new fpecies 
of writing, free from extravagance, that ren- 
ders the moft trifling circumftance intereft- 
ing which he has occafion to mention. He 
has political, theatrical, critical, philofophi- 
eal, and encomiaftic letters, and all are 
pleafant and feducing. His genius, fays 
Signor Arteaga (A), " may be compared to 
the goddefs Chloris of the Greeks, who in 
flying through the air, fcattered rofes where- 
fcver fhe went.'* The fame grace, facility, 
and elegance of ftyle, appear in his profe, 
which have rendered his poetry fo juftly cele- 
brated. Indeed, till I faw thefe letters, I 
tifed to think, that there was no Italian 
profe fo eafy to comprehend and conftrue, by 
young ftudents in the language, as the 
dramas of Metaftafio. But I am now con- 

(b) Revolution! dtl Theatro MuJicaU Italians To# u # 

v 3 vinced, 
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vinced, that, in point of facility, the profe 
of our author is to his own poetry, what 
tha profe of others is to their verfe. 

What renders thefe letters infinitely more 
natural and fetisfa&ory, is, that, like the 
familiar es of Cicero, they were not written 
with the leaft view to publication ; as the 
readet rauft have obferved by the lively com- 
plaints he makes to his correfpondents, who,, 
for the gratification of their own vanity, had 
betrayed his confidence. Indeed, whkt Me- 
taftafio fays of the unlicenfed publication o£ 
his private letters by bookfellers and others, 
might be faid by the ghoft of Dr. Johnfon,. 
and would come perhaps with equal pro- 
priety from the living and the dead. In a 
letter to Signor Diodati, July 14, 1769, he 
alks, " What right can men have to the 
pofTefiions of others, without their confent ? 
Is all idea of meum and tuum annihilated ? 
. Thefe invaders mull know, that every man 
fays things inconverfationapdcorrefpondence 
with friends, that he would not fay to the 
whole world ; and that fuch remarks on per- 
fons and things as are inoffenfive in private, 
become injuries when publifhed." And it is 
moft certain, that there is po man, however 
candid and: prudent, whofe private opinions 

and 
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&nd donverfations would not give pain to, 
and draw on him the refentment of perfons 
whom he would be forry to offend. 

Metaftafio was an enemy to that pom- 
pous, verbofe, and obfcure ftyle which pre* 
vailed in his country a few years ago ; and 
Was perfuaded, that the firft duty of a writer, 
whether in profe or verfe, was to be under- 

ftood* 

" The ftyle of Metaftafio (fays an Italian 

critic) never fails to pleafe thofe who give 

way to their own fee^ngs, more than per* 

fons of profound meditation ; and I would 

rather be accufed of partiality to hirti, whom 

I venerate and love, than ranked with cold 

philofophers and deep thinkers, whom I 

may refpeft, but cannot love." 

All Metaftafio's biographers feem to agree 

in bis being of obfcure birth ; and almoft all 

allow of his father having been a common 

foldier, but with fome education ; as when he 

quitted the army, before he opened a kind 

of huckster's (hop, he became a copyift or 

writer, probably for the lawyers. Our poet's 

origin was fo long a myftery, that many 

wild ftories of his firft profeffion, have been 

circulated; fome have bound him appren- 

u 4 . tice 
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tice to a Goldfmith y others to a Stone- 
cutter. But whatever was his genealogy, it 
cannot have been fo high as to be de- 
graded, or fo low as not to have been fuf- 
ficiently exalted by fuch worth and talents* 
to rank with illuftrious anceftry. A worthy 
nobleman of our country, as refpe&able 
for literary abilities as titled dignity, has 
faid, " I had rather be the firft peer of my 
race, than the hundredth (/)." High birth 
moft afTuredly does not imply or preclude 
genius. The foul may be elevated by edu- 
cation and example ; but even thefe cannot 
fertilize a barren foil. The gifts of nature 
are common to every clafs of human beings. 
How many great talents have been brought 
to light by mere accident ! How many 
have burft out, in fpite of parental dis- 
couragement and oppofition! The great 
mufician, Handel, was intended for the law; 
and our ingenious countryman, Dr. Arne, 
ferved a clerkfhip to an attorney. We 
know not very well for what employment 
Shakefpeare was educated ; probably not for 

(i) Defcription of the collection of pi&ures at Houghton^ 
Hally Norfolk, in 1743. 

poetry, 
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poetry* or a learned profeflion, PafcaFs 
genius difcovered itfelf very early. With- 
out genius, all the edycation and example of 
a great father, fuch as Cicero, could not 
make a great fon. The melancholy and 
beautiful refle&ion of Gray, 

" Full many a rofe is born to blufh unfeeii, 
And wafte its fweetnefs in the defart air,'* 

is true, with refpedt to natural intelle6ls, in 
poverty and pbfeurity, being thrown away 
upon the world ; yet, perhaps, " whatever 
is, is right/' at laft : there muft be " hewers 
of wood and drawers of water."— — A nation 
of philofophers, poets, painters, or muficians, 
without agriculture, ufeful handicraftsmen, , 
and labourers, would be ftarved to death, 
or extirpated by wild -beafts. There is, 
perhaps at prefent, a fufficient proportion 
in every ftate of Europe, of fcientific and 
learned men, as well as of elegant artifts ; 
and equality of any one kind in a ftate of 
fociety, though all were to be Lockes, New- 
tons, Bacons, or Boyles, feems not only 
phyfically and morally impra&icable, but the 
very attempt appears pregnant with mif- 
chief, mifery, and ruin to all. 

Metaftafio, 
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Metaftafio, notwithftanding the indigenes 
of his parents, fortunately received an ex* 
cellent education from hi$ adopted father, 
Gravina ; which cherilhed and expanded the 
natural qualities of his good heart, and found 
intelle&s (k). He was learned without pe- 
dantry, pious without cant or fe£i ; breath* 
ing the true fpirit of Christianity, without 
fanaticifm or bigotry ; and pra6iifing its be- 
nign precepts of morality, fo favourable to 
the tranquillity and happinefs of mankind, " 

The emperor, Charles VI, found inMetaf* 
tafio, a man who encouraged and confirmed 
his love of virtue, decorum, and propriety ; 
and Metaftafio found in his patron, a prince 
fufceptible of receiving favourably his recom- 
mendations of the mora!! and fecial, as well 
as heroic virtues. Indeed the poet and patron 
feem to have been made for each other, 

Metaftafio delighted in virtue fo much, 
that when he deliniates eftimable chara£ters, 
he refines upon the good qualities which hif- 
tory or tradition has afligned them ; and 

(k) The Abate Criftini, fays, ",Gravina, not only 
had him inftru&ed in the civil law, but in the true fpirit 
of religion, the government of the paflions, difinterefted- 
nefs, love of honeft-fame, humility, modefty, probity, and 
the pra&ice of every fublime virtue." 

4 b 7 
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by his exquifite and tranfparent colours^ 
gives to fyis pi6tures the utmoft degree of per- 
fe&ion. Indeed his virtuous chara&ers are 
more divine than human ; but they are ren- 
dered fo amiable and worthy of imitation, 
that they excite a wifh in 'the reader or 
hearer to copy, or at leaft encourage and 
venerate fuch excellence. A true' poet, fays 
Horace (/), unites the fweetnefs of verfe 
with the utility of his precepts : - and no 
author has penetrated fo far into the refine- 
ments of the art, as Metaftafio. His heart 
was a copious and durable fountain of deep 
morality; the pure ft harmony flows from 
the fame fource ; and thefe running together, 
partake of the quality of each other, emanat- 
ing by turns both vigour and fweetnefs. 
Virtue cannot appear in a more pleafing and 
alluring garb to humanity. His heroes, it 
has been faid, ftart at the fight of death, 
becaufe they are human ; but they advance, 
becaufe they are virtuous. 

Few writers have been fortunate enough to 
enjoy the favour of the public fo completely 
during their lives, as Metaftafio.. But this- 
felicity is not to be more afcribed, perhaps, 
to the excellence of his writings, than to 

$1) Omne tulit punfturri) qui mifcuii utile dulct 9 

his 
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his modefty, candour, and determination! 
neither to give nor take offence by cenfuring 
the produ&ions of others, or refenting the 
cenfures of his own. He feems to have feen 
with due horror, the effe&s of literary war 
on the combatants (m). 

His whole life appears to have been of that' 
even tenour, which nothing but great acci- 
dents or public calamities could difturb. 
His veneration and gratitude for his patron- 
efs, the Emprefs Queen, feem, during the 
laft years of his life, to have been the 
ftrongeft paffionsto which he gaveadmiffion 
in his breaft. When unfortunate in war, or 
on account of the ficknefs or death of any of 
her family, he was as much agitated, as 
any of her moft faithful and beft fubje&s* 
But when her own life was endangered by 
difeafe, his equanimity and philofophy to- 
tally left him. Then yielding to the natural 
fenfibility and tendernefs of a heart, neither 
chilled by apathy, nor petrified by ftoicifm, 
he became a common man; not too ftub- 
born for affliftion, or too proud and obdu- 
rate for the impreflions of calamity. The 
ficknefs of his brother, and death of thef 

(mj See his letter of March, 1779, to the Abate Galfo. 

Countefs 
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Countcfs d'Althan, are likewife illuftratlons 
of this occafional fenfibility. And if the 
well-known precept of his favourite poet is 
right, a man pofleffed of fucfr irrefiftible pa- 
thetic powers over others, muft have felt 
fenfibly and painfully himfelf (n). 

That celebrity which he enjoyed fb indik 
putably during life, was not diminished by 
his deceafe ; his works are ftill in every 
hand: the philofopher, the courtier, the 
bigot, the man of the world, auftere and 
gallant females, all equally read them, and 
all find them equally beautiful. His moral 
maxims are daily cited, and his produ&ions 
are become the code of lovers. The fetting 
and finging his verfes, have rendered Pergo- 
lefi, Venci, Jomelli, Sacchini, and Farir 
nelli, CafFarelli, Pacchierotti, and Marchefi, 
as celebrated in all parts of Europe, as Cor- 
neille, Racine and Voltaire. Had his dramas 
been regular tragedies, written for decla- 
mation, without mufic, perhaps we fliould 
never have heard of them in England; but 
mufic being an univerfal language through- 
out Europe, they are certainly obliged to 

(n) Si vis mefiere-i doUndum eft 

Primum ipfe tibL 

the 
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the corapofer and finger for a great part of 
their fame, at leaft out of Italy, notwith- 
{tending the complaints of Metaftafio him- 
felf, and the admirers of tragedy who are 
inimical tomufic, that they have been injured 
bycompofers and performers. Particular ope- 
ras, and perhaps, at fome time or other, all 
his dramas may havq fallen into the hands 
of compofers without genius, and fingers 
without talents ; but upon the whole, excels 
lently written as are Metaftafio's dramas, 
and exquifite as is the Italian language, it 
jnuft be owned, that mufic has been the 
vehicle in which the operas of Metaftafio 
have travelled into foreign countries, Cato, 
Regulus, # Themiftocles, Artaxerxes, Olim- 
piade, and Demofoonte, are allowed to 
breathe a true tragic fpirit, even through 
the effeminate languor of lengthened tones, 
and long divifions ; but it is in the perufal, 
perhaps, not the vocal performance, that 
the force and beauty of Metaftafio's dramatic 
fcenes, have been difcovered out of Italy, 
When an air has been encored, it has not 
been for the beauty of the poetry, but the 
composition or performance of that air. It 
mult be allowed, however, without the 
leaft deduction, that Metaftafio's genius, good 

tafte, 
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tafte, and found judgment, firft achieved th$ 
difficult taik of rendering fo wild and incon-» 
gruous a compound of feemingly heteroge* 
neous ingredients and abfurdities, a rational 
entertainment. 

Whether the fubje6ts he chofe for his dra^. 
mas or fugitive pieces were facred or fecu« 
lar, hyftorical or mythological, they are 
treated with equal purity and delicacy. Dr. . 
Johnfon's high chara&er of Richardfon, as 
a moral writer in profe, is not more his 
due, than Metaftafio's among moral poets/ 
Though love could not be excluded from his 
fecular dramas, it is of that refined and deli- 
cate fort which will mend and purify, not 
corrupt and deprave the heart. Decorum, 
probity, innocence, and good-faith, were 
equally inviolate in his aftionsand writings. 
And his conftant wi(h feems to have been 
through life, to infpire in mankind, a. love 
of virtue, and deteftation of vice. 

Even the church has defended his morality. 
The ci-devant Jefuit, father Cordaro, in 
his Eloge of our poet, fays, " I well know, 
that Metaftafio has been accufed by fome of 
having brought the paflion of love too , for- 
ward in his dramas, at the riik of fedu<*ing 

and 
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and enervating the heart and virtue ef*the 
hearers. How fhall we defend him r from 
this charge ? Kte would certainly Haye 
done .better if he could have confined himfelf 
to the love of glory, and of oyr country, in 
difplaying the virtues of valour, fidelity, and 
canftancy, without medling with the follies 
of lovers. But there are certain noble affec- 
tions, concerning which, the vulgar have but 
little knowledge, and lefs tafte. On tha 
contrary, every one miderftands love ; and 
without that feafoning, every reprefentation, 
at prefent, feems infipid. It is the predomi- 
nate paffion of the times.' He was perhaps 
neceffitated to comply with it; but with 
what precaution and referve ! Has an un- 
ehafte word ever efcaped him ? .Or an idea 
that is not ftriftly within the limits of the 
moft perfeft delicacy ? This may be faid of 
his fecular dramas taken from profane ftory; 
but his facred dramas are not only exempt 
from blame with refpeft to the paflion of 
love, but fufficiently pure in morals" and doc-* 
trine, to ferve as corre&ives to whatever 
the moft morofe critics may objed tot l^s. pro- 
ductions for the^ftage." 

The four critic, Boikau, $r(pute$ not tfie 
theatrical dominion of loye;_ 
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~--VJmurferUlt en tendres fiutithtnt 

S'empar* du theatr e - 

De cetfe paffion Ufenfihle pelnture 

lift pour atter au cceur la route la plus fire. 

Art; Poet. Chantl IIL v; $$ 

Lord oF the manori lohre has feiz'd the ftagej 
Inhere to display his joyi his grief and rage ; 
Though other paffions may attentiori find, 
/Tis that alone, Which int'refts all mankind. 

If the world could go on without love* 
the playful chara&ef which otlr poet me&&$. 
the urchin give of himfelf, would fright 
timid *nd fdber folks from having any thing 
to fay to him. 

' '. ' ' D \ogni coftume\ 
Bella drba\ to fin capace : 
Son nude/to, efono audaci, 
So parlare, efo iacef. 
Serb* fede\ ufi finganno : 
Son pietofc efin ttraufioi 
£ m'adatto al mio tdento 
Al tormenioy ed at placer (o). 

Fve ev'ry virtue, ev'ry vicei 
Now hot as fire* now cold as ice ; 
Am fometimes modeft, fometimes bojd > 
Loquacious how, now filence hold. 

Both truth and falfehood have their tlirnj 
I'm tender fwain^ or tyrant ften* ; 
And can, as beft my meafures fuit* 
Give rapture fWeet, or pain acute. 

(i) La pace fret h virHk * h Belle**** 

Vql. in. * Metaftafio'i 
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Mctaftafio's meafures, in the fongs widff 
. which he terminates the fcenes of his dra- 
mas, arc (6 fweet and varied, that they have 
often fuggefted to mufical compoicrs, by the j 

mere perufal, melodies of every kind* 

It has been doubted by fome eminent fcho- 
lars of our country (unacquainted,- perhaps, 
with his adoption and education by Gravina) 
whether Metaftafio was able to read the 
Qteek tragic poets in the original. This 
fcepticifm concerning the extent of the 
Poet's learning, feems to have arifen from 
the little ufe that he has been found to make 
of the ancient fathers of the Drama in his 
own works, either by direftly copying them, 
Or by imitations ; but this he might eafily 
have, done, by the help of Pcre Brumoy, and 
others, from tranflation. Whoever has read 
with attention his Abjtratt o/AriJiotle's Art of 
Poetry, and remarks on the do&rines it con- 
tains, wifl not only find it impoffible to 
doubt of his acquaintance with the Greek 
language and theatre, but clearly fee his 
reafons ..for not implicitly adopting their 
pra&ice, or fervilely copying their fenti- * 
ments. That he has highly tafted and re* 
verenced.the great Grecian model? in every 
Species of literature, and frequently tinc- 
tured 
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tttred his writings with infufions (torn theft 
ineftirriable jprodu&ioris, has been locally in* 
dicated by ibme of his learned couhtiymen, 
Who have been moft fevere Upon the few 
imperfe6Horts which they could difeover id 
his works. 

It has been laid by Arteaga (py, that no one 
has fo happily adapted the Greek fixings to 
the Italian lyre, as Rf etaftafio ; he having 
feized the very foul of the Greek poets more 
fuCcefsfully than any of his predeceffors iii, 
Italy, not even excepting Cbiabrera, who 
was certainly a great man, but who, in imi* 
tating the ancients, wanted the true philo* 
fophical fpirit (y)» 

It ift not fufficient (continues Arteaga) for 
an author to call an irregular ode Pindaric, be* 
caufe it is divided into Strophe, Antifiropbe^zxA 
Epode$ if devoid of the true Pindaric genius* 
the Greek tofiume and chara&er, and if con* 
ftru&ed in meafures wholly untuneable* for* 
getting that mufic and poetry wer^ ih&pa* 
rable in ancient Greece* It is the feme 

(p) Viifipt*> VoL tl. p. 84; 

(y) Ctiiabrelra, born at Savona in i&p, it (aid hy Apofr 
to$9 Zc»o to approach Pindar in dignity, and Anacreon ia 
iweetnefs. Nell* dignita fi awjta a Pindar^ mila doU 
Htsxa ad Anacreonte. BibL dejl* Eloquenza ttal. di Fon* 

*^ x a with 
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tfrith mod tf dtaftrwfro fa&cy tfyey refe^kfe 
Afiadfeon, when their ideas feem to ipring 
$P0tn his gay fyftetn. JJut how different 
from; the prodo&ions of thefe pretender? i? 
&e golden hymn of Metaftafio in the Olytn- 
piade : In which, whoever is poffeflfed of $ 
foul for poetry, and free from pedantry, will 
recognize the true Grecian fpirit. 
„ Del forte Licida, &c. 

j.The, genius of the famed celebrat;or of 
jBathyllus appears with equal felicity in the 
tymn which Achilles fings. in the opera of' 
ihatname: ., 

Se uri Alma annodi % &c* 
In which our Poet's mpfe . refembles the 
dove of Venus* quenching his thirft from 
*lie cup^of Anacreon. 

Some of his dra,mas, however, were cer* 
^inly wrkten tinder reftraints anddi&dvan*- 
; jfeiges-at the court of Vienna. He w^s uoti 
ttoly obliged to ride poft to Parnafliis, occa*> 
fionally r upon very fhort notice, but circum- 
fcribed to very narrow limits in other re~ 
j(|fe(9$* particularly in writing for, the per- 

jSbffaa*nte. of the /Arch-dutahcflfes* . Aj ftcb 

- ■ ■• • • i' . .1 

jtimesh^ was obliged to relinquifh the cft^b- 
l^fhe4 ptfes and . prejudices of t he. theatre j 
ev?n the ^ xw^be^, .of .pejrftnage^wa^ .pre- 

■ -q fcribedy 
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•(cribed, as well as their*' habits, figure, agii 
and manners. A tftockpfcce, fit for general 
ufe, is a jack- boot, thai will fit any leg; 
Metaftaftv however, was obliged to cutout 
to one meafure, and finift to a particular 
Jaft. But of thefe difficulties, we" have hi* 
own account in various letters. 

The ten firft years of his residence at Vi* 
cnna, will determine the point of elevatioa 
which his glory attained. He regarded Aitilio 
Regolo as his beft Opera, Betulia Liberata as 
jbis beft Oratorio, and Artaserse as the 
moft fortunate of his dramas : forhowi 
ever fet or ilAig, it was always fuccefsful. 

It was an intelligent obfervation of tK^ 
late accomplifhed rnufician AbeU that the 
genius of Emanuel Bach would have been 
more expanded and of more general ufe, if> 
inftead of being confined to the Hans towi^ 
of Hambro' without a rival, he had refide4 
in a great capital, fuch as Paris, Naples, or 
London, where he would have been ftifnuv 
lated to diligence and exertion by competl* 
tors, and obliged to ftudy and refpeft the 
public tafte. But Metaftafio, confined to 
the Imperial theatre at Vienna, without zx\ 
opponent, or fear of either public* caprice of 
fiqvate caSaf,' though the pqfOflpers were 

?3 m 
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pot always of the firft clafs, or his auditor* 
iiich formidable critics as thofe he would have 
Jiad to encounter in Italy* was fo fare of fuc- 
qefs in the ftyle which he had formed early 
in life, 'that he had no occafion to try expert 
ments in order to excite curiofity, or awaken 
attention in an axjdience le{s able to judge of 
the poetry than the mufic, and not allowed 
to be fcvere ? if difpleafed with their enter- 
tainment. 

His monotonous refidence at Vienna, feem- 
ed perfe£Hy to fuit with his natural love of 
order and tranquillity. Though late in life, 
wheft hp fe^ " the cold gradatioqstjf decay ,'* 
he was fbmetimes a little hurried and op- 
preffed by tfce number of Imperial Com- 
mands to ^yrite, yet he \yas not among the 
celebrated authors qui plowyere fuis non, 
refpbnder& favorem Sperqtum mentis. Many 
ihftancejs have already been given of the 
favour and fenfe of t^is worth, manifefted by; 
Jri§ patrons ;^ but ipore ftill remain, which 
equally deferVe to be recorded. 

Wiieiv he had finifhed his opera intitled 
XlRtPtfore,^ rEroeCinef^ the Emprefs. 
Oueen feat hifr* a gold candle#ipk, with, a 
green .fliade to prof eft bis eyes frorn too great 
^*'giaijre of ligfcft, : \^hi£h fcbhdefqet^cKhW ca*e 
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«f \m fight, the poet regarded as infi$it$ly 
more valuable than the gift itfelfc. o /. 

His drama oiAtktnais procured him frewft 
his Imperial patronefe the following noite^ 
which will always be an honourable mpnu? 
ment to literature. 

44 In this opera, aqd in the extreme 
alacrity with which it was written, I find 
the great Metaftafio full of ^11 the fire and 
force of his extraordinary genius. And it 
pleales me the more, asr it affures me of th$ 
goo4 ftate of the health of a man who has 
lpjequal, and of whom I have always re* 
garded the pofleffiojn as one of the happieft 
circumftances of my life. This opera has 
enabled me to pafs an hour in the mofl; jdc~ t 
lightful manner* and I 9m extremely grate* 
fulforit." V ,; 

Upon another occaflon (the rapid prodi^c-rv 
tion of a Comptimento, or a fhort Ode fori 
Muiic, to be performed by Arch-dutchefies 
QXt a birth-day) the Emprefs Queen wrote 
him the following flattering note, in French** 
-* k La v promptitude de lafurprize ttfeft £au~ . 
(ant phs agreable^ que je vois man anckm 
Maitre (r) parfaitement conferyi* qui fait 14 

(r) The Emprefs Queen had received, from Metaftafio 
tar laft inftru&ions m the Italian language, 

X4. g/otr$ 
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& qui il x teft °»y*uL &• Marie TiUajd&EjTr 

l0 Afrifii biographers meirtion-th^ o&et '0f 
the dignity of Cot^Nt, BAteoN;Und Cmn^ 
fefl6r u of tfo' Court; from the Empfcircrt 
Charles VI, after he had • written 4 ^Mfc m 
ntfrQ; and fimilar honours by the Emprefs 
Qoeen^of \yhich he declined the accept- 
ance. ..-#•,- 

* r ' : H&' : {certis 9 fyftematitally, to have de- 
dfiiied all honorary diftin&ions which might 
HkCite fenH, defra&idh, and obloquy, in his 
' p&ert, ' d\\& f&\ his byvt\ mind w;th humi*- 
lratfri^Hrhbiights, and mortifying reflexions. 
Whefr iihe'cbrpnation of the Improvifatrice r 
&&tcii£ki Was; in meditation at<Rome, the" 
E^rtft'Que^ jxiftly fuppofmg that the 
IfonBii'fpfthfe laurel crdwn, which Petrarca 
fiM r *n8f r <fefdairied to accept, cbuld only be- 
fe^g^^taft^fib, fent Baron Hagen to de- 
fl?£/the ^fct* to' "accept of it; but he, with 
J^iikl^MiiSgfi'^ihd humility, declined the 

/• rt feetbrjfc t; W# proceed ttf fpeak Of hfe nume- 
rou§ pro l dufctioii^ it may be neceffary to ob- 
fe^ve, n th 5 ^ the Freiteh, ever afpiring at 
tfAiyerfal dnfplre, not only in territorial do-: 
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every l^ecies of ingenuity, deny Metaftafib 
all claim tio invention $ and clafs him only 
frmorig imitators of the tragic poets of 
France. He certainly did not invejit the 
ftories and names of his heroes and he* 
roines, which are generally the moft grand 
afid illuftrious of ancient hiftory, and fiich 
as had not only been previouQy treated by 
writers of other countries, but of his own \ 
but has he ftolen or imitajted the thought! 
and condudl of his prqdeceflbrs ? Has he f 
like Quinauk, confined himfelf to ancient 
mythology for his fuhjeds, or always to the: 
fame heroes, or chofen the fame virtues aji<$ 
vices to difplay, as Corneille and Racine J 
Even the pames of many of his pieces aito 
not to be found in the works of thefe trage- 
dkfhs. Why then deny him the merit of 
invention, ii* treating fubjefts that have 
never beer* brought on the French ftage j in 
delineating fuch chara£terfr, painting fiich 
fituations> and colouring paffions with fuch 
new, fublime, and touching fentiments, ,as 
^re not to he found in the dramas of any 
other writer, ancient or modern ? Then let 
it be remembered, ia writing for modern 
piufic, how circumfcribed and limited he 
jnuft Ji^v? ^ee|j in #ie length, mesifara, and 
!'-V dtftion 
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<K£fton of his dramas ; in drawing to a kind 

of epigrammatic focus the bufincfs arid fen-* 

timents. of a whole fccne, in the Am by 

which it is terminated, and to which it is a 

kirid of epilogue. Who is able to read the 

melodramas of his predeceffbrs, in Italy, or 

elifeivhere ? But, though fo truly lyric, and 

happily Amplified and polifhed for mufical 

cxpreffion, there are few tragedies written 

for declamation in any other language which 

pfcafe and intereft more in the perufai, 

without mufic, than the Operas of Meta- 

ftfrfio. And yet he is denied the merit of 

originality f Hia fimplicity, elegance, grace, 

propriety, and even morality, are original 

on the Jiage. 

Thus far we have only confidered Meta- 
ftafio as a dramatic writer ; but he woflld 
have merited a very diftinguifhed place 
artiong the lyric and mifcellaneous poets of 
his coyntry, if he haAonly produced his Can*- 
tat as, C&tetnetS) and fugitive pieces, fuch a& 
La Libtrthy Lq^ Partenza, I^a, Ptymavera* 
\yhich, perliaps, have* never been equalled 
in his own' or any other modern language. 

As the fedentary, and ufually, uniform, 
life of a man of letters, feldom affords 
k gr^tt variety of incident than that of ^ 
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Monk, the chronology, plan, and rccep^ 
tion of their moft intereftiug produ&ions, 
are, perhaps, the moft ufeful materials which 
their biographers can boaft. We have thefe 
refources ftill in ftore ; and thefe Memoirs, 
which, with little deduction, may be faid t 
fponQL the great portion pf each volume whicl* 
is occupied by the poet's own letters, to be 
written by Himfelf, (hall be terminated with 
an ample lift of his writings, claiTed under 
different heads, beginning, with his Operas* 
the great pillars of his fame. 

Metaftafio, in one of his letters to a friend, 
who tried to perluade him to continue to 
write, tells his correfjxmdent, that, '* After 
having treated almoft all the modifications 
of the human heart, the in teqfe application 
neceffary for the invention and texture of a 
dramatic compofition, became to him an 
exceeding hard labour (j)." Ja the follow?, 
ing catalogue of his dramatic works, will be 
indicated the moral objeB which the poet had 
chiefly in view, while he was writing each : 
piece i in which he has not only adroinift?r- 
ed cathartics to the irregular paffions, ac- 
cording to Ariftotle, but anodynes to virtue; 

[$) Scje Vol. II. L^r VJJ, to Savcrio Mattei, p, 393. 

A CHRO- 
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CHRONOLOGICAL LIST 

« • - 

.OF 

METASTASIO'S SECULAR DRAMAS, OH 
OPERAS, 

SPECIFYING THE TIME, AN& P&ACE* WHERE THEY 
; 4 Wifci ttftST PfcftFOkMfcfc, BY WHOM SET TO MUSIC, 
"{ ♦ ^!it> yUE HO* At 6BJECT OF B ACHV : - 



•j-^DiDONE Abbakdokata, was written and 

,y ,? ;ftrft reprefented art Naples, 1734, Set to 

•'* ^nrafic'by Sarro. The dire dFe£teof ; the in-* 

confiderate paflion of love, and the confe- 

x( ' 1 Jqxiehf ra;ge vf dijafpointment and defpair y are 

'^^S^'e: :/ Firft performed at Venice, 1726/ 

m " ' S£t l by- L&tindrdo Vinci: A parent's blink par* 

L - , ; : itdlily d for one tin worthy Ton, and ilfttreat- 

\'-i'- % tfteM : off Stnothtr, whofe filial duty arid qf~ 

-: fe$k* are proof againft djfgf ace afld fuffeis 

/ '* Jng, art the vice arid virtue dhtefly' dafplayecj 

* ih thjs opera, ■, , A 

" iit> Catonk in Utxca. Rome, 17^8. Se\ 

r: .; hf' PmiL kHhi* piebej no oife nec^bfe told 

v*\-. : .*ha* ks h^r© ? ^ love for hi§ pot^try',: ind tho> 

freedom 
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freedoth of its inhabitants, are painted under 
the well-known virtue of Cato, called Pa- 
triotifm. , 

iv. Ezio, pr jEtiusI Set by fofpQra fpf Rome, 
172^. Valour and Fidelity to : ttie lierp^s fo- 
verelgn,. in fphe pf Ill-treatment, are the 
principal virtues of the Protagonifte? in this 
drama. , f 

v. Semiramioe riconosciuta, 1719. Set 
by Porpora, for RjDme. In this drama Vice is 
dete£led t but not punifljed j and ixo extcaor- 
dlnary efforts of virtue have been exerted by 
the fyccefsful charaSters. However, it is al- 
lowed by thefey<!reft critics, that the beauties 
of the poetry are fufficient tp convpenfetd 
for the defe&s of the. fable; aijd tha^ ; any 
one, except Metaftafip, wlio has eyer \vpttea 
for the lyric ftage, would be glad to, have 

been its author. 

• • i • - . j.- ■ ■ . 

TI. AlESSAjNDRO NELj/ lKD t IE f ,173^ Set b/ 

Vinci for (he Roman theatre* Th$ jpfgnani* 
mous Generqfity and Chmencyrqi file^pjyfer the' 
Gre.at, are £he mpft prominent virtues m 
this drama; which, though it hps ever been 
fr favourite of the publixp, is not allayed by 
v Italian critics to rank with ijhe a^bprJs pro- 
du&ipps of the higl^ft daf^. r Tl>e words of 
the fongs, however, are in j&ph favour with 
Itajian compQfers n J^at; jtfyey hav? ; them by 
; . heart,, >a$d freqije^ly^c^fe q^ ^of them, 
fccwfjoa^lly) Jwvb &&&*& Wr to difplay 
,• ' ' ' ' 'the 
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Ac abilities of a concert finger, without arty 
dramatic connexion. 

tn. Artaserse. Set for Rome by Vinci, and 
tot Venice by Hajfe, 1730. The principal 
virtues iftculcirtedMri this celebrated drama, 
are the filial duty and affcttion of Arbaces. 

tin. Adriano in Siria. The tritimpb of the 
Emperor Adrian, over the paffion of love, is tha 
todtal leflbh of this drama, the firft which 
the author produced irt Vienna, for his Im- 
perial patton, the Emperdr Charles VI. 
1 73 1. It was fet by Caldara, of Venice. 

**. Issipile. Vienna, 1732. Set by Conti. The 

virtue that is chiefly difplayed in this afteft- 

: ing drama, is filial affe&ibn : the heroine 

rilking her own life, and that of her lover, 

to preferve her father. 

jt. Demetrio. Firft performed at the Impe» 
rial theatre in Vienna, 1732, to the mufic of 
Caldara. The moral inculcated is the Jacrificc 
of love to duty. 

xi. Olimpiab*. Set by Caldara for the Impe- 
rial court, 1733. The lubjeft of the fabld 
tiitns upon a rftoft hfcroic facrifice to friehdfoip 
and gratitude. The fongs, in general, of this 
admirable drami, are among the moft poeti- 
cal and happy of Metaffafio's lyric comp<*< 
fitions. - " " * 

xit. Demofoonte. Firft performed at Vienna, 
1733, to the mufic of Caldara, In this moft 
ihtcfreftirig and affe&ing drama, which, fot 

A\vt 



the fublimity of the thoughts, the energy ahd 
force of expreflion, and the grace and ele- 
gance of the .language, may be regarded as 
the moft perfect of Metaftafio's produ&ionsf, 
marital affeflion is proof agaihft the moft hu- 
miliating difgrace add terrific danger. 

xii. La Clemenza di Tito. Clemency^ the 
fubjeft of this drama, was rooted in the 
heart of Metaftafio; and the luxuriance 
with which it fprung up and flouriflied, was 
never" more manifeft, than in the benignity 
with which he has embellifhed the charafter . 
of Titus, and eftablifhed his right to the 
title of delict* humani generis \ This admira- 
ble kffon for his Imperial patron, was firft 
performed at the court theatre in Vienna, 
1734, to the mufic of Calddra. 

*iv. Achille in Sciao. Written at Vienna in 
1736, for the marriage of the Arch-dutehefs 
Maria Therefa with the Duke of Lorrain, 
and fet by Caldara. The conqueft of glory over 
love is the principal moral bafis of the piece. 
The chara£ter of the young Achilles in this 
drama is the Hercules infans ftrangling the 
ferpents in the cradle. It has been faid by 
an Italian critic! (/), that if Metaftafio had 
Ivritten no other drama than this, it >rould 
have placed him in the high rank which he 
fo defervedly attained. 

.(/) The Abate Colonics. 

XV. ClRO 



tf * Ci*o two* oscrtrtd. Vienna, tf$t. Set 
* bjr idtfmfo Caldtra. fa thfc &riina, a fad 
: mBi'tyfrepd mother i* the mod iritereft- 
. ing agent in almoft every' fcene: where 
the is by tufns anxious, terrified, fcnraged,; 
and ei}*aptiired/ The fubj&ft of *this pifece ^ 

u rrtanifeftly the fame as the Merope or 
Xtatfiej* Voltaire, Aaron Hill, tod the tragic 
writers of all ages and countries from the 
tiitie of Euripides.' 
avi* THMmrodLM. Written for the court of 
v Vienna, 1736, fet by Csldarv. This opera 
abounds with niore noble lentimegts, mbral 
maxims, and patriotic effijfitfn& than any 
One of Metaftafio's works. There is not* 
$ttii]$J)$, in the annals of mankind, a more re- 
fpe&able an4' mterefting chamber than that 
Of TttiSriSTOCiits. An4 this drama, of whicfc 
fefc is the Protagoniftes, has been lately pro* 
v MxqtK^d hi Italy (w) Worthy of the beft agef 
' of AtHens, the happy, but Ungrateful mo- 
, t&e&tf this hero. 
M#ii.^j£*i$oiiJL, Vienna, 1740; Set by Pre- 
dMpl, This is ranked among Metaft»fio'$ 
Jbeft ^SflMftaticprodufltions* In ZeuobiaV 
. thatitftar* to* the virtue of fiiil obedience, ii 
. #tfd$d -an extraordinary portion of cvnju- 

(*) 4ffi*m*i*m M vdrij UHerati fiprd i drmmni tUffatdf 
Tome II. p. 19$. InNizza, 1/85^ 



jtfll fidelity + 1$ J.m huiband whom Jacr >fa* r 
tber's i^iatiourarul entreaties obliged her 
to many, tjiough long, paffionafety attached 
taja fond and worthy lover of her own 
and, Jber. parent's choice, 
xvih.,Att.«xo RficuLo.' Written, 1740, for 
Vienna* --but; -not performed till 1750 ; when 
it was firft fetby Haje 9 for the court of 
. Drefden. k was an enterprize of great 
difficulty to fupport the character of pa- 
ttiotiftn in three different dramas, without ? 
monotony of . fentiments, or deficiency of 
intereft in the plot or perfonages. But the 
poet has fo contrived to difference thefe 

. patriots, as to avoid copying himfelf. The 
charafter of Cato is fevere and inflexible ; 
of fbemiftocles, grand, tender, and refolute ; 
and of Regulusy magnanimous, rigid; juft 
and almoft divine. * 

iix. Antigono. Written for the courtof 
Drefden, and fet by Haji, 1744. Th£ v faeial 
virtues of parental generofity, filial duty y affe8iw, 
and obedience 9 friendflnp y and fidelity, ire all* 

. in a,£tion, and put to the teft in this drama. 

xx. Ipermestra. Vienna, 1744. SctbyHqffe. 
Conjugal -qffeStiw is here manifefted; at the 
imminent ri(k of life, by_the heroinfe of the 
drama. 

XXi. It re Pastore. Vienna, 1751. Written 
for ladies- of the' Imperial Couif, by whoift ' 
vol. in. Y it 
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. it was firft performed to the compositions of 
Signor Bonno* Humility, moderation, and con- 
tentment, are beautifully illuftrated, and ren- 
dered defirable, in the fentiments of the 
Shepherd King. When it is remembered 
that this dram^t was written exprefsly for 
great perfonages to perform in the pre- 
sence of their Imperial Majefties, inverted 
with abfolute power, the bold and vigorous 
fentiments on the duty of fovereigns, which 
the Poet ventured to put intp the mouth of 
one of the chara&ers, do equal honour to his 
Imperial patrons, who could liften to them 
with pleafure, and to the Laureat who had 
the courage to preach fuch doftrine in a 
court. 

sxn. L'Eroe CiNfSE. Reprefented for the 
firft time by perfons of diftin£tion in the 
Imperial garden at Schonbrunn, 1752* to 
the mufic of Bonno. The heroic loyalty and 
fidelity of the prinpipal pprfonage in the 
piece, aj*e fuch as muft appear unnatural 
$nd exceflivp to Europeans unacquainted 
with the Chinefe veneration for their princes 
and ^fathers of families, 

yxiii. Nitteti. Written for the Court of 
Madrid, 17^6* Set by Confortu The hero- 
ifm in this drama is wholly female, Th$ 
character of Beroe is the triumph of Virtue^ 
exhibiting an admirable example of gene- 
rality 
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rbfity -and fortitude in a -'female thikt ts at 
once young, beautiful, full of fenfibility,- and 
in Ibvel Though this is 5 not one 1 of Me- 
tafiafio's bfcft J com£ofitions, yet the dfelicacy 
of fentiment and expreffion of fome of the 
fongs,' frequently equal thofe of his moft 
celebrated produ&ions. t • 

#xiv. Ii* triokfo i>i Clelia. Vienna, 176$. 
•Sfct by Hajk: '• Patriotic entkufiafm is the pro* 
minent feattire in the opera of delta: a 
heroine neither fctfarfe nor mafculinev - There 
are 'hot, iridteet3; :i in this drama; thofe tender 
' and touching 'Ittoltes, thofe fehfimetital and 

~ .elegant airs, J 4hd happy fimiJesi which oc" 
cur in moff bf his' 6ther theatfibal pieces ; 
but, if we recolleft the Roman cofiume at the 
early periods of conqueft, we (hall find la 

- feroce virtu republicaine admirably painted. 

xxv. Romolo bdErsilia. Written at Vidinna, 

: J 1765, for the marriage of the Arch^-duke 

Leopold, and fet by Haje. This drama, 

x which has never been popular, is, however, 

not without infinite merit in its Simplicity 

v pi plot and delicacy of fentiment. The iiero 
determines to wave the exercife o* power, 
in hopps of obtaining by affeftion what b# 
poujd command as a conqueror; the heroine 
is ready to facrifice every inclination and 
£op0 pf felicity, rather than rebel againft 
"■ f » the 
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the wUl of her father, and the rigid laws of her 
country. 

XXVI. lh RUGGI£*0, OVVERO VErOICO QRA- 

titupine. Written at Vienna, for the nup- 
tials of the Arch-duke Ferdinand with the 
Princefs of Modeha; and firft performed at 
Milan, 1771, to mufic compofed by Hqffe. 
This was the laft production of the great 
Poet, and excellent Mufipmn $ who had 
both .; exceeded their 70th year. The heroic 
. gratifuce, of Ruggiero towards a rival to his 
. fame and. love, who :haid generoufly faved 
.his life and rqfcued Jam frqgi prifon, is the 
chara&eriflic virtue of this drama. Super- 
ficial young critics have pretended to dif- 
t - cover the coldnefs and fterility of old age in 
the words and mufiq of this opera;. but 
boweyer inferior to the more early produc- 
. tions of thefe illuftrious authors, more intel- 
r ligentand candid judges difcovered fcene 
and fpntiments in the poetry, and elegance 
wd. propriety in the mufic, of which, at 
. the time they were produced, none but 
MetaftaJGo and Haffe could have been the 
Wthprs, 
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THE prefent Work having been under* 
taken as a kind of fupplement to the Qtne* 
ral Hijiory of Mu/tc, it is hoped .that the 
mufical reader wiil not be offended if a few 
refle&ions are added here concerning *fech 
clafs of Metaftafio's poetical produ&ions for 
mufic. And firft, of the Opeha, or Secular 
Mufical Drama, in the ftate to which it was 
brought by our .Lyric Poet. 

The moft judicious critics of Italy, where 
the Melodrama is beft tmderftood, after ana? 
lyfing the dramas of this author, and wit> 
nefling the failure of his fucceffors, are of 
opinion, that u good tafte in theatrical. ret 
prefentations in mufic was born and -d}e4 
with Metaftafio." All the great Tragic 
Poets of Greece preceded the formation of 
the rules of the art by Ariftotle. Rules are 
now drawn from the dramatic works of 
Metaftafio, which can never be fulfilled but 
by imitation. And as poetry is. derived 
from foul and fentiment, not from line and 
rjulei and genius is an enemy to reftraint 
and violence^ whoever thinks it neceffary t$ 

Y 3 imitate 
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imitate Metaftafio, even with rqlial geffiu$ f 
muft be in trammels, * Atk* yet, if be is 
quite right, what can new "candidates ■ for 
dramatic fame, in writing for mufic, do bet- 
ter than to imitate him ? It is impoffible- to 
difcover new, eafy, and pleafant roads, in 
a country whibh he has fo often interfered, 
without puffuing, or at leaft erofling, feme 
of his paths. ; *- 

Apoftolo Zeno feems to have been the 
Efchylus, and Metaftafio the Sophocles and 
Euripides of the modern Melodrama. What 
preceded and is fubfequent to them, appear! 
equally to partake of the wildnefs and weak- 
nefs of their predeceflbrs and fucceflbrs iri 
Greece and Italy. 

When any Jiyle of poetry or mufic is 
brought to perfeftion, little is left to be done 
for a long while, but to imitate and vary 
the thoughts and paflages of that ftyle* 
Milton's epic, Pbpe's fatirical and epiftolary 
ftyle, in poetry, and pergolefi's in mufic, 
muft be worn out and nearly forgotten, per- 
haps, before new ftyles can be formed or 
favoured, Handel left nothing new to be 
dorie m hh i ftyle of compofition. Imitations 
are ever timid and feeble. What has been 
happily accomplifhed without ruk* dr ma- 
^ del. 
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del, cannot be achieved with the fame 
energy, enthufiafm, and efFeft, by a Receipt; 
All great originals, fuch as Homer, Pindari 
and Shakfpeare, either preceded, or defpifed 
rules. 

Novelty is wanting at prefent, both to 
Poetry and Mufic ; but the time, or at leaft 
the daring and inventive genius, is not yet 
arrived for either. The Oratorios of Han- 
del, fublime as are the chorufTes and many 
of the fongs, from having been fb often 
heard, have tired the public ear, and yet no 
other attempts are liftened to With patience. 
It is fo with opera airs and playhoufe fongs ♦ 
eternal imitation and repetition of what we 
have heard a thoufand and a thoufand times, 
renders our mufical theatres a confufed and 
ill-bred cmverfazione^ more than an interest- 
ing performance of poetry and mufic (#). i5 

Signor Saverio Mattei, in his chffertat-ioii 
eft the Pbilofaphy of Mufic (y), has made 

(#) This complaint is confined to the generality of Vq* 
col Mufic. The new Symphonies of Haydn preclude 
all convention, by their never-failing novelty, and the 
inexhauftible fertility of his invention. Almoft all other 
mufic it little more than a Ctnto> which can never grapple 
qgth attention. 

(i) S AtMj, Tomp V. ^ . . :* • 

y 4 . nighy 
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ma«y juft reflexions on the decienfion; of 
the raufical drama in Italy, which are, not 
totdly.inapplicable elfewhere. He fays, that 
u every Species of voice, from the ambition 
of foaring with the lark, and mounting to 
fublimity, h^s loft its true quality and cha- 
ra£ter f The Bafe tries to rival the Tenoife 
the Tenor the Counter-tenor, the Counter- 
tenor the Soprano, and the Soprano the Fla? 
geolet, or bird-pipe. 

. , . The improvements in mufical inftruments 
e^4 inftrumental cpmpofition have been the 
ruin of vocal rnufic. Inftmments, for want 
of vocal exprefHon, multiply notes and 
lemg ...divifions. But it degrades ; a finger to 
rua races with hauthois, flutes,. .and fid- 
dles. Let inftrumental perforators fliew 
their, power of ha#d, and the genius of their 
feverftl inftrvmepts ; but let not the human 
voice 1 quit, ths fejitiments and ex;preffiqns of 
humanity, $nd the paffions that; belong to 
its nature : let inftruments imitate birds and 
beafts ; but Jet not the -human yoke imitate 
the; tricks'' and tonfea- of iflftruments, Xo 
which it fhould ferve as a model : let its in- 
flexions be purely vocal, azjd * fuch .as will 
pleafe, not difgrace, humanity. ... ; . 

Another obfervation of Si^nor Mattel, 
* ~ 3 * , feems 
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feems naturally to account foir the rapid de- 
cline of the Opera, as far as concerns Poetry 
and Mufic. " At prefentj" fays this judi* . 
cious Critic, " the emoluments of the prin* 
cipal perfbns employed in a mufical drama 
are fettled in a dire& contrary ratio to 
what they ought to be. At Naples, the 
manager of the Opera afligns to the firft 
Dancer 2000 fequinr; to the firft Singer 
1000; to the Compofer 200; and to the 
Poet 50; whereas the whole arrangement 
fliould be reverfed : the higheft falary fhouM 
be given to the Poet ^ die fecond to the Com- 
pofer; the third to the Singer; and the 
fourth to the Dancer." And perhaps, if 
thefe falaries were fettled, ■ like an Englifh 
county ele£ion, by public fuffrage, this 
Would Ni be' -the general opinion. As it is, 
&f% Signer Mattei, ** Opera talents are 
pfop&rtioncd to the pay : the dancer is bet- 
ter than Khe finger, the performance of the 
finger' better than the intrinfic merit of the 
/core or c6mpofition, and the worft'ofall is 
the poetty, ftolen from Metaftafio, and tot- 
tally fpoiled by the poetafter, who botches it 
together." From this ftate of things ■• it 
muft appear in vain to "hope for a good 
Opera, or a reform in the eftablifhQd fyftem, 
* SubjeOs 
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Subjefts of dignity, heroifm* and great 
p&ffiens, are ruined in the Italian Opera* by 
the kindr of voicfe which ever claims the 
principal part. If, then, the ftyle of fingirig 
were a little Amplified, and fele6b Tenor 
voices, highly cultivated* were affigned the 
principal parts, the poetry would have its^ 
cffe6t, as well as the mufic ; and Cato, T6e- 
mijiocles^ and Regulus, would appear with 
dignity and propriety, though they Ipofce in 
fang (z). If the exquifite voices and refine- 
rfrents in finging of the Evirati cannot be 
difpenfed with, let them be employed in 
female parts, as is constantly the cafe at 
Rome, and as, in our Shakfpcare's time, 
was the cafe with all the female parts on 
our ftage, which were performed by boys. 

Italy, ever fertile in genius, cannot be in 
want of men of abilities equal to the difficult 
talk of finding out a new path in an art 
thought to be already brought to perfe&ion* 

The prefent fyftem of giving the princi- 
pal man's part to a Soprano voice, muft con- 
fine the Poet to love, tendernefe, and efFemi- 

:.-. (z) There can be no doubt but that the little fiiccefs 
and infrequency of the performance of thefe heroic dramas, 
were occafioned by die principal part being written for 
* Tsnor voice. ' l . "* v ' n ^ 

a ' uatc 
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h^te chara&ers and paffions. At prefent/thc 
Italians condefcend to imitate the nqife, 
machinery, and Balets analogues of France j 
and thefe* often fupply the place of good 
poetry as well as mufic. A Spe£iack, how- 
ever iplendid, muft fatigue the eye, if th« 
piind has nothing to do. 
• • It feems neceffary here to take fome no- 
tice of the mutual complaints of Metaftafio 
himfelf, and his learned friend Mattei, of 
the negleft of Poetry and abufe of Execu- 
tion on the Opera Stage. 

It is natural and juft that. poets fhould 
wifh to Amplify Dramatic Mufic. But per- 
haps it would not be for the intereft, even 
x>f the words, to ftrip it of all ornaments and 
opportunities of difplaying a fine voice and 
fuperior vocal abilities. Some latitude may 
furely be given to the compofer and per- 
former in the airs, when it is confidered that 
the whole bufinefs of . the Drama, in carry- 
ing on the plot and developing charac- 
ters in Metaftafio's Operas, is tranfadled in 
the Recitatives, and that the airs are merely 
recapitulations of each fcene, and illuftra- 
tions of the principal incident or affe&ion 
on which it is founded. I would willingly 
iiicf ifice ill fuperflupus ornaments and fcierice 
„ ■ in 
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m the compofition of Mtijical Dramas, but 
of refpedi to the Poetry ; but I cannot join 
in the contempt which lyric poets put upott 
inftrumental mufic in general. Good (ingo- 
ing is infinitely more uncommon than good 
playing ; and though the moft pleafing 
power an inftrument can poffefi, is that of 
imitating the voice, yet both ftringed and 
"wind inftruments of the firft clafs hive their 
peculiar qualities both of expreflion arid exe* 
cution. The produ&ions of Corelli, Oemt 
niani, Handel, and Tartini, for violins, long 
gave lovers of mufic infinite delight, when 
well executed, without the affiftance of the 
voice ; and fince their reign, the produdHonfe 
of Stamitz, Bach, Abel, Boccherini, Haydrf, 
Vanhal, Pleyel, &c. have fo much merit of 
compofition, and eflfe6t in performance, that 
they not only make us forget our cares, btit 
all the enchantments of vocal mufic. 



SACRED DRAMAS, 

ORATORIOS. 

i. La Passione m GiEstr Chisto. Written 
in 1730, at Rome, by order of the Emperofr 
Charles VI. Set by Catdara, and performed 

in 
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in the Imperial Chapel at Vienna, in Paffioa^ 

week. 
ii. Sant' Elena a** Calvario. Written at 

Vienna for Paflion-week, and fet by Caldara 

for the Imperial Chapel, 1 731. . 
iii. I a Morte d'Abel. For the fame place 

and occafion, 1732. Set by Rentier. 
iV. Giuseppe riconosciuto. Set by Porftle, 

for ditto, 1733. 
v. BETULtA liberata. 1734. Reutter, for ditto, 
vi. Gjoas re di Giuda. 1735. Ditto; 

VII. IsACCO FIGURA DEL REDENTORE. I74O. 

Ditto, 

Befides the above feven Oratorios for the 
Imperial Chapel, he wrote a Sacred Drama* 
Ppr la Festivata del Santo Natale* 
at Rome, in 1727, for Cardinal Ottoboni {a)> 
which was fet by Giovanni Coftanza, $nd 
performed in a theatre, with fcenes, and k> 
a£tion (6). 

Calfabigi (in the Preface to the Paris Edi* 
tion of Metaftafio's Works, 1755) in fpeak- 
ing of thefe Oratorios, fays, that " Metafta- 

• («) It is faid, by fome of Metaftafio's biographer^ 
that Cardinal Othbeni was his god-father, and that the 
Poet received the napieri^Futre in honour of this illu- 
ftrious fponfor* 

(b) In the Nice edition of thefe Oratorios, all the text* 
tf Scripture arc indicated in the notes. 

fio, 
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fib, by adapting his beautiful poetry to fectecf 
ftory, under the moft fevere laws of the 
Drama, has produced Tragedies as perfeft a& 
(fiis kind of compofition will allow/' And 
Sayerio Mattei, who is of the fame opinion, 
and feems anxioufly to wifh for a theatre at 
Naples wholly appropriated to Sacred Dra-* 
masy during- Lent, fays, that "the Greeks 
yerrt to a play as to ^fpiritual exercjfe> or as 
we go to a fermon," And it is well known 
from Livy's account, that the R<ttfiah$, ift 
times of public calamity, flew to the theatre j 
and that the fir ft introduction of Draitiaa 
with Mufic was occasioned by the ; plagtte; * 
Mattei wifhes the mufic of oratorios to Be 
grave, learned, and fubliaie.' " Young mu- 
ficians (fays he) are merely taught counter- 
point 5 which is no more than toncdrddntelii 
grammar; but they know nothing of thfc 
fhilofophical or poetical part of mufic. Their 
whole knowledge is mechanical, and they 
are never out of the grammar. As to dif- 
ferent ftyles of competition, th$y aj?p feldqm 
allowed to ftudy any but that of their mailer* 
The vocal ftyles of Vinci, Pergolefi, Haflfe; 
Jomelli, Cafaro, and Piccini, are all difjbN 
Cnt, yet allgogd," 
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; Iii eftabliihing a /acred tragic theatre, 
Mattei not only wifhes the inimitable orato- 
rios of Metaftafio to be new fet by the 
greateft matters, without humouring th& 
caprice of fuch fingers as are only capable 
of finding in one ftyle, or of executing a 
particular paflage oj: trick, which myft necpf- 
farily be introduced in every fong they fing ; 
but, above all, to have the poetry refpedted, 
and the precepts of Joajh, Jofeph, Judith, 
&$. heard with reverence. His plan extend? 
to the works of the moft folid and fcientific 
cpmppfers of the laft.age; fuch as ,L>eo ? 
Haife, and Jomelli, which he would l^avc 
revived ± and . performed withoijt changing a 
ly liable or a note '(c). „ 

Befides his regular oratorios, in two parts* 
Metaftafio wrote feveral facred „ poems* 
which breathe great fervour of devotion (d). 

(c) It does not appear th^t Signer Mattei wiflies to 
have facred dramas performed in aftion \ that would be a 
revival of Myfteries and Moralities. Oratorios have long 
been performed in feveral churches at Rome every" Sun- 
day pvenrng, in the ftill manner o£ Handel's Oratorios 
in England, bnt to a light and feeble mufic* and executed 
by an ipfcrior b^nd. 

(J) Metaftafio was very firm in his religious faith, and 
djfc'ouraged fceptical and light dif<puffions pf facred fub- 

je&s: 
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ODE SOPRA Ih SANT1SSIMO I^AtALfi I Or, Ode 

for the birth of Chrift. 
Paraphrase on the Miserere, or Fiffy-firlt 

Pfalm. " :■' . ■' * - - "* — 

Hymn to Saint Julian, 

This teft was written about the year ,1751, 
for the Italian chapel at Vienna, where it 
ftill continues to be fung. In a letter to his 
brother Leopold, about this time, he" ex- 
preffes his own pious rapture ait the unex- 
pe&ed commiflion which Pope Benediflt XIV 
had given him to inform the poet or his 
Holinefs's paternal and benevolent re^tn- 
brance.' And, finding that the J^tif>Jir- 
vdrum was touch pleafed with *Hik fijrhri to 
St. Julian, he fays, " It is hardly to be ima- 
gined 'What pleafufe the 'people of"Kom?ii 
catholic ftates in Germany, have ' jii/foch 
Spiritual fongs, when allowed to ling them 
in their own language ;.or the raptures which 
pious fentiments, clothed in mayeftic har- 
mony, excite. But it is not an ^hterprife 
for every one to attempt. With the affifl> 
ance of Jbihelliy and better health, I'fhould 

. *j, 'i . :, ..*... ....=• y :■■ .;'«'« ■ ' - ,. 

je&s : telling lais friends, that, " for the peace of ; hjs 
confcience, he found religious myfteries more eafy to 
)jeliete than to inveftigate." 

■■ '■ be 
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be templed to venture in this feaj* hut 
thefe are only pia defiderata{c)p\ 



OCCASIONAL DRAMAS 

MUSIC ANO THEATRIC REPRESENTATION, 
OF ONE AND TWO ACTS ONLY. 

JLa Gai^atia, Endimione, Angelica; Sere* 
natas, written at Naples between the yea? 
1 72 1 and 1733, and fet by Porpora. Thefe 
were never meant foradion, but to be per* 
formed in ftifl life, like our pr&torios. 

G« Qrti Esperedi, written for the Emprefa 
Elizabeth's birth-day, 17^1* 

yisoLA disaritat4> written in 17*;*, for the 
ppurt of Spain; fet by Bo*tn, 



. uj 111—— — i^ HjVMl " - 

F£STE TEATRAJL^ 

|^A Contjsa ds'Npmi; qr, Contention of the 
Gods, written «t Rome, 1729, *md (fet by 

(?) H|| brothq: poet, Qqr ccraqtiypp*, Mafop, like* 
wile writes diyine hymns, and Gftcoipages metrical pfek 
Wpdiy in our parish churches, 

VOL. Hit g T/W, 
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Vinci, for Cardinal Polignac, in celebration 
of the birth of the Dauphin, father of Louis 
XVI. 

IlTempiodell'Eternita, written at Vienna," 
for the birth -day of the fimprefs Elizabeth, 
" and fet by Fouchs, 1 73 1 . 

L'Asilo d'Amore, written at Vienna, 1732, 
and fet by Caldara ; afterwards augmented, 
1 765, and new fet by Gafman: 

Le Grazie vendicate, "Defence of the 
Graces," written at Vienna, for the perform- 
ance of the two Arch-dutcheffe6> Maria 
Teresa, and M arianna, with a Lady of 
the Imperial court, on the Emprefs Elizabeth's 
birth-day, 1735. Set by Caldara. 

Il Sogno di Scipions. « Scipio's Dream/ 1 
written for the birth-day of the Emperor 
Charles VI, 1735. Set, by Predieri. 

Il Palladio conservato. .." Set by Rtutter % 
1735. Performed by two Arch-dutcheffes 
and another Lady. -** - 

Le Cinbsi, Written firft for three Ladies 
only, at the Imperial court, 1735, and fet by 
Reutter. But afterwards, with an additional 
charafter, it was performed by profeffed fin- 
gers, at the Prince o£ Saxon-Hilburgbaufen'sx 
in the prefeuce of their Imperial m^efties, 
Francis I, arrd Maria Therefa, 1752. 
Il Parnaso accusato, e difsso. Set by Reut- 
ter. Vienna, 1 738; ■ --■■■ 
La Pac© fr a la ViRTt), e la Bellezza; For 

th© 
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the birth-day of the. Arcfr-diitchefs Maria 
Theresa, 1738/ Set by PredierL 

In this little drama, Venus's Eloge on Beauty* 
i$ admirable. 



" " ■ : — — Luce divina, 

- Ragg* del Cieloi la Bellezza y e render 
Celejii anche gli oggetti in cut rifplende* 
S^uejla Valma piu tarde • t 

Solleva al cielj come folleva it fole 
Ogni baffi vaptr, £>utfta a* mrtali » 

Delia penofa vtta 

Tempra le noje y $ ricompenfa, i dannu 
Jj>ue/te in mezzo agli affanni 
QTinfelici allegra : in mezzo alt* ire 
§>uejla placa i tiranni : i lentifprona, 
I fugaci incatena^ 
Anima % vilt 9 i temerarj affrena \ 
E delfuo dolce imper$ % '■'-'■ * 

Che letizia conduce, 
Che diletto produce oveJiJtende y 
$ente ognuno il pofer y neJfunV intend** ■ 

The light divine of beauty's heav'nly ray 
Givps powef celeftial wherefpp'er it (hines ; x 

The fluggifh foul it renders light and gay, 

As vapours grofs the fun to mount inclines. 

r ■* • 

Thfe'iflstif life k tempers* clears its gloom, 

And p&yff the labour, of this hardeft toil ; . - . ;. 

Affli&ion cheers in fate's fevereft doom, ,« # . , * 

And fooths the hdrrors of defeat and fpail# 

* . , % % . ' The t 
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Tfiyi fitfccft tyfent?* rag*k fan caaftcifc - 7 3 r 1 
Can fpur the flow^ ajui chaia 4ie fogkfcw^r n ^ ^ 

Can animate the dull, the rafh repel, 
Anc| joy ineffable to all c^n give. . v ' ' 

Astrea Placata. For the Emprefe's birthday, 

1739. Set by /Vtt&rf. . v: ,/, i 

II natal di Giove. For the EmpeiroVtyrth- 

day,. 1740. Set by Baf^o. . / A - 

L'Ampr PRiGiQv.ix&Qf. Ytenna^ *74*«t Set 

by Reutter. .-,,.. . >./ » .^ 

II vero Omaggio. Set l?y Jfcww* 1743.. : 
Augurjq di feu?ita. A cartfat* Set ]by • 

Reutter, and performed by $tfe£c ^fji^uj^h- . 

elfes, 1740. . ' . * 

La rispettosa tenerezza. Fojr tfte perfprm- 

ance of throe Arch-dutcheues, on the Em- 
., prefs queen's birtn-day^ i7j r Or Set by Rsutter. 
Tribtjto di rispetto e d'ajkore. ^Per^rmpd' 

by three Arqbrd«tph«fe%. oa ^^l^j^ror'^ 

birth-day. S«t tp> mafic, by iifiuito-. 
La Gar a. Performed by an .-Arch-diifpliefiu 

and two Ladies of the ImpemJ court, xm the 

birth of the Arch-dutcheiTs Maria Axfby ia, 

afterwards jjucjea of France, ^7^i--^j^,py 
Reutter. 
It Sogno. Performed by the Archndutchefs 
Marianne and two Ladies, 1756. Set by 
Gutter* v., , : ' ., ..; « 

I-A 

■ . .: '. ;.:>r •:-.-■ ..... -.v /v* 
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La RitRottA DnmiMAT^ Peeviflitiefs di£ 
arnied; Wrfttett &r thci court of Spain, 

*759- 
Alcim al bivio. Written for the nuptials of 

the Arch-duke Joseph, 1760, and iet to 

inufic by Hqffe. 

L'Apr, or the Bee. Written for the court of 

Spaing Vjtbi 

L'ATEffAlDE, OWKRO AFFETTI GENEROST. 

Written For the ^pterforraance of five Arch* 

dutchdfcs. Set toy Bdmo, 1762. 
Egeria. Set by Haffe, for the Gorohatfoto of 

Jdfeph 1^ .king of the Romans, 1764. 
Il Parnaso conmtso. Set by Gfc^, and per* 

formed by four Arch-dutcheffes, *t the fecon^ 

nuptials of Jofeph II, J 765* 
La Corona, a drama of one aft, for the per* 
i . formance of four Arch-dutcheffes. Set by 

Gluck, 1765, 
La pace fra le tr^T3ee, a felfad entertain- 
ment, written for the court pf Spain, 1763. 
Parttbko^ flittb, written a WienhW for tlhi* 

inarriafge of FfiRDiNAio TV^ kmg of ftre 
1 «wo Sicilies, with tfte Arch-dutchyfe Mar* a 



«*M 



•i'.i'..j ■j//; 



In thefe coinpofitions, however flidrt, 'We 
always find vivacity in the a&ion and dia- 

z 3 logue, 
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tegtie, grandeur and truth of chara6fef f 2 
happy delineation of the afFe&ions, clear* 
nefs, fpirit, a melodious arrangement of the 
words and phrafes, force in the recitatives, 
and elegance in the airs; the moft found 
philofophy.in the fentiments, and fancy and 
good tafte in the decorations and machinery. 
So that it is manifeft, that it was the poet*$ 
wifh at once to feed the imagination, delight 
the ear, x enlighten the underftanding, and 
move the heart. 

Thefe feftal pieces, though too fhort for 
operas, or a whole night's entertainment, 
may be compared to the French petites 
pieces, or our fhort dramas (not farces) of 
one, two, or three adts. 

- It hasbeen obferved by an Italian critic (d) f 
that, " In, thefe fhort pieces the poet has 
frequently treated of ferious and philofophi- 
pal matters, too profound and complicated 
for a mixt audience in a public theatre: 
foch as the immortality of ths foul, har- 

-*nony of thq fpheres, or of creation ; but in, 
all, we find the pureft principles of virtue 
lad moiility grven te- the interlocutors, wha 

>-.■ (4) Giarab. Aleflu, Morefchi. * ■ .. ■ 

wpjre 
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Were generally Arch-dukes and Aith* 
dutchefles." . . 

Court poems, birth-day odes, &c. ufed 
to be compofed of fuch childifh mythology, 
and ria^ujfeous flattery, as no man of good 
tafte #nd found judgment would even deign 
to r.ead ; but thefe feftal compolitions of 
Metaftafio are fuch, as not only th? lovers of 
poetry, but moral philofophers, will read^ 
with equal plealiire. 



CANTATAS. 



- The firft cantatas which our author feems 
to have written, wete twelve, which he 
produced exprefsly for Porpbra, before he 
left Italy. Saverio Mattei avers that he 
has found, a copy of thefe cantatas at Naples, 
; with the mufic, in the hand writing pf Por- 
pora, who calls them twelve Cantate delF 
Abate Metaflajio. In 1735, while this com- 
pofer was in England, he published his 
mufic to thefe cantatas, in 4to, and dedi- 
cated them to his Royal Highnefs Frederic 
Prince of Wales. I have a copy of this 
work now before me j and though time has 
rpbbed the airs of fome of their priftine 
2 4 novelty 
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v ii»te!lty aha 'grace, ifie ^ikiiv^S'^r6>' : flittl 

" admirable Itidecd, the Kalian -retftkti^, 

which received its laff fbrins and* pttlfih 

^chiefly from the elder ScarlaI" ft , ( Alef- 

fandro) and Corpora, feems as Hiked and 

•permanent as a d^ad language ^ &nd, while 

melody is as flii&uating as the waves of the 

*fca, recitative feeihs in ftabUity to fejbdpWfc 

terra jirma. \ ■ - 1 . 

The poetry of fome of thefe c&AtataS wa* 
improved and pplifhed by Metaftafio, and 
published ^ith others, in editions of hii 
works, which, fete in life* he Superintended. 
Seventeen cantatas appear in the laft Paris 
edition, which have been fet by Sarti, Mor- 
teilari, and the principal corhpofers of thfc 
prefcnt times r , , 

i- fc Be^p tbefe^ there appear in th*T Nkt 
K *diti9££ two Tcantatas of a comic eatt : 

La ClQCCOLATA, 

II Tabacco, 

^■a':-. V-- >r ..--v.-.:--- /.'.:;-.. ■.'.,.- ;. - 
Suppofed to be written in his early- youth ; 
Ifrith two others, for two voices, in dialogue : 

- f -;— ■■-■■ v -:-u -La J^ak^a- *■.■ . <-. . . >■ '- 

^-'■'■■-■■vi-'u .■ -,.<■ . . . :j .. 

It CiCLOP?. 

•■ ?y ;d:,l ..■ And 



And the fivsibUowing (hart pieces,, writtw 
for the Imperial Court, ^hieh aw-Ukewife 
(Hied Cantatas : 

i. LaVirtuosa Emitia2i6ne. 1751. Stftby 

Reutter. 
11. L'Aurora, & L'Estate. Set bftngm- 

M *759- 
iit. L'Inverno, oWero La provipa Pasto 

rella. 176a Set by WagenJeiU 

* IV. Il QuADRO ANIMATO. 1760. ^4%*$®* 

for two voices. ,-,./..- , -/.nu-i 

>▼. L'Ar Monica. 1769* Set by /7^ (*.)., 'j _ 
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CANZOftETTE. 

Canzonetta, For a dance of f uflJdij ^ 
by EtinnQj in' 174b, for thfc *Archr-dttiti6hefs 
of Auftrla, Maria Thfercfi^ kfiteirvr'aras 
Princeifs of Lorain, ^nd other ladies of the 
Imperial Court. 

1. La primavera, Spring. Written at Rome, 
1719. • '■• ■' \ •■--"• -"- ' •■ :..-.: -. .', 

(*) Thk cantata was written by fovereign command, 
for Mils Cecilia DAviE^rtoJtng at the Imperial Court 
to the accompaniment of her filter, on the Harmonica* 
QXGlaffA. < ' * r<; v > ,; 

II. L'EsTATE, 
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m- I/Estate, or-Summeiy Hf.24* ; 

mi.: LA'LwhrtA, a Nice. ; Written at Vienna* 

1733- ■ , - .-vr/'' •- 

iv* Palinodia, 4 Nice, 1746. 

?. LaPartenza. 1749* ■ .j... . .-., 



■ SONNETS... ,„;.-, : , 

On the celebrated mufical compofer, C asp arini, 

at Rome, 17 19. 
With Twenty-eight more, on various fpbje&s 

and occafions# 

Metaftafio owns, in one of his letters, that 
he does riot think his genius happily formed 
for a Sonnetteer ; and it does fe'em, as if he 
had felt the reftraint and difficulty of its 
conftni&ion. His fonnets being by no means 
lb fuperior to thofe of other lyric bards, 
ancient and modern, as many of his more 
happy productions. 



COMPLIMENTI. 



Tbefe are fhort poetical felicitations, which 
-were fet to rhufic by Haffe, Wagehfeil, and" 
"Reutter, and performed at Court oa birth- 
days, 
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' days, by the Arch-dutchefles, before tfair 
Imperial JVlajefties. They appear in tjae 
Nice edition, for the firft time, among the 
pofthumous works of our author, eight in. 
number, ibme for one, and fome for two 
voices. 



STROF£ PER. MUSIC A, 
DA CANTAR5I A CANOtfE; 

OR SHORT STANZAS TO BE SUNG IN ROUNDS, OR 

CANONS. 

. . ■ . . r 

« • ■ • ■ • ■ ■ • i 

Thefe amount to Thirty-five ? mapy pf 
them appear in the Italian Collefition of 
Catches, Rounds, and Canons, brought to 
England,, by Bor^fini, and publiflied by 
Walfh, about the year 1748. Metajftafio ^ 
laid to^aye fet thirty of £hem himfelf, in 
three parts, which are luppofed.to be in the 
poffeffion of his executors, the family of 
Martinetz. - --™ ■-■- 



INTERMEZZI. 



Tl^pfe^t^gQ iiiipiujshber, were written by 
our aut^rjjki ^2^9 be, perforrae4 .(w w&s 
..>/. 4 then. 
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ttfen the fkfliion) betweeft'tfte ^£H d£*hii' 
Didone Ab£andonata^ *Hie dialogue^ 
carried on with a confiderable degree of hu? 
raotir, between a fantattical arid capricious 
Prima donna (or firtl Womari) and ah abiurd 
Imprejario (or manager) of an opera. 



SIFACE. 

This is an old mufical drama, of the laflf 
century, which was new written by Meta- 
ftafio for the ufe of his friend and rtiuiic- 
mafter, Porpora, at Venice, where it was 
performed, in 1725. We have an ample 
account of this labour in one of ottr author** 
tetters. 

'jChdfeare his chief works that were writ- 
ten for ttuxfic. 

Of Giustino, a tragedy, produced St 
fourteen years of age, on the Greet model, 
it has already been faid, that it was not 
intended for mufic or recitative in the dia- 
logue, though the clioruffes, which terminate 
tadh a&» require meafiired melody. The 
refemblance obferved (Vol. I. p< 7) be- 
tween an incident in this tragedy, and 
Sfeakfpeare f s Romeo and y&liet,, oannpt go* 
at nerate 
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licrate jifijfpicipu of , plagiarifitt ip Met?tt 
itafio, if i^ he »ra«i»bf rpd, tbit &e plot oif 
Sh^kqfpcare's tragedy was taken from Af* > 
thur Brookes irritation of the Italian ftorj 
of Giulietta, hy Lutgi da PprtQ (/) J and it 
was more likely for Metaftafio to copy thfa 
affe&ing circumftance from his countryman, 
than from Shakfpeare, whpfe name, at this 
early period of his life had probably not ar- 
rived £t his knowledge ; and who had not 
3V&le£jiimfelf of all the advantages of Ihis 
afiliding imcidcfit^ but let Romeo die, befora 
Juliet revived » And, upon examination,* -'ft 
appears, frota JVfeteftafia's own declaration} 
tfiat the whole plot df his Giuftino was tabcij 
f)rp<m <the Jtalia lihtrataot ^rtfj&to. v \- ::"> *l 
Qiuftino, with all its imperfeftions^)^ 
pfwbips the moil grave, regular* and defcu* 
rate drama, that has ever been pjadbecthai 
fo €»%>* period of life* i;/>jO i<> 



'^l'\, 



* MISCELLANEOUS POEMS' 

!• La StuKPA Dbum Glquia- ^Sojjjtoi* ICte 
.. T ,f a^h tq piory i«£)retq^ ^iW^tt^iatrfifiiiifi 

1 (/) &* JR&alo&e*« "ififfition of ^aHjicarc/^YO. 1 * M9L 

Vol, IX* - ; ^ - ;'- : ^M'" kns ^"** -* 3":K;»4l»Jbilr 
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in 1718, on the death of his Preceptor and 
Patron, Grdvina ; and read by the Author, at 
a public meeting of the Academy of the Ar- 
cadi. 

jj. La Morte di Catokb. The Death of 
Cato. 

111. L'Origine delle Leggi. The Origin 
of Laws. An Elegy. 

Thefe three Poems are written -ia Terza 
Rima 7 the verfification of Dante, 



EPITALAML 



I. On the Nuptials of the Prince and Prin- 
cess di Belmonte. Written at Naples, 
1720. . . 

II. On the Marriage of Signor D. Giambatifhv 

FlLOMARINA, 1722. 

in-. On the Nuptials of Signor D. Francefco 
Gaetano, and Donna Giovanni Sanseve* 
riko. 1723. 



IDYLLIUMS. 



I. li Ratio d'Europa. 

II. Il convito pegli Dei. 

hi. Teti 
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xn. Teti, e Pel£o. 

iv. Ode on the Imperial Refidence at Schon^ 

brunn. 
v. I voti pubblici, per Maria Terefa, Im- 

peratrice Regina, 1766. 
Vi. La publica Felicita. On the Emprefs 

Queen's Recovery from the Small-pox.. 1767. 
vii. La Scomessa. The Wager. 1755. 

This Quatrain was written, by defire, on 
the following occafion :— — The Emprefs 
Queen, when pregnant of her youngeft 
daughter, afterwards Queen of France, laid 
a wager with Count Dietrieckstein, that 
the promifed offspring would be an Arch- 
dutchefs. As fbon as brought to bed, her 
Imperial Majefty fent word to the Count, 
that a Princefs was born % and that two drops of 
water did not more refemble each other ^ than the 
Mother and her Child. The Count paid his 
loft bet with a figure in porcelaine, repre- 
fenting his own perfou, kneeling on one 
knee, and holding in his right-hand the 
following verfes, written -on a fmall flip of 
paper : 

1$ perdei : TAuguJla Figlia 

A pagar mi ba tondanata ; 
M& & ver che a Vol fomiglla^ 

Tutto il mondo ba guadpgnata, 

".' Tha 



C 35* ) 

The Wager's loft — a Daughter** given ! 

Ajid I fubmit with joy unfeigned ; 
For if like You this gift of Heaven, 

The world entire a prize has gain'd. 

vni. Versetti. Lines fent with fome prints 
of the Poet's head, to the Marchefa Zaya^ 
glia. 

^uefte pochc immaginette 
Sonojt verO) opre imperfette 

D'un Artifla dozzinale ; 
Ma per me gran pregio avranno 
Se impedirvi alm$n fapranm 

p y obbliar tOriginaki \ 

1 Tis true thefe little ofPrings (eem 
Unworthy obje&s of efteera, 

Thus clumfily engrav'dj 
Yet bleiSngs I (hall on them fliower, 
If from oblivion, by their power, 

TV original is (avU 

ix. Madrigal for Prince Hilbprghausen, to 
fend to the Queen of England, with aq 
ivory fhuttle, turned by himfelf. 



i mt m\n i 
TRANSLATIONS. 

j. Tranflation of a Greek Epigram. 

ii. of the Ars Poetica of Horace, fa 

Plank Verfe, with notes. 

Mil 
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I'll. Tranflation of the Sixth Satire of the SeconcJ 
Book of HQY&Qe,JiiTerze jtftye*. ' . ~ 

xv. - — — ^^._ Qjt the ^ifth. £piftie of the Firft 
Book of Ijorflc$> in Stanzas. .»., . . 

y. — — ■ /. wi^ oi the Third Satire of Juvenal, 

The Treattfe on the Italian Theatre, whjch 
Metaffcafio promiied Bettinelli, the Printer, 
foon after his arrival in Vienna, feems to have 
ended in his EJiratto della Poetica d'Ariftotile • 
pf which, as it is his fole work in Profe, if 
we except his Letters, and being pofthu- 
mous, but little known, we (hall terminate 
the Catalogue of his Works by fomc account. 

VI. ESTRATTO DELL'ArTE POETICA d'ArIS-. 

totile, e Cpnfiderxizi^m fu> : fa Mtfefima. An 
Abftr^a of Ariftotle's Art ,of Poetry, with 

Remarks, » . ••-■■ ^ 

Met^ftafio's Introduction, to T cjjspls^p^-^the 
9bjc6l pf this Abftraft, i§ the following: . 

" The reputation df Ariftotle, eftabliflied 
and defended by the unwerfal confent and 
veneration of twenty- two # centuries, if not 
due to the wonderful' : exfeiit of Ibis fublime 
talents, and the immejifity p£ Wsaqq^int^unce . 

vox. iji. . M^*r- : ■ - with? 
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ifcith every ipeoies of feieiicc, . Vfpuld hayp 
fufHcient weight to command the refpeft 
and gratitude of all fubfequent times,, if it 
were only remembered, that he wa? the firft 
Philofcpher in all antiquity/ that we know 
of, who was able to form a clear, minute* 
and indifputable analyfis of human realbn ; 
and who, furnifhing it with diftindiions and 
divifions, as fo many fecure and neceflary 
beacons, has difcovered the road by which 
we may mofi fafely and courageoufly travel^ 
in the fearch of truth. The having recourfe, 
therefore, to fucji an oracle in our doubts 
is laudable, efpepially for Poets, whom he 
Has particularly fuppUed with the rules of 
their art. 

« Perfiiaded from my earlieft youth of thit 
feidifpenfible duty, I propofed to acquaint 
myfelf, fundamentally, with the poetical doc- 
trines of fiich a mafter ; and for this purpofe t 
it appeared to me, that the fafeft and moil 
certain way to obtain this knowledge pure 
and uncorrupted, would l?e from the originaf 
fountain kfelf> whatever labour it might coft 
me: but, perplexed every moment in th$ 
courfe of my labqijr, fometimes with doubt^ 
poncerning a rule which admitted of two 
fenfes, Ibmetimes by the obfeurity of arj ex* 
3 predion 
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preflion which to me appeared myfterioufc 5 
now by one precept being apparently con- 
tradi&ory to another, now by a new defini- 
tion of the fame fubjeft, totally different 
from that which had preceded it, and by a 
hundred difficulties at every ftep, wholly in- 
fiiperable to rhy limited faculties; I perceived, 
at length, with infinite mortification, that, 
with the inconfiderate temerity of a young 
man, I had unadvifedly plunged into diffi- 
culties, and purfued an intricate road, with- 
out companion or guide. 

€i I had recoijrfc, therefore, to the moft 
learned and eminent critics and commerita* 
tors of Ariftotle* s Poetics ; and I ffiould b« 
ungrateful if I did not confefs myfelf in- 
debted to them for the literal ferift of many 
ofrfcure paflages in the text t but I fhould 
likewife be very infincere, if I did not de- 
clare, at the fame time, that, after all my 
laborious refearches, I found myfelf, to my 
great mortification, much lcfs enlightened, 
riayy rather infinitely more perplexed, inde- 
termined, and confufed, than I was before. 
And, indeed, who could avoid being con- 
founded by the conftant difagreement of men 
fo refpectable for their learning ? Who 
eould help being tired with feeking inftruc- 
A A 3 tioo 
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tion in fb many ufelefs, and prolix metaphy- 
sical and fchol&ftic treatifes, in which the 
art theypromile to illuftrate is fufFocated? 
Who could refrain from indignation, when 
fearqhing in the Greek dramatifts, and in 
Ariftotle himfelf, for the paffages cited by 
the moffc renowned critics as the foundation 
of their fovereign decifions, he finds then* 
(as has frequently been, my cafe) diametri- 
cally oppofite y for the moft part, to their opi- 
nions ? And, befides this, who could fafely; 
rely on men, however ikilful , in languages^ 
that were totally without experience in 
theatrical matters, and yet convinced of 
their own infallibility ? 

" To extricate myfelf in the beft way 
I was able, from fo many doubts, and not 
entirely to jofe the fruits of my ftudy an4 
application, I determined rigoroufly to ex* 
^mine, myfelf, and to re-perufe, from th$ 
beginning, Ariftotle's whole Poetics, extra6K 
ing, chapter by chapter, whatever I could 
clearly underftand ; and confeffing my igno- 
rance and uncertainty as to the reft ; point* 
ing out fuch precepts as, though ufeful per- 
haps when given, the enormous change of 
manners, in fuch a long period of time, ha,s 
rendered impracticable; and difcovering wjia^ 

rules 
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rales have erroiieoufly been afligned by mo- 
dern legiflators of the drama to the Gr&k* 
tragedians, and even to Ariftotle himfelf i y 
and by this riiearis form for my oWn : ufe, ; 
from the text, a clearer and- more diftinft' 
idea of the nature of Poetry ', Imitation, and 
Probability, than is comirtonly received. yi 

" The indifpenfible duties of that employ-- 
ment to which I had for fo many years 1 
been fortunately deftined, had not, 'till noWj' 
allowed me fufficient leifure to execute this- 
talk as completely as I wifhed : but fincef,' 
I have not negle&ed, at fhqrt intervals; to 
meditate on the fubjeft as much as my ne^ 
ceflary occupations waiild allow, and to col- 
left together all the materials I was able 
towards the intended edifice.- 'The day 4s at 
length come, when an unufual repofe has 
finally been granted me by my moft^gra* 
cious Sovereign ; and 1 have now, as fai* as 
my powers would enable me, fully and ex- 
a&ly terminated my defign. 

" But Heaven forbid that Iihould have the 
prefumption to think of forming by this ex- 
trad a new Art of Poetry ! The feducing 
rank of inventor has already produced more 
Arts of Poetry than will ever be read, or at 
leaft ftucfied and put in * pra&ice : indeeid, 
a a 3 they 
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they we more than fufficiently numerous to 
confound, difcourage, and wholly render dry 
and arid, the raoft happy, courageous, bold, 
and fertile genius, which the wifdom of 
beneficent nature caii produce. 

•'The fcle objed of my labour, was, as' 
much a* poflible, to juftify my own condufk 
to myfelf, who am naturally (for my mif- 
jfortunc) the leaft circumfpeft of all my 
judges; and to procure the (elf-confolation 
of \>&ng convinced, that all thofe defers 
from which an uninterrupted experience of 
more than fifty years, and the inceffant en-- 
deayour;to inftruft myfelf, have not been 
fiifjfcicnt to exempt me, Should be numbered 
among the painful and inevitable confe- 
rences of. human weakniefs." 

.The title of our author's firft chapter, is 
theibHowingj: 

; Chaf.L "That Poetry is one of the 
arts : o£ Imitation. In what it differs from 
other arts. Explanation of the terms Me- 
tre y Ri>yt&m> Harmony, Melody* and Modes. 
Refutation of the opinion, that compofitions 
written in profe* can be called Poems. That 
it is not fufficient for a poetical production to 
be harmonious, and in meafore ; it ought,- 
likewife, to be noble aaid elegant.** 

His 
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His definitions tif the technical : ancient 
mufic, particularly attracted tAy attention; 
and I was flattered to find that they generally 
agree with thibfe fiiat have b*en giveii -in the 
Differtution on the Mufic of the Ancients. Hfe 
likcwife & of opinion* that the Greeks meant 
by Armenia, what we mean by Melody 9 Found*, 
ing his opinion upon a paflage in Plato: 
The regulation of the movement k tolled 
rhythm; hut the regulation 6f the voicfc 
(with refpea to high and low) ii iMllitr- 
monyfe). 

And this is Padre Martini'* opinion t 
Harmony % with the ancients, meant th& 
regulation of a fingte voice, With refpe& to 
the intervals of a given fcale or key. 

Melody f indeed, is not defined: as in the 
Differtatiop above-ttoentienid : Mstaftafib 
makes it only a more airy and elegant khtd 
of melos ; but Ariftotle, in a paflage whicl^ 
he has quoted ftom hhn (£)> does not eppofe 
Artificial and florid taelddy to fmple and 
fkdn, but mffficjung to itfrumental mtific : 
fbf fan pwrcrweij, or tj*x*p p<to»i naked mufic, 
feems always to imply injtrumental mufic, or 

\b) Tfcfl tfkmm wfcttf htm ftm» tfy .fttv* mU 4*>fr v &f*» 
«^|iiTi|K^JkK. Arift. PtoHt. lib. Tiii. C«p. 5. 

AA4 mufic 
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mufic without words. Melodia, is melody fungt 
.that is, poetry fung. 

,, Metaftafio thinks modo fometimes confined 
to key, and fometimes to meaftire* Our 
dd writers on mufic, down to Morley and 
Ravenfcroft, applied the word mood only to 
time or meafure ; but the word modo i in Ita- 
lian, always means key. To the terms modus t 
"tonos^ tropos, Metaftafio gives great latitude* 
and refers to Padre Martini for more minute 
information. He feems of opinion, that, 
in antiquity, there was no poetry without 
numbers, or witjhout Jinging (/). The diver- 
£&of the ancient Romaps, he calls recita- 
tive ; and fuppofes that in the cantici, flro- 
phes, antiftrophes, and epodes, as well as in 
the chorus when fung by all, or by a fingle 
a&qr, melody (or as we call it air J was 
ufed. Jlx ..>;.... 

:: ;Chap- IIj. .Here our author treat? 
? Q£ } i the. different, objefts of imitation. 
Pi$kulty\ o£ determining what Ariftotle 
mea»t by. dividing imi table /characters into 
heftt ^ w^rft i .and middle* , d^fs f . of good and 
W*"' ....' _ ■ - ' . 

(*') In modem times, however, in »the church, and ia 

many of our 6fat6fio$,~ prt>fe is fung to nteafured mufic. 

. -■•,.• ;v « • .- : . .:y.\ .- . ■ 
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Chap. III. " Of the various ways i* 
which Poets may avail themfelves of the 
means and fubjeds of Imitation. ;-- In what 
refpe&s Homer and • Ariftophanes . refemble 
each other. Reafbns : affigned by different 
people of Greece; for arrogating to thenv- 
felves the invention of the 'drama." . ■; ■ [ 

Chap. IV. Poetry is deduced "from the 
natural inclination which men haye to invi- 
tation and long. Proofs of this opinion pro- 
duced by Ariftotle : other proofs not given 
by him, with regard to mufici which, per- 
haps, he did not think neceffary. ■ - Differ- 
ences between an imitation and a copy, the 
ignorance of which diftin&ion, produces the 
greateft abfurdities. Indifpenfible neceflky 
of fong (mufical tones) in fpeaking to the 
public. Proofs that all- dramas, comedies, 
as well as tragedies, . were fung throughout 
by the Greeks and Romans, are givejijby 
Metaftafio from ten different ancient authors. 
Examination of the opinion of Ariftotle, 
that Sophocles perfe&ed tragedy, by the 
intwduftiorx of a third perlpnage .on the 
ftage." * ' : :! 

Our author has manifefted much learning 
and ingenuity ih the cbuMe' of this cha'ptS?. 
lie is, in general, clear ' and 'intelligible \g^ 
* ■■..-•: 2 the 
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the fubje£ of Imitation : allowing a natural 
tendency in human creatures, above all 
other animals, to imitation. " Ort thfe 
ftage, we imitate all kinds of chara&ers, 
good and bad. We can even imitate th* 
uoifes of inferior animals.*' 

His Eloge of Mufic, after laying that thfc 
love of it is a natural inftinft of humanity, 
entirely coincides with my own. 

" Who can doubt (fays he) of the efficacy 
of Mufic on our minds ? Who is it, that 
has not felt its effects on himfelf, and ob- 
ferved them in others ? Who fees not that 
-our paffion for this art has introduced it into 
all human a&ions ? In the fervice of reli- 
gion, in feftive affemblies, in funeral pomp, 
and even in military fury, mufic has a con- 
fiderable (hare. The moft barbarous and 
lavage nations are pleafed with it : infants 
lifteii to it even in the cradle, before the 
fenfes are perfedfc, and it calms their com- 
plaints. The criminal in a dungeon, the 
flave in chains, feekiiig alleviation from their 
affii&ion and labour, find it in fong (£)." 

(k) See Preface to Prefent State ef Mufic in France 
and Italy % publijhed twelve years before theie extract 
appeared, and anterior to tbe author's interview with* 
Metaftafio. 

Our* 
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Crura fonantferr*) fed canit inter opus. 

Tibull. L. ii. Eilg. > 

r— The fetterM flave, the drudge of fete, 
Sings, flukes his irons, and forgets his ftatc 

GltANGBftf 

^Metaftafio gives further reflexions from 
M the ingenious and acute Caffelvetro," on 
the neceffity of addreffing perfons at a dis- 
tance, in mufical tones (/). His proofs from 
Ariftotle, Cicero, Livy, Virgil, Horace 
Ovid, Suetonius, Donato, &c. have almoft 
all been previously cited in the Differtatim 
§n the Mufic of the Ancients, from the fame 
places, in favour of the opinion, that all the 
ancient dramas, tragic and comic, were en* 
tirely fong, and accompanied by inftru- 
ments. 

Dramatic poetry is not only the imitating 
the chara&ers and manners of men> but the 
imitation of another arte that of mufic* 
As, according to Metaftafio, a there is no 
poetry without mufic : the arrangement of 
words, and different metres, is mufic/* III 
painting, indeed, an artift lias natural ob- 
jects to copy; in poetry, he has them to 

(I) See Bifftrtatm Qn the Muficiftht Jndmtt<—Cli$p m 
tn Dramatic Mufic. 

defctfbe ; 
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defcribe.; but what, it may be aflced, has al 
mufician, in nature, to imitate ? Does rftufic, 
in its nature, imitate poetry? I never could 
clearly underftaiid Ariftotle's meaning, as 
to mufic .being an imitative art. Is it an 
jmit&tipn of poetry * : in its meafijres and 
rhythms and in the tones of fpeech, length- 
erctfcd* pplifhed, and impaffioned ? 
j; But my learned and excellent friend, the 
JUv.« T. Twining, in the Second Pifferta* 
fion. prefixed to his Tranflation and Notes 
on Aristotle's Treatise on Poetry, has 
qleared this, rpatter up more to rrty fatisfac- 
.tiori ,than.. Metaftafio, or arjy of Ariftotle's 
commentators, that I . have feen. • > 

The title of my friend's Differ tation is 
this: " On the different Senfes of the.Wor4 
Imitative, as applied to Mufic by the An- 
cients ^and Moderns" In \yhich he confines 
.mufical imitations \ ,to the raifipg emotions an4 
Jdeai. l And I think the former will include 
iht x pqffionf. t% ^ There are mere inftnupental 
j^ovecftjgnts, which awaken ideas, pf joy 9 
JfarGtih* t^ndermfs^ melancholy, folemnity 9 .con- 
Jritioni military, ardor, &c. Thus far it may- 
be allowed the title of an imitative art. As 
Adirafie irtitdt4ng]i\ima.n fpeech, which ©r. 
Be/itie denies, but which Mr, Twining f£fefris 



to have eftablifhed ? as much as a matter 
that depends on fancy, feeling, and prefent 
humour, can be eftablifhed ; it is an opinion 
to which I fubfcribe (m). 

Indeed, 

{m) Mr, Twining, in his Second Differtation, p. 51, 
fpeaking of the imitative powers of mufic, with admirable 
ingenuity, has affigned a ufe for the ancient enharmonic 
genus j which feems more probable than any thing which 
has hitherto been fuggefted on that dark fubjedr. " Dra- 
matic mufic (fays he) is often Jlriclly imitative. It imi- 
tates, not only the effetl of the words, by exciting corrc- 
fpondent emotions, but alfo the words themfelves immedi- 
ately, by tones, accents, inflexions, intervals, and rhythm 
mical movements, fimilar to thofe of fpeech. That this 
was peculiarly the character of the dramatic mufic of the 
ancients, feems highly probable, not only from what is faid 
of it by ancient authors : but from what we know of 
their mufic in general \ of their fcales, their genera, their 
fondnefs for chromatic and enharmonic intervals, which ap- 
proach fo nearly to thofe Aiding and unaffignable inflexions 
(if 1 may fo fpeak) that characterize the melody of 
fpeech." 

' It may. be thought too fanciful, perhaps, but it feems to 
me, hs if dancing, mufic, and poetry, were 'reciprocally 
imitations of each other ; it is certain, at leafr, that they 
are nearly connefted, and referable each other; mufic 
imitates, the fteps of a dance, and the numbers of verfe. 
Hence poetical proportions are, perhaps, called feet 9 and 
mufical, rhythm. Mufical meafures, times, accents, and 
bars, are equally wanted by all the three arts ; and all three 
mutually aflift each- other in the Italian ballata (whence our 

word 
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Indeed, I have long experienced and al- 
lowed, that by flow, quick, gay, and for- 
rowful movements, mufic, without words, 
can excite fenfations of various kinds, and 
remind us of former events and feelings. 
Farther than this, mufic does not feem an 
imitative art. If it imitates any thing hu- 
man, important, and impreffive, it is per* 
haps, the cry of paflion, whether of joy or 
forrow. It can laugh and be gay; it can 
grieve and lament, with a little help of ima- 
gination. When it has words to exprefe, it 
fhould be the compofer's and performer's 
ambition to lengthen and tune the tones of 
ipeech and paflion ; to imagine what tones 
of voice, in a certain fituation, would heft, 
in the language of mufic, excite and enforce 
the ideas to be expreffed. 

The movements in mufic^and meafures 
in poetry, have fo great an affinity, that 
their rhythmical effe&s arife from the fame 
caufe. An heroic verfe, in grave and ftlemn 
fubje&s-, refembles mufical movements in 
adagio, grave, and largo, in common time. 
This may be purfued to. a much greater 

word hallad) which originally implied an air that was fuflg 
to words, and danced at the ftme time. 

extent 
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extent than we have room for here (n). 
But as far as concerns Ariftotle's do&rine, 
Mr. Twining's extenfiye learning and read- 
ing, joined to his knowledge, pra&ice, and 
experience in mufic, have enabled him to 
explain this hitherto dark and unintelligible 
iUbje&, better than a mere fcholar, or mufi- 
cian, however deep in his particular faculty, 
could poffibly have done. 

Chap. V. of Metaftafio's EJtratto, treats 
u Of cotftedy and its authors. Of comidie 
lartnoiante, or fentimental comedy. In what 
particulars epic poems and tragedies agree # 
and in what they differ. Of the unity of 
time, o( fable, and of place" In this chap- 
ter, the unities are admirably explained, and 
their do&rine, to my comprehenfion, well 
confuted, and relinquiftied, by Metaftafio ; 
who has proved, that the Greek tragic wri- 
ters themfelves had ho fuch narrow limits. 
He gives the time and place of the chief dra- 
mas of antiquity, Greek and Latin, in all 
which thefe unities are violated. The unity 
of a&ion or fable, feems more particularly 

(n) M. Marpiirg, of Berlin, has written a Treatife in 
German, on the comparative length and accents of mufical 
pet&» arid lingual fyllables. Anltitung %ur Singcompofitiott n 
4to, 1758. 

recom- 
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recommended by iVriftotle, and more ^on* 
#antly obferved than either of the other 
two, by the ancients. This precept, Met;a-* 
ftafio tells us, he has himfelf obeyed, as £uic£i 
as poffible : ^ as the fixing the attention of 
$he fpecteitor upon one illuftrious and inte- 
refting chara6ter, muft produce a more fenfi- 
Jble and perfect effeft, than when divided/' 
But even this rule, he fays, muft be con- 
ftrued with dlfcretion and exceptions, or elfe 
what would become of the beautiful fcpifbdes 
of Homer and Virgil, and the . fecondary 
*chara&ers in the ancient dramas ? Metaftar 
fio, in his more than fifty years ftudy and . 
experience, has by his works, difcovered , 
what can be pradtifed with effedt, and what 
ought to be avoided, better than all the poetics 
of mere theorifts, can ever teach to drama- 
tic writers (p). 

Chaf. 

(o) Mr. Twining, in a liberal and comprehenfive note 
on that part of Ariftotle's poetics which treats of the uni- 
ties, after proving that Dacier, and other commentators, 
have erroheoufly afferted that the Stagirite literally and 
rigoroufly meant by the unity of time to conrine the action 
of L a tragedy to the limits of a jingle day y or nearly To"; 
and that the Greek tragic writers have always adhered to 
this- ruli^ fays: c; For this, and other inftances of the 
fame kind, I muft content myfelfwith referring tjie reader 
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Chap. VI. u Definition, divifion, &nd 
explanation* of the feveral parts of tragedy; 
Purgation of the paffions confidered — and 
whether it is produced only by means of 
terror and compaffion ?" 

Chap. VII. " Of the component parts 
land length of tragedy;" 

Chap- VIIL " The unity of hero (the 
principal ehara&er) does not imply unity of 
aft'ion/' 

Chap* IX. " Difference between a poet 
and an hiftorian. A piece in verfe* though 
the # fubje& is neither epic nor dramatic, is 
neverthelefs a poem* Of epifbdic fables. 
Of liirprizej and its different degrees/' 

Chap* X> " Divifion* and explication of 
fables* Defence of CorneiUe/' 

to the fenfible and well written EJlraito delta Poetica <PAri- 
Jlotile<> publiflied among the pofthumous works of Metafta- 
jfio, and which did riot fall intd my hands, till all my notes 
were written. It contains many ingenious and fagacious 
obfervations. The fubje& of the dramatic unities, in 
particular, is difciifled at large $ and, I think, in a very 
rrlafterly and fatisfa&ory way; And, with reipe& to the 
ftri& unities of tifne And placet he feems perfectly to have 
fucceeded in fhewing, that no filch rules, were impofed on 
the Greek poets by the critics, or by themfeltfes — nor are 
impofed on any poet, either by the nature or the end of 
the dramatic imitation itfelf.'* 

vol. in* b b Chap, 
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Chap. XL " Of difcoveries and revolu- 
tions,- and their different kinds dnd efFe&s- 
Of paffion. Doubts concerning the modern 
French rule, of not fhedding blood on the 
ftage." 

Chap. XII. " Of the length and propor- 
tion of the feveral parts of tragedy. Of 
the chorus. Of the number of a&s and 
perfonages. Of the airs in modern operas/* 
The chorus, for the lofs of which the 
enthuiliafts for antiquity makeiuch" heavy 
complaint, was originally a religious hymn 
to Bacchus, at the tiriafc of vintage; The 
afts of the drama were' long called epifodes> 
after they became of more confeqtieiice than* 
the chorus itfelf; but the public * ldhg ufed 
to them, would not fuffer a draiAa to be 
performed without a chorus, even when it 
had no connexion with the fable. At length, 
it became fo vulgar and uninterefting, that> 
like a company of modern pfalmodifts in a^ 
country church, the choral fingers were left 
in the midft of their performance by the 
audience, at the end of the piece, who would 
not ftay to hear them longer than they could" 
help. But though Mefaftafio" cenfures the 
abfurdity of this permanent chorus to every 
drama, he does not think it neceffary to 

Kibifli 
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b'ariifli evfcry fpecies of chorus from the 
ftage. " The theatre would lofe the privi- 
lege of availing itfelf with' dignity, delight,' 
and probability, of a 1 chorus in facrifices, 
triumphs, feafts, and on many fimilar occa- 
fiohs, in which it is extremely natural to 
fuppofe, that many perfons may concur in 
the fame fehtiments, and express therhfelves 
in the feme words/' He gives many other 
inftances, where a chorus may be introduced 
with propriety. 

He then proceeds to confider the number^ 
of ads, into which a dramatic fable fhould 
be divided ; and difputes the rule which 
feems to be laid down by Horace, for five 
a&s ; fhewing, from'* a paffage in one of 
Cicero's letters, that the ufual number of 
a&s in that orator's time, was three. And 
this was fb long eftablifhed into a law for 
operas in Italy, that ,feveral attempts at five 
afts, were there much difcountenahced. The . 
late philofopher, Diderot, was of opinion,, 
that three ads would be the befb diyifion of 
every drama : as they furnifhed a beginning, 
a middle, and an end {p). However, to lave 
the expence and* trouble of a' third dance 

(p) This divifion includes die perfeA u)boU> required 
fcy.Ariftotle. 

b b % (at 
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(at prefent the moft attra&ivc part of art 
opera) the whole bufinefs of mufical dramas* 
whatever it may he, muft conftantly be hud- 
dled into ttvo dEls. Metaftafio candidly ancf 
liberally fays, that " the number of a6ts in 
every drama fhould more, depend on the 
bulinefs to be tranfa6ted, than on rule and 
cuftom." But that operas, originally written 
in three a6ts, like all thofe of this poet him- 
felf, fhould be cut, mangled, and crujhed* 
rather than comprefled, into two a£is, for 
no better reafbn, is treating the remains of 
the venerable bard with the utmoft indig- 
nity, not to fay ftupid barbarity. 

After an ample difcuffion of the chorus 
and number of ads and charadlers, in the 
ancient tragedy, Metaftafio fays ; " Before 
we quit thefe fubjefts, it may be neceflary 
to enquire into the Revolutions of the chorus, 
and to what end its different motions were 
eftablifhed ; fometimes moving to the left, 
like the frimum mobile \ fometimes revalv- 
irig, like the planets, to the right; and 
fometimes relnaining ftationary, like the 
earth. But of the ufe and beauty of thefe 
aftronomical reprefentations, invented by the 
aricients J , or afcribed to them by the inge- 
nuity of modern critics, let every one judge 

for 
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for himfelf, All that feems neceflary for us 
to lay on this fubjedt, is", 'that (in performing 
the odes) the fongs or ftanzas which the 
chorus fung in thefe revolutions, took the 
names of Jlropbe, that is^ revolution ; anti- 
Jlrophe, counter-revolution ; and cpode, addi- 
tion to the fong* That the poet, in writing 
thefe ftrophes, antiftrophes, and epodes, 
compofed them in a different meafure from 
the reft of the tragedy ; fometimes quitting 
the Iambic, availing himfelf of the more 
quick and lively anapaeftic and trochaic feet; 
connefting together a certain determinate 
number of verfes, adapted to a particular 
periodical melody, which might be oftea 
repeated to other words in the fame meafure 
and cadence: that this more artificial mufic, 
which took its name from, the revolutions 
above-mentioned, was not only fung by the 
phorus alone, but fometimes by turns with 
thq adtors, and fometimes by the adtors 
without the chorus. And finally, it is ob- 
f?rvable, that thefe determinate melodies, , 
which may be repeated to different wprds, are 
exa&ly of the feme kind as the odes, fongs, 
and canzonets, in Italy, which have been 
faithfully preferved in their form and name, 
.being ftill univerfally called Jirofe andy?r*- 

V * 3 fette, 
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fette. Now what elfe are the airs of our 
mufical dramas, but the ancient Jiropbes (g) ? 
And why fuch an out-cry againft thefe Viii- 
ble and manifeft relics of the Greek theatre ; 
and from thofe very learned folks, who are 
always recommending to us the imitation of 
it? • •"'■ ■'" "" 

Chap. XIII. " Of the Protagoniftes, or, 
principal character, and of the unhappy ca- 
taftrophe, recommended by Ariftotle." 

Chap. XIV. " Of, terror, compaffion, and 
the wonderful. Of the different kinds of 
tragical a&ions." 

Ariftotle allows of but four events, that 
are proper fubje&s for tragedy. The jfirft is 
when the principal perfonage knows the evil 
which he or fhe is' perpetrating : as Medea, 
when (he murders her children. 

Th&fecoridj when the hero or heroine is 
ignorant of the atrocious deed, till after it 
is committed : as Oedipus, Alcmoeon, and 
Telegonus. 



"tDT 



(q) This defcription feems almoft to fit our old opera 
(ongs, in times of da capo^ if the ftrophe and antiftrophe 
be imagined, the firft and fecond (train of the air, and the 
epode, the addition to the fong. And a number of verfes 
to the fame periodical melody, refembles our ballads, or 
fongs of many ftanzas, to *ach of which the fame air is 
repeated* 

The 
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The third, wheij the perfonage, through 
ignorance, is on the point of committing, 
fome l^qrrid action, but is prevented by a 
fudden difcovery, as Msrope and Iphigenia. 

The foifrtb (which Ariftotle regards as the. 
worft aijid moft contemptible) when a cha- 
racter i$ about to commit a crime, but flops 
fliort at the infant he is going to execute 
his defign : as Haemon, in the Antigone of 
Sophocles, who was determined to kill his 
father. 

" Novy this fourth tragic circuipftance 
(fays Metaftafio) which is fo much difap- 
. proved by Ariftotle," appear^ to me (with all 
due deference to fo grejjit a mafter) capable 
of being excellently treated. If Hqempn, 
for example, when in the laft agonies near 
his dying Antigope, fhould have fuddenly 
{q^vi his father Creon appear, who had fo 
unjuftly and barbarpujly been the caufe of 
her death, and in a blind impetus of paffion 
had determined to kill him, but in the very 
act of 'giving the blovy, overcome by the 
paternal looks and voice, which he had been 
accuftomed to reverence, had found himfelf 
unable to fummon cpurage fufficient to over- 
come the compunctions of nature and long 
habits ; and, therefore, being unable to fave 
B B 4 his 
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his wife, or to avenge her death, in the 
violence of his rage and defpair, if he had 
killed bimfelfy the cataftrophe would have 
been one of the mod fpirited and affecting, 
that can be imagined : fince it would exprefs 
at once the higheft degree of interpft, which 
love, nature, rage, and defpair, united, could 
produce. Nor would there be wanting the 
ihdifpenfible Ariftotelian pathos, that is, the 
emotion which arifes from the view of the 
dying and the wounded." 

With refpect to confining all the fenfations 
excited by tragedy, to terror an4 pity, Me-. 
taftafio fays : " All the juft refpect which I 
feel for this great philofopher, is not fuffU 
cient to convince me, that tragedy, in its 
operations, can avail itfelf of 40 other in- 
struments than Terror and Compaflion. 1^ 
appears to me, that the admiration of vir- 
tue, under a thoufand different afpects; a$ 
friendship, gratitude, patriqtifjn, fortitude, 
generofity to foes, and innumerable other 
modifications ; as well as the abhorrence of 
the vices of the human heart, which often 
impede and oppofe thefe virtues ; all thefe, 
I fay, appear to me efficacious, and fair 
means of affording delight and inftruction, 
without eternally condemning the fpectator 

to 
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to tremble with horror, or weep wittj 
■jiffliaion." 

From this paflage, and from the whole 
tenour of his life and writings, it is mani- 
feft, that Metaftafip was no terrorijt. An'4 
though Ariftotle, in the thirteenth chapter 
of his Art of Poetry, has pronounced, 
" that to be the beft conftrudted tragedy 
which ends unhappily ;" yet Mr. Twining, 
}n his notes on this chapter, after allowing 
that " nothing feems more juft, or more 
accurately expreffed, than Ariftotle's idea of 
the end of tragedy ; that it is to give that 
pleafure> which arifes from pity and terror 9 
fhrough imitation" — my dvo i\t*s xai po/3* h* 
ptpnirm H*w w*( x<ntv*£w— Cap. xiv. (Tranfl. 
P. II.. fed. 13.) very much to my fatisfa&ion, 
^dds, " but the Greek tragedians will be 
thought, I believe, by moft modern reader 
to have fbmetimes puflied this principle ra- 
ther too far, and to have excited a degree of 
horror, which even the charms of imitation 
cannot well be conceived to have fbftcned 
into pleafurable emotion ; and it appears to 
to me, that Ariftotle himfelf inclined to this 
opinion, and that he intended this chapter as 
a leffori of caution to the poets againft this 
excefs. He feems plainly to have confidered 
4 the 
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thfe aSlual murder pf a ractther, a fon,.a 
brother, and the like, as incidents rather 
too horrifele to be exhibited in any \yay. . If 
the deed mujt be done, let it, he fays, if 
poffible — if the ftory tyill permit it-r-be dfl^ip 
igjaorantly. JJiit it will be fti.U better, if ypy - 
can Wfp}d 4pi^g it entirely ; if you can coji T 
trive to make the expectation, combined with 

■ * J * ... i. i ' * » - . . . t . 1 .. . 

tlie atr.ocioufnefs of the event expected, an- 
fyrer your purpofe, by raifing as much anxi- 
ety, commifferatioi^ and terror ip the fpec-r 
fcttpr, as may confift with the pleqfure which 
is the end of tragedy, and then relieving 
him at laft, by prevention, ajt th,e very mo- 
ment of execution." And this has been 
almoft invariably the practice of Meta- 
$afio. 

, The e^cpllent interpreter and commenta- 
tor of Ariftotle, juft quoted, has cited a paf- 
fage from RoufTeau, againft the excefs pf 
tragical terrorifm y which feems perfectly in 
pnifon with Meta/jtafio's opinion on the fub- 
je$t. In concluding his Nouyelle Blo/jte, the 
dtizen of Geneva fays : " I am unable to 

• , . »/ . ...... -.wis'.. 

conceive what pleafure the authors of many 
of pur tragedies can take, in imagining cha- 
racters fo full of wickednefs and horror, and 
jutting tbemfehes in the place of thofe tbey 

reprefent t 
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reprefentj making them aft and fpeak fuch 
things, as it is impoffible to fee or hear 
without fhuddering/' 

With refpefit to the ufiial pra&ice of ter- 
minating operas happily, it may afford fbme 
gratification to the curiofity of thofe who 
intereft themfelves in luch exhibitions, to 
trace it from the firft dramas of modern 
times, that were recited in mufic. 

Rinucciniy author of Eurydice) the firft 
regular opera, treated the well-known ftory 
of Orpheus differently fropi Virgil, in order 
to terminate his piece happily. In this drama, 
OrpheuS obtains Eurydice from the fhades, 
by the power of fbng, unconditionally : in- 
deed, the author apologizes to his patronefs, 
Mary of Medicis, in celebration of whole 
nuptials with Henry IV of France, ir\ 1 600, 
it was written, for having dared to alter the 
termination of the fable of Orpheus ; justi- 
fying himfelf by its being a time of jubila- 
tion ; and adding, that it was the pra&ice of 
the Greek poets in other fables : Sophocles, 
in his Ajax, had deviated from Homer in a 
fimilar manner. Rinuccini, eight years 
after, wrote a fecond opera, Arianna, 
which he calls a tragedy, though this like- 
wife terminates happily, by comforting the 

unfortunate 
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wnfortunate princefs, who had been abftn* 
<Ioned by Thefeus, with a celeftial fpoufe, 
in the char«a£ter of " J&ccbus, ever fair and. 
young/' 

Thefe two firft mufical dramas, perhaps* 
Served as models for fubfequent exhibitions 
of the fame kind : for in examining a com.- 
plete colle&ion of all the operas that havp 
ever b^en performed .at Venice, £rom ; 1637 
to fhe prefent time,. ** Medea's murdering 
knife" fepms never to have beep ufed js and 
the Protagonjftes, contrary to thp precept of 
Ariftotle, generally proceeds from bad tp 
good, and pot from bad to worjfe, of fropa 
Jiappinefs to mifery (r)> 

Not one of Apoftolo Zeno's numerous 
operas, has an unhappy cataftrophe; an<J 
put of twenty-fix dramas of Metaftafio r 
only three, Dido 7 Cpto, ancj Atiljus Rtgulus, 
terminate in a difaftrous mapper, - When 
Cato was firft performed at Rome, ip 1728^ 
and killed himfelf in the thir4 apt, the piec? 

• (r) Indeed the modern Pyramus and Tbijbe^ died like 
two fwans, in an opera of that name, in 1774 ; they were 
half an hour in the tuneful agonies of death ; and the per- 
formers Rauzini and the Schindlerin 9 being refufcitated 
by an encore^ delighted the audience with their own deaths 
Jwg> a fefcond time, 

• " ' was 
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Was ill-received ; and the next day, an ad-* 
vertifement. was found on the ftatue of 
Pafquin, ** inviting the company of death 
to the funeral of Cato, who lies extinB hv 
ihe Theatre delle Dame" 

It has been faid that the emperor Charles , 
VI, having an utter averfion to terrific ter- 
minations of the dramas that were perform- 
ed at his court, and wifhing to lend the 
audience home in good humour from the 
theatre, Stampiglia, the imperial laureat, 
and his fiicceffors, Apoftolo Zeno, and Me- 
taftafio, to gratify the tafte of their patron, 
reverfed the Ariftotelian canon, and changed 
the fortune of their heroes from bad to good. 
But this feems to have been the genefal 
practice of much more ancient lyric poets 
than thefe. In all Metaftafio's beft dramas, 
which terminate with the happinefs of the 
principal characters, there are previous fcenes 
of infinite diftrefs and pathos, arifing from 
events and fituations of fuffering virtue. 
To fee a magnanimous and virtuous charac- 
ter, after great trials and fufferings, by which 
he has gained our affection, pafs from mi- 
fery to a ftate of happinefs, is more inftnic* 
tive,- as well as morte grateful, to the human 
heart, than the death of villains, or of thofe 

who, 
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who, like Oedipus, fufFer every fpecies of 
woe for inevitable crimes, committed through 
ignorance. It is rather danger than terror 9 
which awakens our pity in the tragedies of 
Metaftafio* 

The cavalier Planelli (i), one of the beft 
Italian writers on the melodrama,* or opera, . 
fays : that " the diminifhing the horrors of 
tragedy, whatever Mifanthropes may fay, is 
a certain proof of the progrefs which urba- 
nity, clemency, and benevolence, have made 
in modern times. The ancient Greeks, de- 
fended from the barbarous ,and ferocious 
nations which firft inhabited that country, 
retained, in their moft civilized cities, a 
tafte for terrific and fanguinary exhibitions. 
The tragedies which remain of the three 
great models, all breathe that national fpirit* 
The characters, indeed, in thefe dramas, are 
magnanimous and grand ; but, at the fame 
time, impetuous and inhuman. To move a 
people, accuftomed to horror, it was the^ 
bufinefs of tragedy to adopt fables, full of 
the moft atrocious and difaftrous events, or 
little attention or fuccefs could be expected * 
from their reprefentatioh. But modern tra- 

(s) DeWOfera in Mufica TrattaU. Napoli. 1772. 
8vo. 

gedy, 
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gedy, cultivated by a people many ages ci- 
vilized, friends to commerce, hofpitable to 
Grangers, and' profeffing a religion which 
ihfpires chanty, niildnels, peace, compaflion, 
and beneficence, if it did not diminifh atro- 
city, would difguft, beyond the power of 
poetry and mufic to lupprefs." 

Metaftafio certainly meant this EJiratto 
and' commentary as an apology for deviating 
from 'the Stagirite in his, own practice, 
though he had not the courage to publilh it* 
But in writing for modern mufic, he fiirely 
had' powerful reafohs for extending the fob* 
jects of his dramas beyond mere terror and 
coiiipaflibh, to which Ariftotle, and his im- 
plicit followers, think all tragedy fhould be( 
confined". Our poet has, indeed, fucceff- 
fully viblated this canon of the ancient dra- 
matic legiflator, by exciting an intereft in 
the fufferings and rewards of every public 
and fbcial virtue : fubjects more appropriated 
to mulickl expreflion, than the terrors ex-, 
cited by atrocious crimes and dire calamities* 
This is ftill' adhering to another aftertion of 
Ariftotle : that the chief end o/ tragedy is 
to purge the pdjfibhs. The mental cathartic^, 
indeed of the modern lyric bard are not 
violent, but rather lenient and anodyne, than 
3 cauftics 



fcauftics or ftimulants* The ridicule j£r e> 
qiiently thrown upon finging in pain, d^ 
trefs, and mifery, by perfons ignorant that 
ancient tragedies, with all their terror^ 
xVere conftaiitlyyktfg, wis a fiifficient mo- 
tive to Metaftaiio to. try t6 enlighten the' 
jniblic, by his remarks on particular dqq? 
trines of Ariftotle. Indeed, thofe who ei- 
ther hear or perufe the dramas of Metafia- 
fio,.with a determination to allow him no 
Aierit, but that to which he is intitled by 
his implicit obedience to the decrees of An- 
footle and of French critics, or the fervilp 
ipitation of tne ancient Greek poets, rob 
him of much juft praife, and themfelves of 
pleafure, in not giving way to their own 
reafbn and feeling, i^iftead of judgjing by 
line and rule. .The delight which he has 
excited on the ftage, with the afliftance of 
mufic, and in the clofet, with that of ub^ 
biaffed tafte and fenfibility, feems juftly.ta 
intitle him to more praife as an original wri-> 
ter, than could be due to him for mere claf-* 
fical larceny or imitation. What but obli- 
vion, did his learned preceptor Gravina ac- 
quire by his tragedies, written exactly ob^ 
the 'Greek model? Our countryman, M|> 
Mafon's tragedies on that plan, will ever be 

admired 
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admired, in perufal, for the exquifite beayty 
of the poetry ; but it is yet a doubt, whether 
they will ever have due juftice done them on 
the ftage, for which, indeed, he never in- 
tended them, nor did he expert they could 
fucceed in reprefentation, as originally writ- 
ten. 

It has been faid, that Mr. Gray ufed 
to difpute the merit of Metaftafio ; and 
would not allow his dramas to be legiti- 
mate tragedies, or apy thing more than 
mere fketches, or outlines of tragedy, com- 
pared with the expanded dramas of his 
favourites, Racine and Voltaire. His friend, 
Mr. Mafon, has lately been more liberal, in 
acknowledging the merit of the Italian lyric 
poet, ia a note (p. 102) of his ingenious 
EJays on Englifh Church Mufic. u How 
great a dramatic writer (fays he) would 
Metaftafio have been, if not compelled, in, 
fubferviency to his mufical compofers, to 
furniih them only with Libretti ! It muft, 
however, be allowed, that his lyrical dramas, 
as originally written, in refped to theatrical 
contrivance; and judicious developement of 
the ftory, infinitely excel the generality 
of our modern tragedies." 

vol. in. c c But 
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But befides the merit allowed bin* by Miv 
Mafon,' the beauty of Metaftafio's fentiment* 
and poetry, have been the admiration of all 
Europe, for more than fifty years. - x 

Modern mufic is, perhaps, too. florid for 
narrative poetry. The airs certainly impede 
the hufinefs of the drama, , and ufurp an a*-* 
tention of another kind. It is doubtlefs true, 
that if mufic had been out of thft queftioja, 
Metaftafio's dramas might have been eafily 
n>ore expanded, and rendered fitter for de- 
clamation, and, perhaps, perafaL But one of 
the greateft difficulties which Metaftafio had 
to encounter, and for the vanquishing of 
which he has been the moft admired by thofe 
who have ftudied the mufical drama, was 
the compreffing the fables he chofe, into ib 
ftnall a compafs, yet rendering all his plots 
clear, his principal chara6ters ftrongly mark- 
ed and confiftent, and his fentiments tender, 
nervous, or philofophical, as occafion required. 

If Metaftafio, in writing for . mtificj had 
expanded fentiment in filch long fpeecfres^ 
as thofe of which Mr. Gray has left us ex* 
amplcs,. in the Fragment of his Agrippina^ 
f us dramas might. have been-jcalledj&f trd- 
rredies, but would never- have fucceeded as 
eperas, m Which fentiment is' expanded by 
* ' J "" vocaf 
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%ocal txfYtfJion, fctifirig from fitifeifidri; more 
thai? by Verbal drticuldtibn (/)• . 

Regarded as pieces for declamation, the 
chara&ersand fentirnents are riot fufficiently 
expanded J but, as fnufical dramas, they are in 
iall refpe&s the inoft fjerfeft that halve ever 
been produced. . 

(£) GiulioS'trozzi, one of the early lyric poets of 
Venice/ in his Delia, an opera performed in that city, 
1639^ entirely in recitative, ten years before any thing 
like ah sir 'tf as attempted ; after faying^' in an kdver- 
tifement at the end of the Libretto, that he had cut out 
more than 300 verfes in the reprefentation of his opera, 
that h£ might not dbufe the patierice of the audience, 
add$i th&t " it is the duty of a poet to relinquifh his 
jlourijbes and diyifibns (fue Gorgbe) which are his digref- 
flons and epifodes, to make room for the divifions (P<?f- 
faggi) of the fingers." No time is kept in recitative ; 
to that the finger wds allowed td dilate and embelliih 
fentiment, ad libitum* A poet was then more at the 
mercy of the finger, than of the compofer ; and when 
Vobd powers are great, anil (as ofteri happens)' out-fun 
propriety and discretion, the performer will not wait for 
1 ^moments of paflion to difplay his tafte, execution, and 
expreflion, but will riot in florid fong 9 whenever a liquid 
fyllable or open vowel fhall occur. Marchcfi has re- 
vived this primitive cuftom of gracing recitative, not 
morfc to the (atisfa&ion of the poet, or favourable to 
the bufinefs of the drama, perhaps, than long introduce 
r toryfympbanies, or aric di bravura, of which the admirers 
of fiinplicity in the narrative mufic of the drama, fo 
much complain. 

c c % u In 
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« In every work regard the. writer's end 9 ., ,-, ( ;^ 
Since none can compafs more than they intend" 

Mr. Gray's feverky of decifion concerning 
the merit of Rouffeau's Nouvelle E/oi/k 9 is 
little lefs furprifing than his blindnefs to the 
merit of Metaftafio. Among all the citizeh 
of Geneva's faults and Angularities, injipidity 
and want of intereft, we believe, has never 
been laid to his charge, by any other wri- 
ter. 

The reft of the chapters of Metaftafio^ 
Abftraft, which, in all, amount to twenty- 
nine, are replete with learning, ingenuity, 
good tafte, and, above all, with good fenje ; 
which, according to Horace, is the firft qua- 
lification of every writer : 

Scribendi refit, fapen eft et princlpium et forts. 

A. P. ▼. 309. 

. It was intended to have concluded thefe 
Memoirs, with a tranflatioii of the whole 
Eftratto, not only as a fpecimen of our au- 
thor's ftyle in profe, but abilities in criticifm j 
but the great number of his letters which 
have been inferted, will not allow fufficient 
{pace for a work of fo confiderable a length/ 
in the prefent publication. And as {or the 
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-additional three Volumes of "his* inedited 
works, frientioried in the Preface, and of 
Vhich I was extremely ambitious of being 
the firft to give'a detailed account to the 
Engliih admirers of Metaftafio ; after em- 
ploying every probable means which my ea- 
gernefs to be in poffeffion of them, previous 
to the publication of thefe Memoirs could 
fuggeft, I have, at length, had the mortifica- 
tion to hear from Vienna, that the printing 
the w6rk which Mademoifelle Martines had 
Yeafon to expert would be ready for publica- 
tion iii April laft, has been impeded by the 
'death of the Italian . printer, Albertl. And 
now tlie fame Vienna correfpondent writes 
Word, that oh the 23d of laft month (De- 
cember) to his further enquiries, he had only 
received for aiifwer, that " the work would 
be pubfifliled early in the next month: the 
fame anfoer Svhich had been given for feven 
months paft." So that, for the prefent, I 
muft content myfelf with giving my readers 
the opinion of an excellent Italian critic on 
the moft inlerefting article among thefe .poft- 
humous pieces, which he has feen in manu- 
fcript. 

u Befides the AbftraSi of the Poetics of 

Ariftotlc, another precious monument exifts 

c c 3 of 



of Metaftafio's profound ftudy of the,Grask- 
dramatic writers. A manufcript h in the 
pofleffion of his executors, fuperfcribed witji 
his own hand : E/ame diAutte le Tragedie e 
Commedie. Grecbe per foccorJQ delta mia memo- 
rial e non per pubblicarji.. By. the friendly 
kindnefs of the learned counfellor Martinez, 
I have been indulged with the perufal of tjiis 
MS. in which the remarks are exte^ed to 
the terra incpgriita of ordinary critics; Jierp 
we fee reaibns affigne^.for apparent defers, 
which the pra&ice of the tjmest rendered ns? 
cefl^ry $ and here we haye a molt exadt pa^ 
rallel of the whole pieces an& their f onftitu* 
ent parts, dra\yn up with the mpfi gajjtjv^t* 
ing clearnefs and fagacity.^ r And herg^ we 
may perceive, that it was not from the writ* 
ings of Calderon (as has been carelefsly an£ 
erroneoully aflerted) bijt frqm the ■ Gj-ee^; 
poets, that he learned the a# of waving 
his plots, and the exqnifite reflexions, max- 
ims, and political principles, with which 
his dialogues arc embellifhed, and which, to 
common judges, fcem lcattered at i;andpp ; 
but which w.ere drawn, from the. pureft and 
deepeft fprings, and with a moft mafterly 

oecbnomy, . 
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oeconomy^ altyaj;$ appropriated to different 
climates, ages^fofy^jand cuftoms (*)." , 

. v J, — ■* ! * y, „ 1 



TO THE SHADE OF METASTASIS 

IF ftili allow'd to liften, honour'd {hade ! 
And mortal forrows. reach the happy dead, 
Oh ! hear with fenfibility.my ftrain, 
Nbr humble tears, nor heart-felt grief difdairi ! 
■No views fimfter nbw fufpicions raife 
That adulation miniftersi. thy praife; . :• ...'.* 

. Thy .worth a#4 virtues* precious to { ma^}cjnd, 
Have long with veneration fill'd my ; mind. ■ , 

Thy lenient ethics mitigate each fmart, 
And, while they flatter, purify the heart* • 
The furious paiEons are at thy qontrdul, 
A»d each emotion of the human foul. 

, Loft rauft that mortal be,' v^ho hears in vaiii 
Thy moral leffon, or thy pious ftrain ! 
To Love thy pen could dignity impart,' * ' ' 
Devoid of vice and each infidious ait ; ' ; ' 
Nor haft thou ever deign'd his caufe to plead, 
Unlefs when worth and honour claim'd the meed, - 
The friend of virtue in a gay difguife, 

' Whujh captivates alike the weak and wife ;. 
'jthe diflolute and lawlefs patient hear 
^JThy tale of woe, and drop a pitying tear. 

(«) OJferyazioni fqpra Metajlafto del? Abate Bertola* 
Paffaip, 1784. 8vo. 

.:■ ' ■ v 
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The font of Epicurus learn to feel, 

The wounds of fufPring worth, and wHh to heal ; 

Infenfibly the hardeft hearts dilate v 

At noble deeds, and fain would imitate. 

Benignant p«w 9 r ! humanity to charm, 
And all its vile propenfities difarm ; 
Not by harfh rules, which ne'er convince the 

mind, 
Nor pious cant, of more infipid kind : 
More fweet thy moral fong, in virtue's praife. 
Than fporting firens could to pleafure raife ; 
Nor for the ftage, was virtue ever dreft, 
In fuch a pleafing, fuch alluring veft. 

Long may thy precepts regulate the heart, 
And joy feraphic to mankind impart ! 
Long may thy dulcet meafuresMufic guide* 
And tafte and feeling over art prefide f 
While intelledtual radiaiice beams around, 
And to the heart points each impaffion'd found ! 
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jTxFTEk the preceding fheets were print- 
ed, and the prefs was clofed, I accidentally 
heard, that previous to the publication of 
the Three Volumes of Metajlajio's Pojibumous 
Works, at Vienna, an itinerant German 
Colporteur, or book pedlar, hearing ^of the 
folicitude with which thefe books had been 
fought by the Englifh, in that. city, during 
many months, contrived to get the ftart of 
the trade by procuring, by fome unknown 
means, the pofleffion of feven or eight copies 
of each impreflion of the work, with which 
he arrived in England a fortnight ago ; during 
which time he had been hawking his inefti- 
triable little bale of Metaftafian goods, with- 

-;\.-'-W ' out 
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out fuccefs ; owing to the price he let upon* 
it being fo enormous, that no importer ef 
foreign books would venture to deal with 
him; nor would he part with a Jingle fet 9 
on any terms, x However, by the favour of 
a perfon in whofe hands they were left for a y , 
day or two, I obtained a fight of them for 
juft three hours ; during which fhort period, 
I made the following hafly remarks, with 
which I prefent my readers, as addenda to 
the Memoirs of the Poet's Life and Writings* 

The firft volume contains his Obfervationsr 
on the Greek Dramatifts, to which there is no 
other preface or iritrodu&ion, than the fol- 
lowing; . ' 

Notadi alcuni ojfervazioni da mefattefopr^ 
tutte le Tragedie e tommedie Greche che ciri~ 
mangono r perfoccorfo della mia memoria. " MI* 
nutes of fome obfervations which I have 
made on all the Greek Tragedies and Come* 
dies that are come down to us, to afllft my 
memory."' 

He begins with the Tragedies of -^Esch y«? 
lus ; feven of which only have been pre- 
ferved, out of ninety-feven which he isfaicj 
to have written. Metaftafio^ an^ilyfis q£ 
'Prometheus chained, the firft of jEfchyhis's 
gramas, was the only one ofthefe ftttrt 

articles 
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articles which I had time to read. Of this 
he fays : . . 

" It is difficult to chara&erize this dram^ 
it is fo extravagant and fantaftical., The 
fcene is a horrid rock. < Force and Viqlence f 
perfonified, order Vulcan, in the name ofjur 
piter, to chain Prometheus to this rock, foj 
having too rpuch favoured human kind* 
Vulcan executes the command, though with 
much reluctance ;. and not only binds evejy 
part of the cuipritVbpdy to the rock.witn 
iron chains, but fattens hi§ breaft to it -with 
adamantine nails. PrGmetheus, after : ,thjs ? 
is left alone to curfe the tyranny of Jup # i|»r f 
In the mean time, the daughters' of Thetis 
arrive on the \yingsof the wind^ to ,fonii 
the chorus. They tell him, that they Jbad 
heard the .ftfokes ,pf the, hamhaqr i>i theif 
grotto at the T bottom of the fea r and jyerc 
copae to confdle him, and to learn the qqca~ 
fjon of, his difgrace. Prometheus, in the 
dreadful ftate in which they found hipi, re? 
lates in a sircumftantial manper, the bene- 
fits which . he had conferred on mankind* 
Saying,, that Jupiter, the yfurper^f Saturn'ij 
kingdom, was ^tyrant, and would. j^fde T 
throped by another, whom, he (Prometfoeus) 
^new, but whofe name he would ,uot reveal^ 

The 
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THe chortis counfels him to fubmiflionVbut 
he refufes to comply. At. length Oceanus 
arrives on a winged monfter, neither de r 
fcribed nor named, on a vifit to the fiif 7 
ferer: pities him, and offers his interpofitioh : 
It is' reje&ed, and after a long debate, hp 
departs to the found of Triton's trumpet. 
The chorus weeps, and advifes him to b6 
calm and fubmiffiye ; but all in vain! TJiey 
ar 6 interrupted by the arrival of a furious 
cow ; that is, by the daughter of the rive* 
Inachus. Prometheus, in fpite of the nails 
in his breaft, manifefts much curiofity to 
know the hiftory of this cow. She, witljt 
great eloquence, fatisfies him ; and he, in 
correspondent terms, tells her her fortune. 
A fit of madnefs agitates the cow, and flic 
q,uits the ftage. Prometheus, ftill obftinate ? 
continues his imprecations. Mercury enters^ 
and by command of Jove, orders him to de- 
clare who it is that will dethrone him, on 
pairi of a violent encreafe of his torments. 
Prometheus laughs at his threats; infults Ju- 
piter and his mefTenger, when the heaven^ 
grow dark, and a furious ftorm of wind, 
|hunder, and lightning, enfues. Prome- 
theus cries out, invoking Themis (or Juftice) 
to terminate the tragedy. 
"" Father Brumoy will not abfolutely 

allow, 
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allow, that Jo appears in the form of a 
cow ; but the author, at verfe 590, calls her 
Btf'xff i#, bubulis prtedita cornibus : and at verfe 
$7$, Kigawi cornuta; and the fcholiaft ex- 
plains 1n? lif ftp /*IT«|3Afl<&f *cw . 

" There being only a fingle chara&er 
chained to a rock, who receives a few vifite, 
it would have been difficult not to preferve 
the unity of place. But Pere Brumoy thinks 
^Efchylus wonderful in having invented this 
unity." 

Being, at length, in poffeffion of a copy qf 
this pofthumous publication, over which my 
power is unlimited, I (hall extend my exr 
tra6is of the poet's remarks on the Greek dra- 
matifts, and give a (hort account of the reft 
of the contents of thefe volume?. .,' ^ 

" The /even chiefs againjl Theses., This 
tragedy can hardly be called a drama, con- 
lifting only of extreme long choral odes,, and 
a (hort narrative. The ftyle is extremely 
lyrical ; full of metaphor and imagery, par- 
ticularly in the chorufes. The fable finishes 
at the 823d verfe, with the death of the two 
hoftile brothers. The reft of the play con- 
fifts of weeping and wailing, apd a decree of 
the people concerning the funeral rites of 
the (lain, granted to Eteocles, and denied to 
jPolyojces* Antigone wi(hes ,to bury the 

fatter ; 
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latter ; but is oppofed by the herald, attd th£ 
tragedy ends, without the audience knowing 
how it will be determined. So that : the 
unity of aftion is violated, and the fable left 
unfinifhed. Tljere is a 4eene between Eteo- 
cles and the chorus, againft the importutfity 
of fearful women, which is long, ufelefs, and 
comic. 

" The Per/tans. It is difficult to fay what 
is the real fubjed of this tragedy. The 
repetition of the narrative of the defeat of 
the Perfians at the battle of Salamis, and the 
perpetual lamentations of the chorus* of aged 
Satraps, compofe the whole drama. * Atofla* 
the mother of Xerxes, by a kind of magical 
incantation, evokes the fhade of Darius her 
hufband, to give her counfel and news of he* 
fon Xerxes. The ghoft knows nothing of 
what has happened, and has it to learn. But 
afterwards tells her, that Xerxes was ill- 
advifed to contend with Greece. And ertf 
he difappears, gives the following advice ttf 
the old men. k .!■„■ 

« My ancient friends, fareWe! : and ^midft feirfe illS lI ' 

" c - Each day in pleafure bathe your droojtfn^fpiF^, * 

4 For trqafured riches nought avail: thrdeti' : : ■ : n 

4 ■ ' ■ " Atoflfc 
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> -: -h AtofCfe-h^asiflgvCif : thergfte^t flaughtertf 
the Persians, ftnd the fhameful flight other 
fon, fays; : ' i 

c Unhappy fortune, what a tide of ills 

* Burfts oVr me ! Chief this foul difgrace, which Aid Ws 

* My ftn divefted 6f his rich attire, 

t < His royal robes all rent y diftra&s my thoughts^ A ■■, 
c But I will go, chufe the moft gorgeous veft, . 
f And hafte to meet my fon/ 

: ' ■ * ■' ■ Potter. 

-r ■ " At length* Xerxes appears with a lift of 

:the flain; exhorts the chorus to tear his hair, 

beat his breaft, rend his garments, and: join 

with him in loud lamentati©n6. And 1vith 

! Chis alternate fymphony, the tfegedy -ead£~ 

" Agamemnon. This is unariirnb&fly^ al- 
lowed by the literary world, to be th&moft 
^difficult and obfeure of the tragedies -of 
^jfSElchylus, abounding with ported and 
-daring metaphors, with figures and ideas that 
?only belong to lyric poetry;- > Thd plot is 
cthe aflaffination of Agameqcuion, byjGiytem- 
neftra and iEgifthus. The perifon b£ Agk- 
memnon is little feen ; he only appears once, 
and : what iheiiays, is jaot : fuffipient_to,forBilh 
an jdea of his ehaqa&er. That of the^falfe, 
perfidiouB^artd-emel 1 Glytemfaeftra, fe : well 
drawn* The chorus is animated, obfeure, 
♦V-i-.;/; '■ *- ■ and 
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and lyrical: the enthufiafKc* pfedrdKott^'or * 
Caflaridra are of the fame kind. Theltra^edf^ ,: T 
begins with a watchman, or fehtinel,* whd oi: 
fpeaks from the top of the royal palace';** 1 
Clytemneftra having placed him there^ t6 n:t 
difcover when a lighted flambeau was to be 
feen, which would difcover the ruin of Troy : lT 
And this was to be communicated byper- :r * 
fons placed at equal diflances from mount "' ; 
Ida aiid Argos* The flambeau is feen, and"' M 
foon after a meffenger arrives, as fwiff l as ~ 
lightning, with the news of the taking of : 
Troy. *'•'/ *"'■; 

" In this, as well as in other (pfrefek' trk- : 
gedies, at the opening of a door ifl the ffcene^ - L ; 
the dead body of the perfon flain is difcoveftd; 
and often of many perfons, not very eafy t&- : 
comprehend. In like manner, the words and " : ! 
cries of peffbns are heard in the ftreet or : 
fquare, wfco arie killed in the interior palace. r " 
In this tragedy, the murderers remain un- ; ' r 
puniflied. " '" LK "" " '* 

" The Cboefhora, or Bearers of Libation*. /'- 
The fubjeft of this tragedy is the fatxte *s ■'- : 
that to which Sophocles and Euripides hav£ Vii 
given the title of Ele&ra. ^fchylus Ayles : < 
thofe faxAt^Choephora who "were in tfit* * ,J 
feryiVe of ~ Clytemneftra; bttt ^araaJ't* * '* 
^ ; Elcftra, 
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E'le&rai and who follow her with the liba- 
tions to be made to the tomb of Aganqlem- 
non. The fiyle, as ufual, is tuinid arid figu- 
rative to excefs ; but the eonduft, in general, 
fimple and naturals 

"In all the three Eleftras^ probability 
feems Wanting for the fuccefs of Oreftes's 
enterprife } but in this j more than in the 
others. Oreftes, alone, unknown in the 
royal palace of his dnemy* kills his mother, 
and the tyrant* without a fingle guard* 
domeftic; or any one crying out or oppofing 
him* The fcene in which Oreftds bar- 
baroufly obliges his mother to enter the 
palace for him to murder her on the dead 
Ixxly of ^Egifthus, is.fuch an atrocious ad of 
inhumanity, that Pere Brumoy himfelf, who 
ufed to be tranlported with ©very thing con- 
cerning the golden age of Athens, is obliged 
to confefs this tranladion to be infupport- 
able. 

" Clytemheftra, at verfe 893* in order to 
move her fon to compaffion, that he might 
not kill her, opens her breaft, and reminds , 
him of the milk which he had fucked from 
it* And a Uttlff before, verfe 754, the uurfc 
of Oreftes, having thought hua dead, weeps 
over him, and reminds him of the fatigue 

vofc. in. D d which 
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which ihe had had in bringing him up .* not 
forgetting ta mention the .iiKonvemertfjC 
which he had put her to, during his Uttjfj; 
natural wants. -"■• -o 

" To enjoy thefe beauties, wc fhould JpQ 
enabled to tranfport ourfelves to thafe yene-r, 
rable ages, when fiich things were admired^ 
as profane moderns are* unable to compre*, 
hend. 

" The Eumemdes, or Furies., The a&ioiK 
of this drama is the trial or absolution of. 
Oreftes. It begins in the temple of Apollo 
at Delphos. At the opening, the old Pythi*. 
appears, who makes a long invocation- to ajL^ 
the prefaging divinities, and retires to place 
herfelf on the tripod^ but is ieen no more 
throughout the tragedy, nor is it known why 
flie appeared, nor why fhe did not return. 

: " At v- 93, Oreftes, conduced by ' Mer- 
cury, quits the temple of Delphos* tfr go tfc 
that of Minerva at Athens. 

w* At v. 1 iy? the F&iies in *deep ftecp in?* 
the temple of Delphos, anfwer, while they 
are fnorjng* the (hade of Qytemneftr^jftha 
wiflies to wake them, that they may purfue 
Oreiftas* -and the ghoft fay$ j- What-! -do you 
fnore ? So cagtfr is the author Jthftt tfe audi- 
ence fhould Ichow and admire his iftventiojx 
~3' — "At 
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v< * AtV. 2 J5/0reftes appears in tHe tem- 
ple of Miheifva at Athens : and the INines,- 
after a few verfes, join him. A manifeft and 
cohfiderable breach of the unity of place* 
For if this is not a change of fcene, what is 
it? And yet Ariftotle does not referit the 
facrilege; It is well for jEfchylus, that he 
wis born fo many ages before M. d'Aubignac* 
who, I know not how, has diffembled this 
enormity of the father of tragedy; or let it 
efcape his obfervation. 

u At v* 663, Apollo feys, that the ton 
OW6S not his corporal exigence to his 
mother. '">/* 

— — She but the nuttfent foil 

That gives the ftranger growth* 

Procreat autemilktquimJiUt*. 

*■ This is one of thofe Gredaa jimpliftities 
whicfe i«o4c;ra : paJate$ cannot taft*. j; ; . -. 

" The Supplicants. The, conduct of thi* , 
fehle his ail the fimplicity & mugfh adt&ired 

y-rv ■ * ■'- ■ ' ' ■■■■.'';■ -' "•>■'■■ 

M Ekapiefc* (Whins the 6ine dodme ia Oxsfte* i v 

cov ^?*^^ 

^ , )ytof$ % *ufc ftfcU^ to thclu^r qyife 
An higher jjrertnee thea I dented vas due. 

,rfi'->i -j'iSf ' : »*i viU ..-lii.'^vi* ■..!*<* V-- ■ J '. * . \ Law ».".■;!■ :•._.■•:,.:. 

FoTTEJU 
•?/-* y ■■■ 
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by the fevere connoifleurs of Grecian theatri- 
cal perfedion. ' The fifty daughters of IJaf 
naus, f to avoid being wedded to their fifty 
coufins, the fons of yEgyptus, fly with thsir 
father, to demand an afylum of Pelafgus* 
king of Argos, and obtain it* The paucity 
of events is fupplied by the extreme inactivity, 
and prolixity, of the chorufes. The fcene is? 
near the fea fhore, where the images of the 
gods are placed, who prefide at the Athletic 
games, not far from the city of Argos. .^ 
" From v. 466, the Danaides, in ontef ,to 
induce Pelafgus to afFord the a(ylum which 
he grants, carry on with him the following 
ingenious dialogue : 

Chorus, (the daughters of Danaus). 

Seeft thou thefe braided zones that bind our 
robes? 
Pelafgus* Ornaments thefe that fuit your female ftate. 
Cbo. Know then the honeft purpofe thefe fhall fcrve 
Pelaf. What would thf wqrds intend? Explain thyfeTf 
Cho. If hdnuur (hall not guard this female train— 
Pelaf; '■ Howcan thefe binding zones (ccure your fofetyf 
Cfo. .; Hanging new trophies on thefe images. 
Pelaf : Myfterious are thy words 5 fpeak plainly to me. 
Cho. ' To tell thee plainly then, I mean ciirfelves. 

PoTTEK. 

" T ^P ;^ e gW c °f fclli * little dialogue 
needs, jip explanation, to thofe who by dint 
of learning are become Athenians 

" At 
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" At the fight of a fhip, which Danaus 
conjectures to be that which condu&s- the 
fifty Cons of ^Egyptus, he flies to the city to 
demand afliftance againft his perfecutors; 
without its being known, why he leaves his 
daughters, who being young and a&ive, might 
have gone on this bufinefs much better than 
their aged father, and not have been expofed 
to the violence of their coufins. The father 
leaves them, and a fingle herald from: their 
coufins comes to order them to embark, with 
him*' They refift. He offers to force them 
on board ; and they, though fifty in number^ 
can only defend themfelves by their fcreams< 
; " But help arrives. . Danaus has already 
been at Argos, and found Pelafgus ; told him 
their danger, the foldiers are embodied, and 
have marched to the fea-fide in the tirfie that" 
a few lines have been uttered. : 

" The herald being departed; ' king Fe- 
laigus Iiivites Daiiaus and his daughters to 
come to Argos, affigns them habitations in 
the city, and departs* Danaus* before . they 
fet out, gives his daughters fome wholefome 
admonition. But the thing which he re- 
commends to them in the molt anxious ancj 
prolix manner, is, that they do not dijhonour 
him in a Jlrange land*, that they tifford no 
pD£ y ' * opportunity 
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opportunity for JcandaU but remain ojgpdeft, 
though young women art much: 4<Mifttd4o 
bve. ■ " ". .. ..■■.■■■■■-:;. I'Ja 

" Such an admonition in our times would 
be ufelefe and injurious, fuppofing that royal 
priucefles are incapable of failing. in thfeir 
duty ; hut in the time of -/Efcbylus* there 
were no fuch fuppofitions; and finjple nature 
was then xeprefentcd, which is the delight of 
our literati." 

After thus pointing out where the unities 
are violated, the plots imperfeft, the perpe- 
trators of horrid crimes unpunifhed, and 
delicacy and propriety wounded, according 
to modern ideas; Metaftafio gives '.a iketch 
of the life of j3£fchylus, and apologizes, not 
only for his imperfe&ions, but for being forced 
to point them out. 

" jEfchylus (fays he) was doubttefs the 
father of tragedy. He firft put narratives 
into a&ion, invented the ftage, tragic dreffes 
and maiks; fo that all the theatrical won- 
dcrs in fubfequent times are derived from 
his fublime inventions. We therefore owe 
him infinite gratitude and refpe&, and (hould 
exa& them from others, if the envious im- 
pertinence of pedants, in. order to depreciate 
"their cotemporaries* did not ftupidly ancj 

arrogantly 
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.fiffoganfly^xTKitk beyond fecafiire irh»t«^ 
WM v: i^rchtert5ble in ;hicn, which, ho«m*6r, 
ought to be refjpedtfully over-looked/ in gnl* 
ftitode 4br the incomparable merit ,af?a firft 
invention ; « and if proud of their lamentable 
bbfcrvations, they, did net ere6k therafchres 

inta legiflators of an art of which thejr arc 
wholly ignorant, and in which they have 
either had no experience, or when they havp 
had the preemption to attempt to "acquire 
it, have become the objc&s of public tlerifion. 

-Hence even rd^eftable men have hem 

(forced tb refleft, and declare to Ate world 
heiw little ■: is come down to us from' our 
pre<kceflbrs that is valuable % not with a view 
to diminish their fame, but. merely to tm- 

- flaa& the livid and falfe oracles of the poor 
.disfigured Parnaflus. 

-.'•"'■ The Ayle of jEfchylus is ftiblkae, figu- 
rati ve v and metaphorical toexcefs. \ Terror is 
'alwfysr the objeft vtfhich he*, propdfes r his 
-feht$li*fc averts, that in the replantation of 
, She Eumenides; many children tiled of. ftigtit, 
and^imnjr^pregiiant women ^mifcarried! 

- a ■ The : remaining , feveta tetgfcdks ; j pfi r So- 
^«00Lf8* } tW nnieteen of Eurip*j>esi;< aijd 
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tb£'*ek?Ven comedie&of ARisTOt«A*E^ua*p 
analysed in thcffiime concifeandchara&eriftiq 
maimer as *he dramas of jEfchylus. Mariy 
j^f .h»$'risefle¥ieii$ on^ the Greelf dtymiiiiffa 
halve beea inferted in th& ' Abftra# of th* 
Poetics -of Arjftotle. Jn/dcsd more irtftancw 
feera to have beep given by Metafltafio oftiio 
total ipattention to any rule concerning th? 
unities in Sophocles, Euripides, and Arifto r 
phaneu, than in JEfchylus ; op rather mopp 
proofs that po fpch rule exifted, when thefe 
gjrept fathers pf theatrical excellence flouriftv- 
ed« For when any one of the unities has 
efpaped violation ip their dramas, it feeiais 
more to have been by chance, than from any 
fixed rule or principle : as there is fierce any 
pne of their comedies or tragedies where 
they are entirely prefer ved ; though, there 
: ftre m»ny which- would have been much 
inj ured if they hud efcaped • violation* 

The extjrerpe difference ip ancient aqd 
Iftoderp times, of manners, morale religion, 
and even in the conftru&ion of theatres 
/genders- cjofe and fervile imitation of th c 
- Oreek dramatifts now inadmiflible ; though 
tthe bold, fublime, and noble fentiraents, the 
< heroic virtxi^s and ch$ra&er% and the . ex- 
it ' quifite 
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quifitc^bsaaaties af the conceptions, gnd raft* 
rality iifcthe poetry of the. jeboral .«4e$ v *BSA 
Stlwtys ej#it#tbgi wondered r$p*\M£ Qf fftSJV 
ptffou^diieajrniag and good tpfte^ifcall &g«$ 
^pd countries* where the cojiippfiti#i|s; of tfo 
ancient Greeks, we japderftopd in th$ origi r 
jial, qj\ -their, .tfue ipirit is. transfufed into 
pfbpr languages by translation. 

In. the- review of the Andromache of 
JLuripjdjbs, Metaftafio has ppjatgd put fuoh 
infiances in the language and fpnUnjeajs cjf 
that tragpdy ? as, if clqfely imitated or traa- 
flatedi wovjild be thought coarfe, inde£oroi% 
pud,far from, decent in ^ modern 4^wa- ;^ 
.. The ftffu^e^yqits $q^ 
apd impure language pf ths heroic pha# after?, 
Would npt be? djfficul^ fpr the moderns, to 
copy an4 adopt $ but the fublifpe b$§wties of 
fhe poetry, and fometimes,pf the fextfirnents, 
will never be made common by theft or 
ppen imitation in modern times, 

So licentious, fcurrilQus, and riot only $t$? 
paftip, but jnalignaqt a dramatift a? Aristq? 
pHANEf, was not likely tp be treated; with 
partiality by fo moral, benevplenti and de- 
corous a -writer* as Metaftafio; yet fo }uft f 
4i|criininatiypy and candid are his reflexions 
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tai the rfem«ih« df this riteteilefs eiieiny of 
Socrates and EuHpide&v thait his greatfcft J iA. 
mirersand imitators muft'alldw Inm to' lie 
treated with that temper and feirflefi^ with 
^which Ariftophanes never treated friend* at 
foes, or even the gods themfelves.' ^ 

After indicating the defe&s in the~p$ai| 
of his P/utus, Metaftafio fays: that " nbt- 
withstanding thefe cenfures, the dialogue df 
this piece is fo natural, full of grace, and the 
moft acute and poignant wit, that it raani* 
ftfts the genius, and rich mine of ridic&lc 
with which he was poffeffed. In the midft 
of the moft indecent deformities with whfcl* 
this comedy abounds, we fometimes meet 
>with traits of the moft fblid morality; 
particularly in the defence which Ptviirty 
makes of herfelf, which is worthy of Plato. 

" He regards the Female Orators, iitit lifefc 
Perci Bfumoy; as a fevere fatire on 1 wotiftfett, 
but rather as a fetire on' the inconftaffcy atid 
folly of the Athenian people, ift perjjetttally 
reforming and changing their form of go- 
vernment; adopting the vifibnsof the mrift 
extravagant proje&ors, provided they wetfe 
"new ; iand therefore the atithor recommends 
that womeh' fhould be pteced : at the head: tJf 

ttic 
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•the Aate, ;^s the only revolutionary - pro* 
je# left »nlT|e4f So that this is not the 
sjnoft ^decent of his pieces, a* has been 
^caeraUy iniagined, though certainly the moft 
&fgufting 5 as he has not fcrupled to intro- 
duce a magiftrate eating himfelf in the ftreet; 
during which time he is extremely witty to 
the fpe&ators, and gives them an ample dofe 
*pf Attic fait and pleafantry. ; 

" Ariftophanes (fays Metaftafio) was & 
poet of an extraordinary imagination and 
fjbquence; daring, impudent, malicious, and 
* contemner of all order, decency, humanity, 
probability, and alraoft common fenfe, in his 
allegories and allufions ; provided they gm- 
tified his fpite and fpleen. Plutarch* among 
the ancients, and Pere Brumoy, ki modem 
tiqacs, have declared this poet to be infxfffer- 
able among honeft ^nd well educated tnen in 
% &ay civilised country. He delighted th» Athe- 
&ian mob, by ridiculing every thing that w^s 
.venerable, and which had long been thought 
facred ; and his principal objeft was the 
definition of religion and morality, by bur- 
iel^uuig the jreaibning of Socrates, as modern 
pbilpfopher? do the facred writings and the 
doctrines, of the moil pio\1s and profound 
jtheologians." 

Among 
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i # J^mong Kh$fele£i .Letters wiiicK occupy. 
thp chief part of. this publication, mere are 
fevv*l which were not inferted in the five 
volumes of the Poet's correlpondence in jthe 
Nice edition of his works j but thefe.are 
neither fo long, nor, feemingly, lb important, 
ps many that have been omitted. In looking 
^t the index of letters that appear in thef^ 
additional volumes, I perceived one to the 
Eujprels Queen y feyeral to the Princefs di 
Jtelmontg ; three fo Goldoni ; three or four 
to Calfabigi ; twp to the celebrated chief of 
|he Bologna fchool of finging, Bernacchi; 
two to Diod^ti; two to Captain Beijiocafa ; 
one to Father Bofcovich ; one tp Mr. Hople, 
^^P ne to Cahufac ? that are not in the Nice 
edition. 

Of three notes written in French, by the 
£mpre£ Queen, to the imperial laure&t, twp 
have already been inferted in thefc Memoirs, 
The inedited poetry is very inConfiderable j 
and the. lkgtch of his life is chiefly takcij 
from Rezer's epitome. 

. His Will, made in 1765, and the C$Di- 
piL, dated 17J80, inferted at the end pf th^ 
thjrd volume, caught my atjteiftiqn ; a/cid I 
was very glad to find in them a clear and ia- 
Jipfedofy refutation of the want of affection 
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fof" his family, which has been unjtiftly laid 
to his'charge * ; and which, if true, would 
have cbnfiderably diminifhed the excellence 
of his moral character. 

It appears in his Teftament, made 1765, 
that he bequeaths to his brother Leopold 
(whom he calls his atnabiliJJimofrateUo) 50a 
Roman crowns a year (the intereft of 30,006 
crowns) a»d the fame to his fifter Barbara. 
To Mademoifeile Marianna Martinez, he 
leaves 12,000 florins, with his harpfichord, 
clavichord, mufic-books, arid book-cafe; and 
appoints her refiduary legatee, in cafe the 
furvived her brother Giufeppe. 

In the Codicil \ dated 1780, hh brother and 
Jifter being dead, he made a new and mote 
CQnfiderable difpofition of his effects in fa- 
vour of the Martinez family, with whom 
he had lived in uninterrupted friendfhip and 
affeftion, upwards of fifty years ; and to 
whole care and kihdnefs, during a long 
feries of ill health, he afcribed his longe- 
vity. 

Another draw-back from his fortitude 
find philofophy, which has been triumphantly 
made by thofe who, unfoundedly, accufed 

* See Vol. I. of thefe Memoirs, p. 112. 
2 him 
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him of an invincible repugnance t& fpealc- 
ing of old age, and death, is taken dW ; not 
only by his ^frequently ifcentfaniAgf bofti in 
his letters, with no more horror than other 
mortals ; but by the following paflage in his 
laft will : 

* 4 Having been affii&ed with a^vrry pre- 
carious ftate of health during forty years, 
which often rendere^liffiinfufferable, it is 
my wifh, after my deceafe, to have my body 
opened by a ftirftd furgebn^ in hopes that 
fome^ difcoyery will be made, that may be _ 
of tife to my furvivors," Efivy itfelf coufdf 
faften no vice upon him; and the fraj/tM. 
aftd infirmities that have been laid to hit 
charge, feetri very eafy for candotir to in : 
validate. , 
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